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Brigadier General John G. Baker is the Chief Defense Counsel for Military 
Commissions. In this capacity, General Baker is responsible for overseeing 
the defense of all detainees located at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba (GTMO) 
accused of war crimes involving alleged terrorism against the United 
States under the Military Commissions Act (MCA) of 2009. He oversees a 
joint and total force staff of about 140 military and civilian lawyers, parale­
gals, investigators, intelligence analysts, defense security officers, transla­
tors and administrative officers providing the full spectrum trial defense 
services to GTMO detainees charged under the MCA, which includes capi­
tal cases. 

Brigadier General Baker is a graduate of the University of Pittsburgh School 
of Law (J.D. 1997), Averett University (M.B.A. 1992), and Union College 
(B.S. 1989). He also holds a LL.M . from The Judge Advocate General's 
Legal Center and School (TJAGLCS), U.S. Army (2005) . General Baker has 
been a faculty member for the National Association of Criminal Defense 
Attorney's Capital Voir Dire Training and has lectured at Yale Law School, 
Pittsburgh School of Law, University of Colorado Law School, the Louisiana 
Capital Defenders Course, TJAGLCS, and the Naval Justice School. His per­
sonal decorations include the Legion of Merit with one gold star, Meritori­
ous Service Medal with three gold stars, the Joint Service Commendation 
Medal, the Navy-Marine Corps Commendation Medal, the Navy-Marine 
Corps Achievement Medal, the Army Achievement Medal, and the Combat 
Action Ribbon. 

Todd Baxter assumed the duties of Executive Director of Veterans 
Outreach Center, Inc., in April, 2014. 

Baxter is a 26-year veteran of local law enforcement, with 22 
years' service to the Rochester Police Department and 4 years ex­
perience as Chief of Police in the Greece Police Department. Chief 
Baxter joined the local force following three years of active duty 
with the US Army. He continued his military service with the US 
Army Reserves, 98th Division for another 19 years before retiring 
as a Master Sergeant, Brigade Anti-Terrorism Safety and Training 
NCO (non-commissioned officer), in 2005. 

Tapped to lead local law enforcement through a period of transi­
tion in Greece, Baxter has been praised for his efforts in creating 
initiatives of public and private partnership, and his focus on the 
ethical responsibility and professional development of his team. 
He has recognized the role family wellness plays in supporting the 
overall success of an individual, and looks forward to leading the 
services of Veterans Outreach Center to serve the region's 68,000 
veterans and families. 
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Armed Forces Day Luncheon Program 
Pre-luncheon Concert 
198th Army Band 

Sounding of Assembly 

Posting of the Colors 
Multi Service Color Guard 
MSG Bing Reaves, United States Army - Retired 

Singing of the National Anthem 
Bruce Dunn, Chairman -Armed Forces Luncheon Committee 

Invocation 
Chaplain (Lieutenant Colonel) Robert F. Searle, US Army- Retired 

POW/MIA Remembrance 
Dr. Betty Perkins-Carpenter, Korean War Veterans 

Taps 
In Remembrance of our Fallen Men and Women 

Amazing Grace 
Les Carr of The Rochester Pipers 

Singing of God Bless America 
Bruce Dunn, Chairman -Armed Forces Luncheon Committee 

The Star Spangled Banner 

Oh, say, can you see, by the dawn•s early 

light, 

What so proudly we hall•d at the twlllght•s 

last gleaming? 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro• 

the perilous fight, 

o•er the ramparts we watch•d, were so gal· 

lantly streaming? 

And the rockets• red glare, the bombs 

bursting In air, 

Gave proof thro• the night that our flag was 

still there. 

0 say, does that star-spangl.-1 banner yet 

wave 

o•er the land of the free and the home of 

the brave? 

Welcome 
Major General Norbert J. Rappl, United States Army- Retired 

Greetings 
Honorable Cheryl Dinolfo, County Executive, Monroe County 
Honorable Lovely Warren, Mayor, City of Rochester 

Cake Cutting Ceremony 
Brigadier General John G. Baker 
United States Marine Corps 

- Lunch being Served-

Honorary Chair 
Todd Baxter- Executive Director-Veterans Outreach Center, Inc. 

Guest Speaker 
Brigadier General John G. Baker 
United States Marine Corps 

Closing Remarks 
Major General Norbert J. Rappl, United States Army- Retired 

Retiring of the Colors 
Multi Service Color Guard 

Benediction 
Chaplain (Lieutenant Colonel) Robert F. Searle, US Army- Retired 

God Bless America 

God Bless America, 

Land that I love. 

Stand beside her, and guide her, 

Through the night with the light from 

above. 

From the mountains, to the prarles, 

to the oceans, white with foam, 

God Bless America, 

My home sweet home. 

God Bless America, 

My home sweet home 

God Bless America 

~rom the mountains, to .the prairies, 

to the oceans, white with foam, 

God Bless America, 

My home sweet home. 

God Bless America, 

My home sweet home. 



A Special Thanks To 

For hosting the Armed 
Forces Day Luncheon 
committee meetings 

For donating the incredible cake An Independent Senior Living Community 
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Very special thanks to our table sponsors 

Veterans Outreach Center 0 Korean War Vets 
Lions Clubs lnternationat District 20El 0 Ridge Webster VFW Post 9483 
Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 20 0 Anthony DeBellis 
391st Regimental Officers Association 0 Marie Campbell 
Ladd Exclusive Agency 0 Marianne Sernoffsky 
Genesee Valley Det. Marine Corps League 0 Genesee Valley Chapter-MOAA 
Rice-Hallick VFW Post 546 0 Marine Corps Coordinating Council 

Our Inside Display Exhibitors 

Veterans Outreach Center • Lap Robes for Vets 
Blue Star Mothers NY#l • Survivors Outreach Services 
Dogs on Deployment • Military History Society of Rochester 
Army Strong Community Center • Monroe Community College 
Monroe County Veterans Service Agency • Honor Flight 
Chapter 20, WA • VA H-Pact Team 
American Red Cross • Nazareth College Veteran's Club 
Heroes Home Advantage • Gold Star Memorial 
Lions Club • Marine Corps Coordinating Council 

"In Memory of Charles Skopinsky" - Bernard Skopinsky 

SENI ~R 
~~ 

Betty Perkins-Carpenter, 
Consultant, Author & Speaker 

~ Prudential 
Mark J. Priut 
A!!otlt¥ fUll:rutter 
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The "*•liaJ flmtllce C:nnpany Df Anleric:a 
tOO() PitUfurd.Vkt« Ro!d. .Pittsfool MY i4534 
!el !iDS 46S-5963 Fax 515485~ Cell '585 74f;.()161 
markpriod~att:l)m 



Armed Forces Day Committee Members 

Caroline Ader, Chief Finance Officer 

Michael D. Cavallaro, USMC - Retired 
Samuel Cooper, Jr. 

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve 
Anthony DeBellis 

United States Army (Retired) 
American Legion 

Joseph DiPaolo 
RCSD School Safety Office 

Bruce Dunn, Chairman 
Peter Glennon 

New York Air National Guard 
Marv Hankinson 

Marine Corps Coordinating Council 
Lee Kauffman 

Jewish War Veterans 
Joyce Medwin 

Advisor- Veterans Club, MCC 
MattNafus 

United States Marine Corps- Retired 
Frank Panczyszyn 

391 st Regimental Officers Association 
Dr. Betty Perkins-Carpenter 

Korean War Veterans 

IN MEMORY OF ALL VETERANS IN 

ALL WARS, ALL OVER THE WORLD 

WHO FOUGHT FOR OUR 

FREEDOM WE ENJOY TODAY 

Major General (R) Norbert J. Rappl 
ESGRIUS Army Reserve 
Ambassador/KWV - American Legion 

Bing Reaves •. 
Rochester Police Department (Retired) 
VFW - Buffalo Soldiers 

William Robinson 
Provost Marshall Office 

Headquarters New York Guard 
Bill Sauers 

United States Army (Retired) 
Tom Schoenwetter 

United States Army (Retired) 
Marianne Semoffsky 

Veterans Outreach Center 
Dr. Alfred Smith 

Air Force Association 
James R. Vogel 

Colonel, United States Marine Corps (Retired) 
Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve 
American Legion Post #603 - Cooper Marine 

William E. Wean 
Colonel, United States Marine Corps (Retired) 

Office of the Chief, Army Reserve 

Major General (Ret) Norbert J. Rappl 
Army Reserve Ambassador 

New York 

The Ladies Auxiliary of The Jewish War ~461 Oakview Drive Cell: (585) 301-8562! 
• Rochester NY 14617 Home: (585) 266-11 541 

Veterans of Dav1d Kauffman Post #41 Nirappl@aol.com Office: (585) 266-8630. 
t .................................................................................... F..al< : . f.~a.s.l.2.~§:.9.~2.~ 

Medals, Badges, Patches, Ribbons, Caps 
Clothing, Boots, Gear, Buckles, Flags 

Award Cases, Military Rings & Watches 

C.M: 
Gifts and Militaria 

Est: 1987 

THANK YOU 

DAVID J. KAUFFMAN POST #41 

JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF U.S.A. 

FOR 20 YEARS OF FAITHFUL SUPPORT TO 
~ 

THE ARMED FORCES DAY COMMITTEE 

Charles Rabidoux 
USMC 1957-61 

497 Stone Road (Greece) 

2nd Mar. Div. 
Rochester, NY 14616 -LEE KAUFFMAN 

(585) 865-7370 
PAST COMMANDER 



Support Upstate New York Marines with a 
Hole Sponsorship at the Leatherneck Open. 
Now d1at we're caring for all Upstate New York 
Marines west of A1bany we need your help more 
than ever. Everything we have usually done is 
still getting done, just on a bigger scale. The 
Emergency Relief Fund and the Marine 
Peacetime/ \Vartime Support Team is available 
to more than three times as many Marines. We 
also support two Marine Corps Birthday Balls. 
And MCCC Scholarships are awarded both in 

Syracuse and 
Buffalo. 

Ourmostim­
ponant fund 
raiser is our 
Leatherneck 
Open. 

It suppons all of our effons for these young 
Marines in Buffalo, Rochester and Syracuse. 
And your sponsor­
ship sign will be 
seen by aU the best 
people. It's re-ally a 
sign that you care ,....,!!!' 
for our young 
Marine Reservists. 

And because we are 100% volunteer virtually 
all of your $250 will go to the troops. We have 
no payroll! No major expenses. And because 
of the suppon of the Veterans Outreach Center 
we have no rent What we receive in donations 
finds its way to the Marines. Always has. Always 
will. lts how we do Semper Fidelis. 

Thrre Iror1 Horse Marines n~a>ive MCCC 
Sclwlm-ships November 2015. 

Need more information. CaU Peter Kelderhouse at 585 303-3659 
or leave a message for Peter at our phone service at 

844 MCCCROC (844 622-2762). 



In Memory of 
Dr. Vincent Renzi, 
Captain, US Army, 

Renzi Family 

US Army Tech. 5th Class 
398th -Infantry Regiment -

lOath Infantry Division 

KIA 10 January 1945 
France 

Awarded 
The Silver Star 

And The Purple Heart 
Ellis Medvin Medic 

Forever Missed 
Proudly Remembered 

The Medwin Family 
Sandy, Carolyn, Joyce 



VETERANS' MEMORIAL & EXECUTIVE COUNCIL I 
United Veterans 

OF THE CITY OF ROCHESTER and Monroe County, New York 

AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION 
AMERICAN LEGION 

ACTIVE MEMBERS 

MONROE COUNTY POWERS CHAPTER 15, DAV INC. 
Monroe Voiture Ill & 40 Hommes et 8 ChevAux 
JEWISH WAR VETERANS 
KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATION 
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
MILITARY OFFICERS ASSN. OF AMERICA 
35th In f. Reg. Association (Cacti) 

Colon Retired 

• AIR FORCE SERGEANTS ASSOCIATION 
• CATHOLIC WAR VETERANS 
• GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 
• MILITARY CHAPLAINS ASSOCIATION 
• MILITARY ORDER OF THE COOTIE 
*OLD GUARD 
• SONS OF UNION VETERANS 
• 27111 DIVISION ASSOCIATION 
• UNITED SPANISH WAR VETERANS 
• VETERANS OF THE BA TILE OF THE BULGE 
• VETERANS OF WORLD WAR l 
• PEARL HARBOR SURVIVORS ASSOCIATION 

NAVY SEABEE VETERANS OF AMERICA ISLAND X-12 
SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 
THOMAS F. HEALY VFW POST 16 
PATCHEN-BRIGGS VFW POST 307 
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 
VETERANS FOR PEACE 
VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA CHAPTER 20 
391" Regt. Officers Association 
Employers Supporting the Guard & Reserve 

Affiliated Orpnjzations 

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE POST 709 
108111 INFANTRY DIVISION 
PERSIAN WAR VETERANS 
AMERICAN EX-POW 
AM VETS 
COMBAT INFANTRYMAN' s ASSOCIATION 
40 HOMMES ET 8 CHEVAUX 
ITALIAN AMERICAN WAR VETERANS 
LALLA ROOOKH GROTTO LEGION OF HONOR 
MASONIC WAR VETERANS 
MILITARY ORDER OF THE PURPLE HEART 
WAVES NATIONAL- FINGER LAKES UNIT 49 
Ft. Drum 71h District Subcouncil 

Recognize those who have passed on since April 1, 2015 through March 31, 2016 
When: Sunday, May 22, 2016 at 3:00pm for the annual service. 

Where: Rochester War Memorial (Blue Cross Arena) 

Flags of the Armed Services to be placed at the entrance to the various cemeteries in Monroe County, May 30. 

Recognize those who have served with the Rochester City Memorial Day Parade on May30, 2016 
Parade starts at Scio and East Ave and runs through West Main St to Plymouth Ave. 

The parade begins at 10:30 am. 



Your Service is 
Truly Appreciated 

Col. Matthew Nafus, USMCR 

Matthew 

for Monroe County-Court Judge 



We owe an incredl6[e de6t of· 
gratitude to tlie men and women of 

our armed forces. 
rrtiank,you and :Jvlay (]od (]3{ess. 



The. Lesaq- Iadependea't Seoior Living Comm 

Salu'te members of our Arm Po.rces! 

Honor Flight, Inc. and affiliated hubs in the national Honor Flight Network are private, not-for-profit organizations created solely to honor America's 
Veterans for their many sacrifices. 

Honor Flight first flew in May 2005 with six small planes flying twelve WWII veterans, departing from Springfield, Ohio. In 2006, with a rapidly ex­
panding waiting list, the program transitioned to commercial airline carriers to accommodate more veterans. That same year Honor Flight part­
nered with Honor Air in Hendersonville, North Carolina and Hero Flight in Provo, Utah to establish the national "Honor Flight Network" which has 
expanded aggressively to include cities across the nation. By 2007 official Network hubs had been established in 32 cities, to localize community 
commitment, operational planning, and fund-raising. 

Today there are more than 70 regional hubs. There are also 8,000 veterans located beyond those hubs on a national registry who wait a full year 
to be called for their Honor Flight. Based on recent statistics, every day we lose more than more 1,200 WWII veterans across the country. 

The mission of Honor Flight is more than timely; it is urgent! 

Very importantly, due to generous private donors like you, our honored heroes travel absolutely free. 

At Honor Flight we are committed to providing these heroes with, quite literally, a safe and memorable trip of a lifetime. 

Thank you for joining us with your generous support! 

HONORING AMERICA'S VETERANS 



Contact us and find out how we can help 
you and your family 

* Veterans Outreach Center * 459 South Avenue * Rochester, NY 14620 * (585) 546-1081 * veteransoutreachcenter.org * 

• A LJTCIIVICITIVE~ /IVC. 

SPECIALIZING IN FOREIGN ~ 
& DOMESTIC CAR REPAIRS ~/ 

COMPUTER ALIGNMENT SPECIALISTS 

KEVIN W. MOORE 
MASTER ASE CERTIFIED TECHNICIAN 

1886 MONROE AVE. 
ROCHESTER, NY 14618 

PH: (585) 461-1666 



We Support the 
Men and Women 

of the U.S. 
Armed Forces. 

Those who have 
served-past, present 
and future-deserve 

our gratitude, 
our admiration, 
and our respect. 
Thank you, 

Peter Vazquez,(disabled 
veteran) and family 

NYS Assemblyman Peter 
Lawrence (134th District) 

honors all of the brave men 

and women serving in our 
Armed Forces 

And welcomes Brigadier 
General John G. Baker, 

USMC, to this year's 
- Annual Luncheon! 



Gold Star Mothers 

When the United States entered World War I in 1917, George Vaughn Seibold, 23, volunteered, requesting 
assignment in aviation. He was sent to Canada where he learned to fly British planes since :the United States 
had neither an air force nor planes. Deployed to England, he was assigned to the British Royal Flying Corps, 
148th Aero Squadron. With his squadron, he left for combat duty in France. He corresponded with his fami­
ly regularly. His mother, Grace Darling Seibold, began to do community service by visiting returning service­
men in the hospitals. 

Grace continued to visit hospitalized veterans in the Washington area, clinging to the hope that her son 
might have been injured and returned to the United States without any identification. While working 
through her sorrow, she helped ease the pain of the many servicemen who returned so war-damaged that 
they were incapable of ever reaching normalcy. 

She organized a group consisting solely of these special mothers, with the purpose of not only comforting 
each other, but giving loving care to hospitalized veterans confined in government hospitals far from home. 

The organization was named after the Gold Star that families hung in their windows in honor of the de­
ceased veteran. 

After years of planning, June 4, 1928, twenty-five mothers met in Washington, DC to establish the national 
organization, American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. 

We stand tall and proud by honoring our children, assisting our veterans, supporting our nation, and heal­
ing with each other. 

To all of those who serve 
our country and the sacri· 
fices you have made to pre· 
serve our freedoms. 

We Honor You 

We Salute You 

WeThankYou 

Senator Joe Robach 

56th Senatorial District 
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~ DAVID J. KAUFFMAN POST #4 ~ 
~ ~ 
I JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF THE JWV OF THE U.S.A. IS THE OLDEST ACTIVE I 
l U.S.A. VETERANS ORGANIZATION CHARTERED BY l 
~ ~ 

SUPPORTS THE ARMED FORCES ~'',,, CONGRESS. ESTAB~ISHED MARCH 10, i896 ',,,~' 

~ DAY COMMITTEE ~ 

~ ~~:s~~=i~ER SR. VICE COMMANDER I 

I ~~~c:1~~~~tNDER ~;~;~;;.~~:~E l 
QUARTERMASTER ADJUTANT 
Lawrence Schulman Morton Stein, PC 

CHAPLAIN ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR 
Frank Kazdan Walter Silverman 

~ 1 
: ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... .: 

391st Regimental Officers' Association 

The 391st Regimental Officers' Association has been a proud sponsor ofthe 

annual Rochester Area Armed Forces Day Luncheon for many years. It has 

been our tradition to honor deceased members of our Regiment each year, 

with special tributes to those with exceptional dedication, support, and reg­

imental spirit. However, it is our duty to gladly report that, since last years' 

Armed Forces Day Luncheon, we are blessed to still have all our members in 

the fold. 

The Regiment offers kind thoughts and prayers for some of us who are be­

ginning to lose an edge, and those that have survived serious medical procedures or injuries; and we look 

forward to seeing all y'all, healthy, same time next year. 

To those of our "hero's" who have passed on in previous years, and to their families, your eternal flame 

burns within us. God Continue to Bless You. 

To our friends arid associates in other Veteran organizations who are present with us each year at this patri­

otic Armed Forces Day assembly, God Bless You. God Bless our Military, active and reserve; and God Bless 

the United States of America. 

From the Officers and Board of Governors or the 391st Regimental Officers' Association 



Blue Star Mothers Of America, Inc., New York Chapter One 

Between the Canandaigua Academy and 
VA Hospital 

Refreshments, relaxation and resources for 
All military, veterans, families and friends 

BLUE STAR CANTEEN 

Mon. and Fri. 4:00-7:00 pm 
3rd Sat. of the month 12:00-4:00 

www.bluestarmothersnyl.org 

. . '························································································································································································································································································' 
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Genesee 
Valley 
! Chapter 

~Military 
i Officers 
j Association I Of America 

'Jn~o/ 

True 
And Loyal 
American 

Advocate 
For All 
Americans 

~ Gerald D. Luzum, CAPT, CEC, USN (Ret) ~ 
l 21 September 1939-31 January 2016 I 

WELCOME HOME! 

TO ALL WHO HAVE SERVED 

TO ALL WHO CONTINUE TO 

SERVE 

OUR GREAT COUNTRY 

CHAPTER 20 VVA 

ROCHESTER, NY 

. . ·········································································································································''-------------------' 



In >111ly 4 \'el( !.add Extluu\"t A~nty's Heroes Hollie' Ad~nt\1~~ Pro~m h:li """" ~ 
nwt( d1.1r' !50 ~I HEROES ~\~ "'"~ thao Sl\\ " m (~h b~Kk, q\'Jib ~r.J rchlt~l-,SJOO.® 
.i t~t ll \lW' llW•I wmmn . .~i<.ml~itl!: lro% Ju<'<tll· t\1 ~~~ HERO~ft<r cklsilllj Ill thank them fiX th¢ir 
~~VI((>. W.: ~r~ "~It "ut we :;iw 1no.'r than ~n ~':lll'!l:IIC c\Jfllranv 1\WIJ ~wr I:!\~ b-1 k. 

j~~ 
. . Heroes 

Home 
. -:g}'dvantage 

585·377·5233 

~PATRIOT 
·"ENERGY 

Helping Customers save on their Utility Bills. 

Contact us for a FREE RG&E or National Grid Utility Cost Analysis. 

If we can't save you money, we "ill pay you 

_.. .. _ .... lllll!lllllil DOUBLE mE DIFFERE1VCE on your current bill! 

info@HeroesHomeAdvantage.com www.HeroesHomeAdvantage.com 

49 R.&ilm:xl \'C. • Hilt«ln, NY l-HOS 
Cdl: ~s-.ro,'l-.7"'-'~61 t~ SS>.J6t>Jll4 

Fit.X: SSJ92.S OJ 
<IMI ~r.-,dwagl~"'mt 

vww.NIIIIJtNI&k-tnf 

E -rna i I: PatriotEnergy@MP·OE·LLC.com 

Phone: 585·943·9916 A Veteran Owned Business 

·~~~~~~~~~~~~~' 

In memory of 

Colonel Bruce 

Campbell 
Always a Soldier 

HELICOPTER PILOTS 

and 

TWO DEAR FRIENDS, ON 
THAT WALL 

......................................................................................................................................................................................... 



~ikirch's 
Hans J. Farnung 
930 linden Ave. 
P.O. Box1S1 
East Rochester, NY 14445-0151 

CEO/President 
Office: (585) 248-3434 Ext 109 

Fax; (585) 248-3973 
Hans@Beikirchs.com 

www .beikirchs.com 

Homeland Security & Straight Talk 

Show 

Monday 8:00 PM 

Saturday 7:00PM 

Sunday 7:00 PM 

1040 AM/92.1 FM & WYSL1040.com 

Bill Robinson 
(585) 413-6340 

Ralph Esposito 
(585) 244-8832 

Shooters' Committee On Political 
Education (SCOPE): 
Web site: http://SCOPEny.org 

PO Box 12711, Rochester, NY 14612 
Ken Mathison, Treasurer 
Phone: 585-967-1040 
E-mail: info@SCOPEny.org 

Lions Clubs International 
Rochester (NY) Downtown Host Club 

The world's largest service organization 
1.3 million members in 200+ countries 

Contact us for more information: 

Rochesterlions@gmail.com 
+1-585-210-0528 
Twitter: @Rochesterlions 
WNW.e-clubhouse.orgtsites/RochesterDHLC 

Childhood Vision Screenings • Educational Support • Community SeNice 

~ikirch's 
Hunter Supply 

210 w. Main st. Phone: 1814> 302-4058 
Elkland, PA 16920 (814) 326·4157 

Sales@BeilelrchsHuntersupply.com 
www.BelklrchsHuntersupply.com 

www.2ndamendment.com 

The Second 
Amendment Show 

Wednesday 8:00 PM 
Saturday 12:00 noon & 6:00PM 

1040 AM/92.1 FM & WYSL1040.com 
Bill Robinson Ralph Esposito 

(585) 413-6340 (585) 244-8832 

LaserMax (www.lasermax.com) 

3495 Winton Place, Bldg. B Rochester, NY 14623 

Military, Police, Security Lasers 

tel: 800.527.3703 (toll free) 

tel: 585.272.5420 (locally) 

fax: 585.272.5427 

www.lasermax.com 

Hours of operation 

9am-5pm EST Monday-Friday 

Air Force Association 
Genesee Valley Chapter 308 

Rochester, New York 

Ask how you can support •.. 



Genesee Valley 

Your ~~no-nonsense" car dealer!® 
CIIR¥C>I F"R 

Exit 10 i-· .~ -,-;--\ 

AVON . 390 ' 
BUSINESS ETHICS " 
ROCHESTER AREA<~~· 
FOUNDATION Y 

ETHIE Awards Recipient 

...... 
~ I Torch Award Winner 4li Marketplace Excellence 

BBB Trust • Performance • Integrity 

Winner • 2014 • BBB of Upstate New York 
® 

RATING 



Armed Forces Day History 
On August 31, 1949, Secretary of Defense Louis Johnson announced the creation of 
an Armed Forces Day to replace separate Army, Navy and Air Force Days. The single 
-day celebration stemmed from the unification of the Armed Forces under one depart­
ment -- the Department of Defense. Each of the military leagues and orders was asked 
to drop sponsorship of its specific service day in order to celebrate the newly an­
nounced Armed Forces Day. The Army, Navy and Air Force leagues adopted the 
newly formed day. The Marine Corps League declined to drop support for Marine 
Corps Day but supports Armed Forces Day, too. 

In a speech announcing the formation of the day, President Truman "praised the work 
of the military services at home and across the seas" and said, "It is vital to the securi­
ty of the nation and to the establishment of a desirable peace." In an excerpt from the 
Presidential Proclamation of Feb. 27, 1950, Mr. Truman stated: "Armed Forces Day, 
Saturday, May 20, 1950, marks the first combined demonstration by America's de­
fense team of its progress, under the National Security Act, towards the goal of readi­
ness for any eventuality. It is the first parade of preparedness by the unified forces of 
our land, sea, and air defense." 

The theme of the first Armed Forces Day was "Teamed for Defense." It was chosen 
as a means of expressing the unification of all the military forces under a single de­
partment of the government. Although this was the theme for the day, there were sev­
eral other purposes for holding Armed Forces Day. It was a type of "educational pro­
gram for civilians," one in which there would be an increased awareness of the Armed 
Forces. It was designed to expand public understanding of what type of job is per­
formed and the role of the military in civilian life. It was a day for the military to 
show "state-of-the-art" equipment to the civilian population they were protecting. It 
was a day to honor and acknowledge the people of the Armed Forces of the United 
States. 

According to a New York Times article published on May 17, 1952: "This is the day 
on which we have the welcome opportunity to pay special tribute to the men and 
women of the Armed Forces ... to all the individuals who are in the service of their 
country all over the world. Armed Forces Day won't be a matter of parades and recep­
tions for a good many of them. They will all be in line of duty and some of them may 
give their lives in that duty." 

The first Armed Forces Day was celebrated by parades, open houses, receptions, and 
air shows. In Washington, D.C., 10,000 troops of all branches of the military, cadets, 
and veterans marched pass the President and his party. In Berlin, 1,000 U.S. troops 
paraded for the German citizens at Templehof Airfield. In New York City, an estimat­
ed 33,000 participants initiated Armed Forces Day "under an air cover of 250 military 
planes of all types." In the harbors across the country were the famed mothballed 
"battlewagons" of World War II: the Missouri, the New Jersey, the North Carolina, 
and the Iowa, all open for public inspection. Precision flying teams dominated the 
skies as tracking radar was exhibited on the ground. All across the country, the Amer­
ican people joined together to honor the Armed Forces. 
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