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Colonel Ken Riddle was commissioned as a second lieutenant of Armor in 1985 
from The Citadel in Charleston, South Carolina. After attending the Armor Officer . 
Basic Course, he was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 37th Armor, 2nd Brigade, 11D(M) 
at Fort Riley, Kansas where he served as a Tank Platoon Leader, HHC Executive 
Officer, and Tank Company Executive Officer. 

COL Riddle then attended the Command General Staff College from 1997 to 1998 
at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. Following school at Fort Leavenworth, he was assigned 
to 2nd Battalion, 8th Cavalry in the 1st Cavalry Division at Fort Hood, Texas. 
Following a six month deployment to Bosnia, he was assigned as the Operations 
Officer (S3) of 1st Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division. Upon completing this assignment, 
COL Riddle moved to Stuttgart, Germany where he was assigned to HQ United States 
European Command, in the Policy and Plans Directorate (JS). 

In May of 2002 COL Riddle took command of the 1st Battalion 63nd Armor Regiment 
in Vilseck, Germany where he deployed his unit to Iraq for OIF 1. Following battalion 
command, he served as the Aide de Camp to the Commanding General United States 
Army Europe in Heidelberg, Germany. He was then assigned as a student at the 
National War College in Washington, DC. 

COL Riddle most recently served as the Executive Officer to the Director of the 
Army Staff. His civilian education includes a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business 
Administration from the Citadel, a Masters Degree in Business Administration from 
Syracuse University, and a Master of Science Degree in National Security Strategy 
from the National War college. 

His awards and decorations include the Legion of Merit (2 awards), Bronze Star, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious 
Service Medal (4 awards), Army Commendation Medal (2 awards), Army Achievement Medal (8 awards), the National Defense Service 
Medal (2 awards), and the NATO Medal. COL Riddle has earned the Ranger Tab and Parachutist badge . 

As Monroe Community College's fifth president, Anne M. Kress, Ph.D. leads a nationally-recognized, multi-campus college that enrolls 
more than 37,000 students annually. Dr. Kress brings to MCC more than 20 years experience as an educator and administrator in 
higher education, including her most recent position as the provost and vice president of academic affairs at Santa Fe College in 
Gainesville, Florida. 

n for student success and a commitment to community partnerships and academic excellence, while at Santa Fe 
College, President Kress led many successful collaborations resulting in new, innovative 
President Kress brought a focus on student recognition and achievement to the college, 
establishing the Research in Undergraduate Education Initiative and the Student 
Research Symposium. During her tenure, she helped to plan three new educational 
facilities. In addition, President Kress has written or co-authored a number of scholarly 
publications, including a rhetoric and composition textbook. 

During her first few months at MCC, President Kress has already launched a number of 
new initiatives, including plans for an Honors College and a robust international 
education effort, the creation of a college-wide budget resource committee, and more 
meaningful collaborations with the Rochester City School District. Her leadership has 
already resulted in a recent grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to begin 
an Early College High School in Collaboration with the city school district. She has also 
moved quickly to align MCC more effectively with area workforce and economic 
development needs, working closely with Greater Rochester Enterprise and the 
Rochester Business Alliance, testifying in front of the Governor of New York's task force 
on diversifying the state's economy through industry-higher education partnerships, 
and serving as a keynote panelist at the Rochester's recent Eyes on the Future 
conference. 

President Kress currently serves as a member of the SUNY Strategic Planning "Group of 
200"; on the boards of Greater Rochester Enterprise, the United Way of Greater 
Rochester and the Institute for Community College Development, and as member of the 
M&T Bank Directors Advisorv C:ouncil. ............ .. ... .... ..... ............. .... ..... ..... ............. ........ .. ..... .... .... ............. ..... .. ... ...... ........ ................................ ... ........ ... .... ..... .. 



Armed Forces Day Luncheon Program 

Musical Prelude 
198th Army Band 

Sounding of Assembly 

Posting of the Colors 
Multi Service Color Guard, MSG Bing Reaves, USAR 

Singing of the National Anthem 
Bruce Dunn, Co-Chairman -Armed Forces Luncheon Committee 

Invocation 
Chaplain (Lieutenant Colonel) Robert F. Searle, USAR 

POW /MIA Remembrance 
Bruce Dunn, Co-Chairman -Armed Forces Luncheon Committee 
Dr. Betty Perkins-Carpenter, Korean War Veterans 

Taps 
In Remembrance of our Fallen Men and Women 

Amazing Grace 
Les Carr of the Rochester Pipers 

Singing of God Bless America 

Welcome 
Major General Norbert J. Rappl, USA -Retired 

Greetings 
Honorable Maggie Brooks, County Executive, Monroe County 
Honorable Robert Duffy, Mayor, City of Rochester 

Cake Cutting Ceremony 
Colonel Ken Riddle, Garrison Commander, Ft Drum 

- Lunch being Served -

Honorary Chair 
Dr. Anne M. Kress, President, Monroe Community College 

Guest Speakers 
Colonel Ken Riddle, Garrison Commander, Ft Drum 

Closing Remarks 
Major General Norbert J. Rappl, USA - Retired 

Retiring of the Colors 
Multi Service Color Guard 

Benediction 
Chaplain (Lieutenant Colonel) Robert F. Searle, USAR 
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A special thanks to: 

.· ... ~ 
For the Dessert Cake 

GREATER ROCHESTER 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
Mr. David P. Damelio, Director of 
Aviation for hosting the Armed Forces 
Day Committee meetings. 

A very special thanks to our table sponsors 

391st Regimental Officers Association 
Ridge Webster VFW Post 9483 
Army Strong Community Center 
Rice Hallick VFW Post 5465 

Geriatric Pilot's Association 
Veterans Network at Eastman Kodak Company 
Monroe Community College 
Milatary Officers Association of America 

Our Inside Display Exhibitors 

Air Force Association 
Buffalo Soldiers 
RITROTC 
Rochester Lions Club 
Rochester Toastmasters 
US Army Recruiters 

<·. ~ ~> I.I.I.T.IIIIIIIII 
D .- . ( 

.,~ .. 104 Camberley Place, Penfield, NY 14526 . T Phone: 585· 749-8289 Fax : 866-519-00(6 

DaMaris Corzatt 

Data2docs. .. 

General Manager 
dconatt@dcitsolutfons.com PC User Training 

Automolive Dealer Manaceme"t Systems (mall merce. d•tabilse, excel , 1ccess. f1bels,} 
Computer Management Systems 

Network Design & Management 

Website Design, Support & Maintenance 

Email Hosting & Support 

Microsoft Office Applications & Trainins 
Customiled Business cards & Stationary 

Print & Dig~• I Advertising Design 
PC Maintenance & Support 

Office of the Chief, Army Reserve 

Major General (Ret) Norbert J. Rappl 
Army Reserve Ambassador 

2461 Oakview Drive 
Rochester NY 14617 
Njrappl@aol.com 

New York 

Cell: (585) 301 -8562 
Home: (585) 266-1154 
CMfice: (585) 266HS630 

Fax: (5851 266-9326 
4 

Veterans Network of Kodak Employees 
Army Strong Community Center 
Samson Veterans Memorial Cemetary 
Honor Flight 
Marine Corps. Coordinating Council 
Milatary Officers Association of America 
Met Life 

391st Regimental Officers' Association 

Honors the Service and Memory of Recently 

Deceased Members 

CW4 Les Hultman 
LTC Carl Ma rrocco 

CW3 Ted Robinson 

Donated by: LTC Frank Panczyszyn 

Betty Perkins-Carpenter, Ph.D 
Consultant, Author & Speaker 

1780 Penfield Rd. • Penfield, NY 14526 
(585) 586-7548 • (585) 385-9581 Fax 

(800) 306-3137 • bpc@senior-fltness.com 



Area Reserve Officers Training Corps 

RIT Air Force ROTC 
Lieutenant Colonel Mark Avery, 

United States Air Force, 
Professor of Aerospace Studies 

RIT Army ROTC 
Lt. Colonel Lynn A. Lubiak 

United States Army, 
Professor of Military Science 

U o(R Navy ROTC 
Major Tommy Parmiter, 

United States Navy, 
Assistant Professor ofNaval Science 

SUNY at Brockport ROTC 
Lieutenant Colonel William S. Cragg, 

United States Army, 
Professor of Military Science 

Area Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps 
Units 

East High School JROTC 
Lieutenant Commander Roderick 0. Shaffer, 

United States Navy (Retired), 
Naval Science Instructor 

Edison Technical High School JROTC 
Lt. Colonel Ulises Miranda III, 
United States Army (Retired), 

Senior Army Instructor 

John Marshall High School JROTC 
MSG Edward Sauerwald, 

United States Army 
Senior Army Instructor 

Armed Forces Day Committee Members 

Bruce Dunn, Committee Co-Chairman 
Program Book Design 

Anthony DeBellis Co-Chairman 
United States Army (Retired) 

American Legion 

Caroline Ader, Chief Finance Officer 

Tom Calion 
Korean War Veterans 

Dr. Betty Perkins-Carpenter 
Korean War Veterans 

Samuel Cooper, Jr. 
Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve 

Ann Marie Dinino 
Military Officers Association of America 

Joseph Dipaolo 
RCSD School 36 

Mario Fabi, Past Co-Chairman 
United States Army (Retired) 

Peter Glennon 
New York Air National Guard 

Lee Kauffman 
Jewish War Veterans 

Joyce Medwin 
Monroe Community College 

Edwin "Woody" Mench 
Founding Director- Honor Flight Rochester Hub 
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Frank Panczyszyn 
391st Regimental Officers Association 

William Robinson 
Provost Marshall Office, Headquarters New 

York Guard 

Major General (R) Norbert J Rappl 
ESGRIUS Army Reserve 

Ambassador/KWV 

Bing Reaves 
Rochester Police Department 

Buffalo Soldiers 

Tom Schoenwetter 
United States Army (Retired) 

Dr. Alfred Smith 
Air Force Association 

Bill Sauers 
United States Army (Retired) 

Marianne Semoffsky 
Army Strong Community Center 

Dr. Pat Taricone 
Monroe Community College 

James R. Vogel 
Colonel, United States Marine Corps (Retired) 

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve 

William E. Wean 
Colonel, United States Marine Corps (Retired) 



of the armed forces 
safety and future 

nation. 
your commitment 
• 

111!11 'Our sm. 
Your ded1c serti' e and sacrifice have allowed 

every citizen of this country to enjoy the 
sacred freedoms on wnich America was foundea. 

:4nne M. Kress, 
President 
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DAVID J. KAUFFMAN POST #41 

JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF THE U.S.A. 

SUPPORTS THE ARMED FORCES DAY COMMITTEE 

JWV OF THE U.S.A. IS THE OLDEST ACTIVE 

VETERANS ORGANIZATION CHARTERED BY 

CONGRESS. ESTABLISHED MARCH 10, 1896 

COMMANDER 
Stuart Blume 

JR. VICE COMMANDER 
Edward Kazdan 

QUARTERMASTER 
Lawrence Schulman 

CHAPLIN 
Frank Kazdan 
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SR. VICE COMMANDER 
Sydney Cohen 

JUDGE ADVOCATE 
Frank Kazdan 

ADJUTANT 
Morton Stein 

ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR 
Walter Silverman 



0 GOU 
NATIO S 

VETERANS 
POBOX 12580 

ROCHESTER NEW YORK 14612 
Website VVA20.0RG 
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In Memory of 
Dr. Vincent Renzi, 
Captain, US Army, 

The Renzi Family 

US Army Tech. 5th Class 

398th -Infantry Regiment 

100th Infantry Division 

KIA 10 January 1945 

France 

Awarded 

The Silver Star 

And 

The Purple Heart 

Ellis Medvin, Medic 

Forever Missed 

Proudly Remembered 

The Medwin Family 

Sandy, Carolyn, Joyce 
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Thanks to the Men and 

Women of the Armed 

Forces1 Active and Retired 

Your Monroe County Sheriff 

Patrick M. 0 1Fiynn 
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Thank you 
for your devotion to 

our nation and 
your dedicated service 

to our country. 

Assemblymember 
Susan John 

Serving the families of 
Monroe County since 1991 

585/244-5252 
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Honor Flight, Inc. and affiliated hubs in the national Honor Flight Network are private, not-for-profit 
organizations created solely to honor America's Veterans for their many sacrifices. 

Honor Flight first flew in May 2005 with six small planes flying twelve WWII veterans, departing 
from Springfield, Ohio. In 2006, with a rapidly expanding waiting list, the program transitioned 
to commercial airline carriers to accommodate more veterans. That same year Honor Flight 
partnered with Honor Air in Hendersonville, North Carolina and Hero Flight in Provo, Utah to 
establish the national "Honor Flight Network" which has expanded aggressively to include cities 
across the nation. By 2007 official Network hubs had been established in 32 cities, to localize 
community commitment, operational planning, and fund-raising. 

Today there are more than 70 regional hubs. There are also 8,000 veterans located beyond those hubs on a 
national registry who wait a full year to be called for their Honor Flight. Based on recent statistics, every day we 
lose more than more 1,200 WWII veterans across the country. 

The mission of Honor Flight is more than timely; it is urgent! 
Very importantly, due to generous private donors like you, our 
honored heroes travel absolutely free. 

In June 2008 Rochester became an official hub in the Honor Flight Network. 
Since then our founding board and core group of volunteers have been 
actively engaged in building a viable organization to provide travel 
opportunity to hundreds, rather than handfuls, of veterans residing in the 
greater Rochester community. 

This can only happen with generous support from Rochester's private 
community. Honor Flight accepts no government funding, nor partisan 
political sponsorships. We do seek the support of individuals and corporate 
partners, even as we develop broad community fund raising programs with "How Big Are Your Shoes? ... " 
organizations such as VFW and American Legion Posts, fraternal business 
groups, scouts, churches, synagogues, etc. Special attention and curriculum 
guidance is being directed to schools, and those history or social studies classrooms where WWII Veterans are 
invited in as speakers. 

Close working relationships have developed with local veterans organizations including Rochester's Veterans 
Outreach Center. Incorporated as a NY not-for-profit, Honor Flight Rochester, Inc. is a SOl(c) (3) public charity, 
and all donations are tax-deductible to the extent determined by law. (Guardian travel fees are payments for 
service and do not typically qualify for tax deductions.) 

Our urgent objective is to accommodate local WWII veterans who otherwise would never visit their own memorial. 
Honor Flight is our way of paying a small tribute to those who gave so much to us - everything we have today- our 
very way of life. As one observer put it, "They were all just kids. And all they did was ... save the world." 
At Honor Flight we are committed to providing these heroes with, quite literally, a safe and memorable trip of a 
lifetime. 
Thank you for joining us with your generous support! 

HONORING AMERICA'S VETERANS 
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Gold Star Mothers 

Beginnings 

When the United States entered World War I in 1917, George Vaughn Seibold, 23, volunteered, 
requesting assignment in aviation. He was sent to Canada where he learned to fly British planes since the 
United States had neither an air force nor planes. Deployed to England, he was assigned to the British 
Royal Flying Corps, 148th Aero Squadron. With his squadron, he left for combat duty in France. He 
corresponded with his family regularly. His mother, Grace Darling Seibold, began to do community 
service by visiting returning servicemen in the hospitals. 

Grace continued to visit hospitalized veterans in the Washington area, clinging to the hope that her son 
might have been injured and returned to the United States without any identification. While working 
through her sorrow, she helped ease the pain of the many servicemen who returned so war-damaged that 
they were incapable of ever reaching normalcy. 

But on October 11, 1918, George's wife in Chicago received a box 
marked "Effects of deceased Officer 1st Lt. George Vaughn Seibold". The 
Seibolds also received a confirmation of George's death on November 
4th through a family member in Paris. 

George's body was never identified. 

Grace, realizing that self-contained grief is self-destructive, devoted her 
time and efforts to not only working in the hospital but extending the 
hand of friendship to other mothers whose sons had lost their lives in 
military service. 

She organized a group consisting solely of these special mothers, with 
the purpose of not only comforting each other, but giving loving care to 
hospitalized veterans confined in government hospitals far from home. 

Grace Darling Seibold 

The organization was named after the Gold Star that families hung in their windows in honor of the 
deceased veteran. 

After years of planning, June 4, 1928, twenty-five mothers met in Washington, DC to establish the 
national organization, American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. 

The success of our organization continues because of the bond of mutual love, sympathy, and support of 
the many loyal, capable, and patriotic mothers who while sharing their grief and their pride, have 
channeled their time, efforts and gifts to lessening the pain of others. 

We stand tall and proud by honoring our children, assisting our veterans, supporting our nation, and 
healing with each other. 
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To 1111 the brave men and women 
that have served, and continue to serve, 
our nation In the Armed Forces: 

I salute your valor and patriotism, 
and honor your contributions and 
service to our country. 

Tllank you 1111d God bless yo11, ~ 

~ 

Jim 
Alesi 

ww-w .alesi.nysena'te.gov 
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Joseph DiPaolo 

(585}354 - 8215 

CONGRATULATIONS ON 

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL 

LUNCHEON 

PNC LAWRENCE AND JUDY 

SCHULMAN 

JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF 

THE U.S.A . 

WE SALUTE OUR 

ARMED FORCES 

WILLIAM W. DOUD POST #98 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 

....................................................................................................... ... 15···························································································· ·· ··········· 



Sampson Veterans Memorial Cemetery 

The new veterans cemetery is under construction; initially twenty-eight acres of the 162-area site are being 
developed to accommodate a 10 year forecast of 6000 burials for veterans and their spouse. An initial 
opening ceremony is planned for mid October or early November 2010. The official dedication ceremony 
will take place in mid May 2011. Both ceremonies will be announced when final stages of development are 
near completion. Veterans' burial guidelines will follow those ofthe National Veterans Cemeteries. 

Location: Route 96A ~ 15 miles south ofRt. 5&20, Romulus, New York 

Contact Us: 
Seneca Office: 315 539-1845 -Rick Connors@ 315 568-4155 -Don Linborg@ 585 377-2086 

Sampson Veterans Memorial Cemetery 
P.O. Box 243, Seneca Falls, NY 13148 Website: http://sampsonveteranscemetery.com 

Cooper Marine 
American Legion Post #603 

an all Mtuine Pusf - Semper Fidelis 

Remembering onr Vet-erans 

A veteran - whether active dilly, retired, 
tn national gruzrd tn rese~ some­
one who, at one pomt m their life, 
wrote a bliznk dteck liUlde ptzyiJIJk to 
"The U11ited Sttltes of America, "for an 
amt1u.nl t~f "up ttl /l.lld indnding my 
life., 
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THANK YOU 

DAVID J KAUFFMAN POST#41 

JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF 

U.S.A. 

FOR 14 YEARS OF FAITHFUL 

SUPPORT TO THE ARMED 

FORCES DAY COMMITTEE 

-LEE KAUFFMAN 

COMMANDER 



OI)I~Oil NY 
t•llRSONAL l)llfllNSil ANI) FIREARMS TRAINING 

Professional NRA Certified Instruction in : 
• Rifle 
• Shotgun 
• Handgun 
• Safety 

Nestled in the NY Finger Lakes region, 50 miles from 
Rochester, NY. Come for a day course or weekend series 
including basic gun safety, long range shooting, personal 
defense and more. Call Bill @ 585.260.1204 

Pennington-Moyle Post #9251 & 
Ladies Auxiliary, Veterans of Foreign 

Wars 

"Home of the VFW Post 9251 Buffalo Soldiers" 

In memory of 

Colonel Bruce 
Campbell 

Always a Soldier 

IN HONOR OF ALL U.S. VETERANS 

AND SERVICE MEN & WOMEN 

THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 

The Ladies Auxiliary of The Jewish War 

Veterans of David Kauffman Post #41 
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Monroe District Grand Committee 

GRAND LODGE OF 
THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

~ 
Gideon Lodge, Humboldt Lodge, Teoronto 

Lodge 

Glenn Keenan, D.D.G.M. 

Remembering Those that 

made The Ultimate Sacrifice 

Robert M. Johnson 

Member- Geriatric Pilots 

Association 

A Thank You 
to the 
Veterans of World War II 

and to 

all the others who 

followed them 

HomeTime Publishing 
We support all Branches of the Armed Forces. 

Any desktop publishing needs for Veterans and Veteran 
Organizations that we can handle will receive a discount. 

Please call for an estimate or information 

Desktop Publishing 
For the Small Business 
Or Personal Needs 
Phone: 585-647-2136 

Dennis Eccleston 
Proprietor 

USNR RETIRED 



www.wnysport.com 

The Western NY Sportsman 
Show 

11:30 am Thursdays 
8:30 pm Saturdays 
8:30 pm Sundays 

1310AM & 1590AM 

Bill Robinson Ralph Esposito 
(585) 413-6340 (585) 244-8832 

LaserMax 
3495 Winton Place, Bldg. B 
Rochester, NY 14623 

tel: 800.527.3703 (toll free) 
tel: 585.272.5420 (locally) 
fax: 585.272.5427 

Gun Owners of America 

8001 Forbes PI Suite 102 
Springfield VA 22151 

PH: 703-321-8585 
FX: 703-321-8408 

goamail@gunowners.org 

Shooters' Committee On 
Political Education (SCOPE): 

Web site: http://SCOPEny.org 
PO Box 12711, Rochester, NY 14612 

Ken Mathison, President 
Phone: 585-663-8741 

E-mail: info@SCOPEny.org 
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www.2ndamendment.com 

The Second 
Amendment Show 

10:00 am Thursdays 
7:00 pm Saturdays 

7:0 pm Sundays 
1310AM & 1590AM 

Bill Robinson Ralph Esposito 
(585) 413-6340 (585) 244-8832 

Front Sight Firearms 
Training Institute 

Corporate Headquarters: 
P. 0. Box 2619 

Aptos, CA 95001 

Phone (inside the US): 1.800.987.7719 
Phone (international): 1.831.662.0917 

Friends of the NRA 
www. friendsofnra.org 

Friends of NRA is an exciting grassroots fund­
raising program that fosters community 
involvement, raises money and gives 100% of 
the net proceeds to qualified local, state and 
national programs. Thanks to dedicated 
individuals across America, Friends of NRA is 
making a difference. 

www.crosman.com 



The Marine Corps Coordinating Council of 
Greater Rochester, Inc. presents the 

14th Annual 

For more information, please check the brochures on your 
table or call Len Benedict at 585-750-7099 wit)) any questions 

The Marine Corps Coordinating Council of Greater Roches­
ter was incorporated in 1997. Membership in the Council re­
quires active or former membership in the United States Ma­
rine Corps. 

Our Mission Statement The mission of the Marine Corps Co­
ordinating Council of Greater Rochester, Inc. shall be to carry 
out the dictum of taking care of our own by providing support 
for Marines and Marine families; by promoting social and 
civic endeavors and enhancing the public image, standing and 
interests of the United States Marine Corps and its members. 



Armed Forces Day History 
On August 31, 1949, Secretary of Defense Louis Johnson announced the creation of 
an Armed Forces Day to replace separate Army, Navy and Air Force Days. The 
single-day celebration stemmed from the unification of the Armed Forces under one 
department -- the Department of Defense. Each of the military leagues and orders was 
asked to drop sponsorship of its specific service day in order to celebrate the newly 
announced Armed Forces Day. The Army, Navy and Air Force leagues adopted the 
newly formed day. The Marine Corps League declined to drop support for Marine 
Corps Day but supports Armed Forces Day, too. 

In a speech announcing the formation of the day, President Truman "praised the work 
of the military services at home and across the seas" and said, "It is vital to the 

.. security of the nation and to the establishment of a desirable peace." In an excerpt 
from the Presidential Proclamation of Feb. 27, 1950, Mr. Truman stated: "Armed 
Forces Day, Saturday, May 20, 1950, marks the first combined demonstration by 
America's defense team of its progress, under the National Security Act, towards the 
goal of readiness for any eventuality. It is the first parade of preparedness by the 
unified forces of our land, sea, and air defense". 

The theme of the first Armed Forces Day was "Teamed for Defense." It was chosen as 
a means of expressing the unification of all the military forces under a single 
department of the government. Although this was the theme for the day, there were 
several other purposes for holding Armed Forces Day. It was a type of "educational 
program for civilians," one in which there would be an increased awareness of the 

1 Armed Forces. It was designed to expand public understanding of what type of job is 
performed and the role of the military in civilian life. It was a day for the military to 
show "state-of-the-art" equipment to the civilian population they were protecting. And 
it was a day to honor and acknowledge the people of the Armed Forces of the United 
States. 

According to a New York Times article published on May 17, 1952: "This is the day 
on which we have the welcome opportunity to pay special tribute to the men and 
women of the Armed Forces ... to all the individuals who are in the service of their 
country all over the world. Armed Forces Day won't be a matter of parades and 
receptions for a good many of them. They will all be in line of duty and some of them 
may give their lives in that duty." 

The first Armed Forces Day was celebrated by parades, open houses, receptions, and 
air shows. In Washington D.C., 10,000 troops of all branches of the military, cadets, 
and veterans marched pass the President and his party. In Berlin, 1,000 U.S. troops 
paraded for the German citizens at Temple of Airfield. In New York City, an 
estimated 33,000 participants initiated Armed Forces Day "under an air cover of 250 
military planes of all types." In the harbors across the country were the famed 
mothballed "battlewagons" of World War II, the Missouri, the New Jersey, the North 
Carolina, and the Iowa, all open for public inspection. Precision flying teams 
dominated the skies as tracking radar was exhibited on the ground. All across the 

country, the American people joined together to honor the Armed Forces. 
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