
OUR TROOPS .. AND THOSE SUPPORTING THEM BACK HOME .. ARE UNITED IN STRENGTH 



Rear Adm. Quinn is a native of East Rochester, N.Y. and attended the U.S. Naval Academy, 
graduating in 1979 with a bachelor's degree in Oceanography. He was designated a naval flight 
officer in 1980. 

Quinn completed operational assignments with the "Knightriders" of Attack Squadron (VA) 52, 
including deployments in USS Kitty Hawk (CV 63) and USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70); the 
"Nighthawks" of VA 185, based in Atsugi, Japan and deploying in USS Midway (CV 41); the 
"Fighting Tigers" of VA 65, deploying in USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71) for combat Operations 
Desert Storm and Provide Comfort; and he served as deputy chief of Operations for Commander, 
Joint Task Force Southwest Asia, directing Operation Southern Watch. 

His shore tours include: Instructor duty in VA 128; a tour as aide to Commander, Medium Attack 
Tactical Electronic Warfare Wing, U.S. Pacific Fleet; in-residence education at the Naval War Col­
lege in Newport, R.I.; joint duty in the Targeting Division of the Atlantic Intelligence Command in 
Norfolk, Va.; and a tour in Millington, Tenn., as director of the Aviation Officer Distribution Division. 

In 1993, Quinn was chosen for transition into the EA-6B Community, commanding Electronic At­
tack Squadron (VAQ) 139, VAQ-129 and Carrier Air Wing 9. He led the Air Wing during portions of 
both the 2002 deployment in USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74) and the 2003 deployment in USS 
Carl Vinson (CVN 70), including combat Operations Enduring Freedom and Anaconda. 

In September 2005, Quinn was promoted to flag rank, assuming duties as chief of Naval Air Training and Commander, Navy Region South. In Sep­
tember 2007, he assumed the duties of commander, Strike Force Training, Atlantic. In March 2009, he assumed the duties of commander, Navy 
Personnel Command and deputy chief of Naval Personnel. In August 2011, he became the acting Chief of Naval Personnel. 

His awards include the Legion of Merit, Distinguished Flying Cross, Bronze Star, Defense Meritorious Service Medal and Meritorious Service 
Medal. 

Naomi Silver is the CEO and President of the Rochester Red Wings; an affiliate of the Minnesota 
Twins and a Triple A franchise in the International League. 

Naomi's father became leader of a group of businessmen and townspeople to raise the money to 
keep the team in Rochester. Even children, working jobs after school contributed. In appreciation for 
the work her dad did in saving the team, they named the stadium the team played in Silver Stadium in 
1968. When that stadium was replaced with Frontier Field in 1997, the street in front of Frontier was 
re-named Morrie Silver Way. 

Since the time that Naomi was a child, baseball was part of her family life. After spending some time 
away from Rochester, she moved back and began to understand the need for the ballclub to have a 
strong leader, which it had not had in quite a few years. While Naomi's mom had been involved with 
the ballclub since her dad's passing in 197 4, she did not have a traditional ownership role. When 
Naomi returned to Rochester, she volunteered to work in the front office, like an intern; attended 
League (International League) meetings and was readily accepted to the club and became its CEO. 

In her spare time, she is a Hillside Government Relations Committee Member; Board member, United 
Way (Chair of its 2010 and 2011 Women's Leadership Giving Campaign) and a member of the Gov­
ernance Committee; Advisory Board Member, First Niagara Bank; Board Member, Jewish Community 
Federation; Member, Rochester Rotary; Vice President Hillel Community Day School, and former 
President and currently an officer of The Boys and Girls Clubs of Rochester, Inc. 

Among her various accolades are American Diabetes Association Tour de Cure Chairman; Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation Dinner Hon­
oree; Hillel Community Day School Dinner Honoree; St. John Fisher Sport Manager of the Year; Minor League Executive of the Year; Inductee Red 
Wings Hall of Fame; Ambassador of Humanity Award; ALS Dinner Honoree; Athena Award Nominee; Volunteer Leadership Award, March of 
Dimes; Rochester Press Radio Club Morrie Silver Award; Frontier Field Walk of Fame Inductee; Sports for Israel Hall of Fame Inductee; High Falls 
Honoree; National Association of Women Business Owners' (NAWBO) Woman of the Year in Community; and Rawlings' Woman Executive of the 
Year. 

"I love the people, the fans and our staff. Also, working in baseball is a fairly high-profile career, that enables those of us in the business who are so 
inclined, to do a lot of good for area charities. My ability to help different causes means a lot to me." 

Naomi lives in the Rochester area with her husband Thomas Alan Silver (formerly Friedl; took Naomi's last name) and her son Morrie Thomas 
Silver (named for his grandfather) and daughter Desiree. 



Armed Forces Day Luncheon Program 

Musicql Prelude 
94th Army Band 

Sounding of Assembly 

Posting of the Colors 
Multi Service Color Guard, MSG Bing Reaves, USAR 

Singing of the National Anthem 
Bruce Dunn, Co-Chairman -Armed Forces Luncheon 
Committee 

Invocation 
Chaplain (Lieutenant Colonel) Robert F. Searle, USAR 

POW/MIA Remembrance 
Bruce Dunn, Co-Chairman -Armed Forces Luncheon 
Committee 
Dr. Betty Perkins-Carpenter, Korean War Veterans 

Taps 
In Remembrance of our Fallen Men and Women 

Amazing Grace 
Les Carr of the Rochester Pipers 

Welcome 
Major General Norbert J. Rappl, USA- Retired 

Area Reserve Officers Training Corps 

RIT Air Force ROTC 
Lieutenant Colonel Mark A very 
United States Air Force 
Professor of Aerospace 
Honor Cadet - Cadet Paul Grossi 

RIT Army ROTC 
Lt. Colonel Lynn A. Lubiak 
United States Army 
Professor of Military Science 
Honor Cadet - Cadet Joshua Stafford 

U o(R Navv ROTC 
Captain Jeffery Bartkowski 
United States Navy 
Professor of Naval Science 
Honor Cadet- Midshipman Natalie May 

Greetings 
Honorable Maggie Brooks, County Executive, Monroe 
County 
Honorable Thomas Richards, Mayor, City of Rochester 

Cake Cutting Ceremony 
Rear Admiral Donald P. Quinn, United States Navy 

- Lunch being Served -

Honorary Chair 
Naomi Silver, President, Chief Executive Officer, Chief 
Operating Officer, Rochester Community Baseball, Inc. 

Guest Speakers 
Rear Admiral Donald P. Quinn, United States Navy 

Closing Remarks 
Major General Norbert J. Rappl, USA- Retired 

Retiring of the Colors 
Multi Service Color Guard 

Benediction 
Chaplain (Lieutenant Colonel) Robert F. Searle, USAR 

Singing of God Bless America 
Bruce Dunn, Co-Chairman- Armed Forces Luncheon 
Committee 

SUNY at Brockport ROTC 
Lieutenant Colonel William S. Cragg 
United States Army 
Honor Cadet- Cadet Anna Blocho 

Area Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps 
Units 

Wilson High School JROTC 
Lt. Colonel Ulises Miranda III 
United States Army (Retired) 

Senior Army Instructor 

Leadership Academy for Young Men at Charlotte JROTC 
MSG Edward Sauerwald 

United States Army 
Character and Leadership Development 



A . ..$..P...g.9...i.Q..l. .. th..a .. n.ks.. .. .t.Q.;. 

For donating the incredible cake 

For hosting the Armed 
Forces Day Luncheon 
committee meetings 

.V..~ry .. .s..pJ~.9..ia..l...t.h.a..n..k.$.. .... t.Q ... QJJ..[ ... t.!J.b..le..§.P..Q.n..$..Qf.$... 

391 st Regimental Officers Association 
Genesee Valley Chapter, Military Officers 

Association of America 
Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 20 
Ridge Webster VFW Post 9483 
Rice Hallick VFW Post 5465 
Lisa Wasson, Homes for Heroes 
Patricia Marks -Veterans Outreach 
East Rochester American Legion Post #1917 

Our Inside Display Exhibitors 
Air Force Association #308 
Buffalo Soldiers 
Rochester Lions Club 
Rochester School District School 36 
Rochester Toastmasters 
US Army Recruiters 
Veteran's Outreach Center 
Veterans Network of Kodak Employees 
Army Strong Community Center 
Honor Flight 
Project New Hope 
Veterans Friendly Club 
Heroes Home Advantage 
Blue Star Mothers 
Monroe County Office for The Aging 
Civil Air Patrol 
Employer Support of The Guard & Reserves 
Military History Society of Rochester 
Survivor Outreach Services 
Vietnam Veterans of America Post 20 

Office of the Chief, Army Reserve 

Major General (Ret) Norbert J. Rappl 
Army Reserve Ambassador 

New York 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow School #36 
Korean War Veterans Association 
Army Strong Community Center 
Geriatric Pilot's Association 
Veterans Network at Eastman Kodak Company 
Monroe Community College Association 
Cooper Marine Post 603 
Jewish War Veterans 

Betty Perkins-Carpenter, 
Consultant, Author & Speaker 

1780 Penfield Rd. • Penfield, NY 14526 
(585) 586-7548 • (585) 385-9581 Fax 

(800) 306-3137 • bpc:@S4mior-fitlneSI~.corT! 



Armed Forces Day Committee Members 
Bruce Dunn, Co-Chairman 

Anthony DeBellis Co-Chairman 
United States Army (Retired) American Legion 

Caroline Ader, ChiefFinance Officer 

Dr. Betty Perkins-Carpenter 
Korean War Veterans 

Samuel Cooper, Jr. 
Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve 

Joseph DiPaolo 
RCSD School Safety Office 

Ann Marie Dimeno 
Military Officers Assn. of America 

Mario Fabi, Past Co-Chairman 
United States Army (Retired) 

Peter Glennon 
New York Air National Guard 

Lee Kauffman 
Jewish War Veterans 

Colleen McCarthy 
United States Army 

Monroe Community College 

Joyc'e Medwin 
Monroe Community College 

Woody Mench 
President - Honor Flight 

Frank Panczyszyn 
39lst Regimental Officers Association 

In Honor of My Sons 

E02 (SCW) Matthew Westcott 
MM Jacob Westcott (Ret.) 

William Robinson 
Provost Marshall Office, Headquarters New 

York Guard 

Major General (R) Norbert J. Rappl 
ESGRIUS Army Reserve 

Ambassador/KWV 

Bing Reaves 
Rochester Police Department (Retired) 

Buffalo Soldiers 

Tom Schoenwetter 
United States Army (Retired) 

Dr. Alfred Smith 
Air Force Association 

Bill Sauers 
United States Army (Retired) 

Dr. Pat Taricone 
Monroe Community College, (Retired) 

James R. Vogel 
Colonel, United States Marine Corps (Retired) 

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve 

William E. Wean 
Colonel, United States Marine Corps (Retired) 

THANK YOU 

DAVID J. KAUFFMAN POST #41 

JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF 

U.S.A. 

FOR 16 YEARS OF FAITHFUL 

SUPPORTTOTHEARMED 

FORCES DAY COMMITTEE 

-LEE KAUFFMAN 

PAST COMMANDER 



DAVID J. KAUFFMAN POST #41 

JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF THE 
U.S.A. 

SUPPORTS THE ARMED FORCES 
DAY COMMITTEE 

COMMANDER 

Stuart Blume 

JR. VICE COMMANDER 

Edward Kazdan 

QUARTERMASTER 

Lawrence Schulman 

CHAPLAIN 

Frank Kazdan 

JWV OF THE U.S.A. IS THE OLDEST ACTIVE 

VETERANS ORGANIZATION CHARTERED BY 

CONGRESS. ESTABLISHED MARCH 10, 1896 

SR. VICE COMMANDER 

Sydney Cohen 

JUDGE ADVOCATE 

Frank Kazdan 

ADJUTANT 

Morton Stein 

ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR 

Walter Silverman 

We are a vet:eran-ovvned and operated business t::hat prides 
itself on our excellent service,. performed at a fair price. 
We only prov ide -work y ou need and vve vvill get y ou in 
and out in a .reasonable time. We perform full-service 
maintenance and repair on y our car~ van,. ligll.t truck or 
SUV and vve strive for your satisfACTION. Guaranteed! 

275 IVI:a:rketpla.ce Driv-e 
Rochester., NY :1.4623 

585- 359-1500 
"""YV"VV .. actio:n. to"VVVi:n.ga:n.dse:rvice .. com 



The Leaacy Independent Senior Living Comm", 

Salute members of our 

Sponsoring Partner of Honor Flight Rochester Proud home to over 100 veterans 

~·· •............... ··~ ........ ,. ................................................................................................................... "'"!" 

: ~ Locally owned and operated by the DiMarzo Family. 

"There's a Legacy in your neighborhood" 

www.LegacyRochester.com 
. . ............. .................................................. .... ........................................................................... 



In Memory of 
Dr. Vincent Renzi, 
Captain, US Army, 

Renzi Family 

US Army Tech. 5th Class 

398th -Infantry Regiment 
100th Infantry Division 

KIA 10 January 1945 
France 

Awarded 
The Silver Star 

And The Purple Heart 
Ellis Medvin, Medic 

Forever Missed 
Proudly Remembered 

The Medwin Family 
Sandy, Carolyn, Joyce 



Honor Flight, Inc. and affiliated hubs in the national Honor 
o anizations created sole to honor America's Veterans for their 

are private, not-for-profit 

Honor Flight first flew in May 2005 with six small planes flying twelve WWII veterans, departing from 
Springfield, Ohio. In 2006, with a rapidly expanding waiting list, the program transitioned to commercial airline 
carriers to accommodate more veterans. That same year Honor Flight partnered with Honor Air in 
Hendersonville, North Carolina and Hero Flight in Provo, Utah to establish the national "Honor Flight Network" 
which has expanded aggressively to include cities across the nation. By 2007 official Network hubs had been 
established in 32 cities, to localize community commitment, operational planning, and fund-raising. 

Today there are more than 70 regional hubs. There are also 8,000 veterans located beyond those hubs on a 
national registry who wait a full year to be called for their Honor Flight. Based on recent statistics, every day we 
lose more than more 1 ,200 WWII veterans across the country. 

The mission of Honor Flight is more than timely; it is urgent! 
Very importantly, due to generous private donors like you, our honored heroes travel absolutely free. 

At Honor Flight we are committed to providing these heroes with, quite literally, a safe and memorable trip of a 
lifetime. 

Thank you for joining us with your generous support! 
tiONORING AMERICA'S VETERANS 

Army Strong 
Community Center 
Connecring Soldiers, Families, & Communities 

Miss1on and Vision 

Rochester, NY 

ASCC Mission: Army Strong Community Centers enhance the quality of life by providing 
information, resources and referrals. 

ASCC Vision: Build resilient Families and partnerships within the community, enhancing 
the strength of our Expeditionary Force and the communities where they live. 

What IS the Army Strong Commun1ty Center? 

The Army Strong Community Center program was created by the efforts of Lt General Jack 
Stultz Jr. and his wife Laura. Their goal is to support the Military Members and their Families 
who live away from the larger military installations where support is available. 

The Army Strong Community Center connects those geographically dispersed Families with 
support resources in their own community. 

The Army Strong Community Center is an information and referral office dedicated to assist­
ing and supporting Service Members, Retirees, Veterans and Family Members. We service 
all branches of the military, active and reserve. 
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~ I MILITARY~-+ ~SALUTESOOSEWWJSERVE 
~ ! ~~~~~~~0!~ GET $500 BONUS CASH. 
~ I lji•I•l·I•lm®i3 
~ ~ ~~-.. 

~---

I 
Cortese Ford is grateful to you for your honorable service toi 
our country. And we're proud to support members of the· 
military, and their families, who sacrifice, and have sacrificed~ 
so much for our country. To emphasize Cortese Ford's~ 
support and show our appreciation of those men and women,~ 
we are proud to offer you and your family an ADDITIONAL~ 
$500.00 Bonus Cash Offer good toward the purchase on 
lease of an eligible new Ford or Lincoln vehicle. · 

Bring this ad and your military ID to Dan Tucker at Cortese Ford or call him at 
585-277-3261 . . 

~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ ................................................................................. 

IN HONOR OF ALL U.S. 
VETERANS AND SERVICE MEN 
& WOMEN THROUGHOUT THE 

WORLD 

The Ladies Auxiliary of The Jewish War 
Veterans of David Kauffman Post #41 

391 st Regimental Officers' 
Association 

Honors the Service and the 
Memory Of Recently 

Deceased Members and 
Friends 

Robert Beachman 
Milt Ergas 

Francis "Bud" Jung 
Herb Ross 

Marv Weisbond 

Sponsored by LTC Frank Panczyszyn 

PDG Marv Hankinson 
New York Representative - Project New Hope 

P.O. Box 99, Hamlin, NY 14464-0099 
R: 585.964.5231 • C: 585.303.8519 

www.projectnewhope.net 
marv.hankinson@gmail.com 

Family and Friends 
Honor the Memory 

of 
Major Herb Ross 

98th Division Staff 
and 

391 st Regimental Officers' 
Association 

Sponsored by LTC Frank Panczyszyn 



Our M1ss1on 

www.carleystaffing.com 

225 Tech Park Drive 
Rochester, NY 14623 

(585) 475-0908 

Carley Staffing Solutions brings together talented individuals and viable businesses to promote healthy and 
meaningful employment relationships through thoughtful placements based on mutual respect. 

Our V1sion 

Carley Staffing Solutions strives to educate businesses on the many qualities that Veterans bring to the civilian 
workforce environment in an effort to reduce the challenge of Veteran unemployment. 

Our Story 

As a veteran owned company, we developed a division within Carley Staffing Solutions that focuses on helping 
our veterans find not only suitable but, meaningful employment. We know firsthand the value that Veterans 
bring to the workplace; discipline, commitment, leadership skills, integrity, diversity: they possess many other 
transferable skills. We are committed to establishing valuable relationships with like minded businesses in 
order for us to be successful in this endeavor. Whether you are a business, a civilian, or a Veteran we 
encourage you to contact us to become part of our winning team! 

Heroes Home Advantage 
Our Mission: To save our HEROES as much money as 
possible when buying or selling a home. 

You are our HERO if you are: Military 
(Active,Retired, Veteran), Police, Firefighter or a Health 
Care Worker. 

How do we save you money? We are local Realtors, 
Lenders, Attorneys, Engineers Inspectors and we want to 
give our HEROES discounts, rebates, and credits to say 
thank you for your services to our country and community. 

*Average HERO Savings over $2,000 
* The savings are credits and discounts to be used towards 
down payment and closing costs 
*FREE of Charge to our HEROES 

We are here to serve you! 

585-872-5122 
www.HeroesHomeAdvantage.com 
info@HeroesHomeAdvantage.com 

, ..................................................................................................................................... 1 

~HENRY W. LONGFELLOW ~ 
SCHOOL, NO. 36 

85 St. Jacob Street 
Rochester, New York 14621 

Paul Montanarello 
Principal 

Gladys Vasciannie 
Vice Principal 

We, the Students of Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow School #36, say Thank You to 
all Veterans for Their Service and 
Patriotism to the United States of America. 

Armed Forces Day 2012 

We extend an invitation to all Veterans to 
attend and· be thanked by Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow School 36 
Students on November 8, 2012 from 
6:00 to 7:30 pm 

85 St. Jacob Street off Carter St. 
Phone 585-342-7270 

. . ......................................................................................................................................... 



Blue Star Mothers Of America, Inc., New York Chapter 
One 

Between the Canandaigua Academy and VA Hospital 
Refreshments, relaxation and resources for 
All military, veterans, families and friends 

Mon. and Fri. 4:00-7:00 pm 
3rd Sat. of the month 12:00-4:00 

www. bluestarmothersny l.org 

BLUE STAR CANTEEN 

Monroe County Clerk 

Cheryl Dinolfo 

"It is my sincere privilege to acknowledge 

and honor our community's veterans and 

those men and women who are serving our 

Country in the military. On Armed Forces 

Day, and every day, we must show our 

gratitude for the sacrifices they have made 

to protect freedom in the United States and 

all over the world." 



~THE POLE 

\NW\JV • THE-POLE . com 
1671 Penfield Road 

Rochester, NY 14625 

585 I 586.1040 

In memory of 

Colonel Bruce 
Campbell 
Always a Soldier 

Remembering a Friend 

LTC (Ret) Francis (Bud) Jung 

A Heartfelt and Grateful 

Thank You 

To All Our Veterans 

Genesee Valley Chapter 
Rochester, New York Alfred E. Smith 

251 Navarre Rd. 
Rochester, NY 14621 

(585) 544-2839 

alfredsmith@mac.com 

http://www.afa.org/ 

The Communicators 

Meetings: 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday of Each Month @ 
6:00PM 
Bldg. 335- Xerox Campus 
Webster, NY 
Website: http://club 1990.freetoasthost. us/ 

Lions Clubs International 
Rochester (NY) Downtown Host Club 

The world's largest service organization 
1.3 million members in 200+ countries 

Contact us for more information: 

Rochesterlions@gmail.com 
+1-585-21 0-0528 
Twitter: @Rochesterlions 
www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/RochesterDHLC 

Childhood Vision Screenings • Educational Support • Community SeNice 

1st New York Volunteer Engineer Regiment, 
Co. F 

Alex Johnson 
42 Aconbury Drive 

Fairport, NY 14450·9355 
585-703-6011 

e-mail: sciconn@yahoo.com 



WADDEll 
&:REED 
Finane ial Advi.sors"" 

MARK J. PRIEST 
District Manager 

www.waddell.com 

www.wnysport.com 

345 Woodcliff Drive 
2nd Floor 

Fairport, NY 14450 
585-436-451 0 x 122 Fox 585-436-4514 

Toll Free 866-275-2642 

Ce11585-746-0704 
mpriest@wradvisors.com 

The Western NY Sportsman 
Show 

11:30 am Thursdays 
8:30 pm Saturdays 
8:30 pm Sundays 

1310AM & 1590AM 

Bill Robinson 
(585) 413-6340 

Ralph Esposito 
(585) 244-8832 

DISTRJnUTORS OF SHOOTING & POUCE EQUIPMENT 
"We Support The Stocking Dealers'> 

Joe Calabro 
General Manager 
Email: Joe0>amchar.rom 
Phone: 585-328-395 J xI I 8 

100 Airpark Dri"-e 
Rochester, NY 14624 

Fax:585-328-3749 

Shooters' Committee On 
Political Education (SCOPE): 

Web site: http://SCOPEny.org 
PO Box 12711, Rochester, NY 14612 

Ken Mathison, President 
Phone: 585-'663-8741 

E-mail: info@SCOPEny.org . 

~ikirch's 
Jim Gall 
930 Unden Ave. 
P.O. Box 151 

(585) 248-3434 ext 104 
Fax: (585) 248-3973 

Sales@beikirchs.com 
East Rochester, NY 14445-0151 

www.beikirchs.com 

LaserMax 
3495 Winton Place, Bldg. B 
Rochester, NY 14623 

tel: 800.527.3703 (toll free) 
tel: 585.272.5420 (locally) 
fax: 585.272.5427 

www.2ndamendment.com 

The Second 
Amendment Show 

10:00 am Thursdays 
7:00 pm Saturdays 

7:0 pm Sundays 
1310AM & 1590AM 

Bill Robinson 
(585) 413-6340 

Ralph Esposito 
(585) 244-8832 

Vietnam Veterans 
Appreciation Day 

Saturday~ May l9th, 2012 
Noon til 5:00pm 

American · · Greece Post #468 
3.:14 Road 

S8 in advance& SlOat the door C1U S85-26~-058S 
Lunch Beer Raffles l.ive entertainment by DtmnyB 

www .OurVietnam Vets.com 



take control 
of their 
fu ure. 



Armed Forces Day History 
On August 31, 1949, Secretary of Defense Louis Johnson announced the creation of 
an Armed Forces Day to replace separate Army, Navy and Air Force Days. The 
single-day celebration stemmed from the unification of the Armed Forces under one 
department -- the Department of Defense. Each of the military leagues and orders was 
asked to drop sponsorship of its specific service day in order to celebrate the newly 
announced Armed Forces Day. The Army, Navy and Air Force leagues adopted the 
newly formed day. The Marine Corps League declined to drop support for Marine 
Corps Day but supports Armed Forces Day, too. 

In a speech announcing the formation of the day, President Truman "praised the work 
of the military services at home and across the seas" and said, "it is vital to the 
security of the nation and to the establishment of a desirable peace." In an excerpt 
from the Presidential Proclamation of Feb. 27, 1950, Mr. Truman stated: "Armed 
Forces Day, Saturday, May 20, 1950, marks the first combined demonstration· by 
America's defense team of its progress, under the National Security Act, towards the 
goal of readiness for any eventuality. It is the first parade of preparedness by the 
unified forces of our land, sea, and air defense." 

The theme of the first Armed Forces Day was "Teamed for Defense." It was chosen as 
a means of expressing the unification of all the military forces under a single 
department of the government. Although this was the theme for the day, there were 
several other purposes for holding Armed Forces Day. It was a type of "educational. 
program for civilians," one in which there would be an increased awareness of the 
Armed Forces. It was designed to expand public understanding ofwhat type of job is 
performed and the role of the military in civilian life. It was a day for the military to 
show "state-of-the-art" equipment to the civilian population they were protecting. It 
was a day to honor and acknowledge the people of the Armed Forces of the United 
States. 

According to a New York Times article published on May 17, 1952: "This is the day 
on which we have the welcome opportunity to pay special tribute to the men and 
women of the Armed Forces ... to all the individuals who are in the service of their 

1 country all over the world. Armed Forces Day won't be a matter of parades and 
receptions for a good many of them. They will all be in line of duty and some of them 
may give their lives in that duty." 

The first Armed Forces Day was celebrated by parades, open houses, receptions, and 
air shows. In Washington, D.C., 10,000 troops of all branches of the military, cadets, 
and veterans marched pass the President and his party. In Berlin, 1,000 U.S. troops 
paraded for the German citizens at Templehof Airfield. In New York City, an 
estimated 33,000 participants initiated Armed Forces Day "under an air cover of 250 
military planes of all types." In the harbors across the country were the famed 
mothballed "battlewagons" of World War II: the Missouri, the New Jersey, the North 
Carolina, and the Iowa, all open for public inspection. Precision flying teams 
dominated the skies as tracking radar was exhibited on the ground. All across the 
country, the American people joined together to honor the Armed Forces. 
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