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Rochester is a beautiful city. ~uch of its beauty lies in its 

buildings ... a beauty often overlooked as we rush along 

in our daily ways. 

Here, in this booklet, we can observe through the eyes of 

the camera. The photography is by Fred Powers, chief 

photographer of the Democrat and Chronicle and the series 

appeared on the editorial page for thirty consecutive days. 

It is reprinted as a public service in the hope that the 

reader may more fully appreciate the beauty around us. 
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Academy of Medicine Is a House of Rich Background 

AS t:AST AVt:SI 't: SltoWl'l.ACt:, both"' the forrutr 
L)on homt- and u H.o('hr~Ltr Atad~my of MedicJne, 
thl~ t :ngll•h f;othlr building at 1441 East Ave . w•s do­
n•trd to lhf' Andrm _v in 1938 by the daughters of Ed­
mund I.) on , H.orhhlt'f auornt"y. Although U has been 
rnlargrd and rrrnodt'ltd , it originally wu home of • 

plone•r Brighton physldan, Dr. Elisha Mlller. The 
Lyon family bought II tn 1880, remodeled it tn 1913. 
It contains many secret passageways and compart­
ments. Academy, founded in 1900, has about 750 mem· 
hers. This pldure Is 24th tn ..,ries of studits of tn­
ten~~;ttng or unique buildings 'D tM Rochester area. 



Some Early American History Incorporated Here 

PA'ITERNED AFTER Independence Hall in Phila­
delphia is School 19 in Seward Street. It is known 
as William H. Seward School, named for the Auburn 
statesman who was Secretary of State in Abraham Lin-

coin's cabinet. The street upon which it is located alsu 
was named for him. Rochester has 52 public ~.chool s. 
This picture is another in a month-long series depict· 
ing interesting and unique buildings in Rochester. 



Mormon Church a Striking Contemporary Design 

DRAMATICALLY DIFFERENT from prchi!ectural 
standpoint Is the new Churcft of Jesus Christ of Lat­
ter-Day Saints at 171 Reservoir Ave. It was completed 
last April. Part of the construction was accomplished 
by lay members of the church who worked three 
nights a week. The church has 350-400 members. Lam-

inated beams and the white cast stone front are high­
lights of the design, along with colored glass panels 
in front and ~ides. The butldlng contains sanctuary, 
and educational facilities, cost $225,000. This 
is the 31st in a series of pictures of interest· 
ing or unique buildings in the Rochester vldnlty. 



Rochester and Monroe County in the Air Age 

SEEN UNDER THE NOSE of an airliner awaiting 
passengers is lbe profile of the Rochester-Monroe 
County Airport terminaL Bull! a! a cost of three­
quarters of a million dollars, II wao dedluted 
In 1953 !o sene community'• Increasing airline 
business. Terminal, deolgned by Rochester arehl!ed 
"•••dl•t M. Ade, 11 low, red brlek otrueture, wl!b 
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""'oo!h-llowlng llues. CAA said terminal, when new, 
was one or most functionally la id out In nation. 
Already there Is talk of enlarging and improving ll 
because of the growing nUmber or air passengers 
sen•ed. An average of 70 flights per day are sched­
uled out of Rochester. Picture is one or a nries on 
lntereo!lng or unique arehl!edure In Rochester orea. 



Nazareth College ... 12-Year Dream That Came True 

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING of Nazareth College, 
In East Avenue, Pittsford, was one of four college 
buildings constructed In. 1941 to bring to reality a 
dream that began 12 years earlier when expansion 
plans for the college were Initiated. Of English Gothic 
arcllltedure, Ibis building contains office• and 50 
classroom• and laboratories. It was opened In Jan· 

uary, 1942; ground was broken July 5, 1940. The col· 
lege was founded in 1924 at 981 Lake Ave. with 26 
women students. Four years later it moved to 402 
Augustine St. When the new college In Pittsford was 
opened there were 300 students; now there are about 
700. Thl" li!ii 27th pirture in a stries of studies of 
inttrrslln~ and unique buildings in Rorhester ar('a . 



A CONTEMPORARY DESIGN with Tudor effeds 
marks St. Thomas More Catholic Church at 2617 East 
Ave., Brighton. Benealh the cross Is a replica of 
lhc coat of arms of Thomas More, who was Chan· 
cellor of England under Henry VIII. The otalned 

glus windows depld six scenes from the liCe of 
Thomas More. The half million dollar otrutturo 
was completed for use In July, 1958. This Is 
another of a series of photographis studle• of 
a number of Rochester's many unique bulldlng1. 



Functional Lines Predominate . 
m Northside Hospital 

NORTHSIDE HOSPITAL on Portland Avenue Is con­
sidered the kingpin of Rochester·~ multi-million-dol­
lar hospital expansion program. The 4'h-mllllon­
dollar structure Is built of reinforced concrete, 
faced with brick and trimmed with Indiana lime­
stone. Entrance leads Into glass-fronted lobby. The 

8-story building, with 255 beds. Is expected ulti­
mately to be expand_ed ·to 500 beds. The institution 
technically is a division of Rochester General Hos­
pital. The building was designued by Carl C. Ade, 
Rochester. This picture is one of a series of 
Interesting examples of ar<hitecturo In Rochester. 



From River Bed Rock to . Wings of Memorial Square 

1:\ THIS VERTICAL SWEEP of several hundred feet 
the ·camera's lens caught part of the Genesee River, 
cast s.ide Of Community War Memorial and the 
wing-capped tower of Times Square Building. Archi· 
teet Ralph Walker in 1929 got the Idea for tower 
motif while on ' beach. He stood two sea-shells up 

in such a way as to resemble wings. They were 
duplicated in aluminum atop the tower. View shows 
entrance porch of 7-miilion-doliar War Memorial 
designed by Kaelber & Waasdorp along con­
temporary modern lines. Picture is one of series of 
interesting or unique buildings in Rochester area. 



The Stately Elegance oF Memorial Art Gallerv 

A GIFT OF MRS. JAMES S. WATSON as a me· 
mortal to her son, James G. Averell, an arehltedure 
s111dent, Memorial Art Gallery, 490 ·University 
Ave., was buill of gray Indiana limestone In 
early Italian renaissance style. VIsible over the 
entrance are three sculptured reliefs which represent, 

from )eft to right, scwpture, ar~hltedure and 
music. The main gallery was completed In 1913 
and enlarged In 1926. In design, construction 
and arrangement, It is considered unique. This Is 
another In a monlh·long series of camera studies 
of buildings, each with Ito own claim to beauty. 



A Stern Facade ... But l'nside, Help for the Afflicted 

THIS OUTSTANDING EXAMI'I.B of Greell: Bemal 
udlltedllre, the for.er Gonloa 'l'bllll ettate al 1571 
£aat An., Ia the lao- of the UaUecl Ce~bral Pall}' 
Aalll. of llle Roeheater ~. IDe. Tbe aaodalloa, or· 
Culled Ia lMI by a &roap of pareala of eblldrea who 

llave the dlaeue, partbueclllle properl7 of oboe mer· 
dwll Tblac Ia 1948. Approxlmalely48 ebDdrea and 22 
adalla allead lbe eealer procnm Ia 14-room bouse. 
Tbla plelure Is %9th Ia a series of studies of Interest· 
IDI and ualque examples of arclllleelure In Roehester. 



Genesee Valley Club Typical East Avenue Mansion 
:; 

0.\"E OF THE REST cxample!ii of Doric style Greek 
Tf'\"i\·aJ architecture ili the front entrance to Gene­
srr \'allcv Club at 421 East An~ .. founded in lRR:). 
This was ·thP Gi lman H. Prrkin!ii home. purchased in 
1920 for $12:i ,OOO when George Eastman was club 

president. Club's first hcadquas:Jcrs also " C'rr in a for ­
mer Prrkins home at 3R S. Washington St. In IR89 
club built a $60,000 structure at·East An•. and Gibbs 
Sl. Thi!ii picture il'i another of a month-lnnJ! !iierirs of 
studirs of interesting buildings in Rochester area. 



Marine Motif . In Evidence at Charlotte High School 

PEACEFUL l\0\\' THAT SCHOOL Is out. Char.olte 
High School, when opened for use in 1933, was con­
sidered ahead of its time. It was designed in the 
office of Francis Scherer, superintendent of school 
huildings. Pedestals at entrance supporting lights 
were modeled after Charlotte light house. Above third· 
lloor "indows is reproduction of port scene. Octag-

onal room at top is used as vocal music room. Buill 
of West VIrginia brick and limestone, the building 
cost $1,191,863. Structure was first school to usc 
aluminum windows and spandrels. So advanced \Us 
school when completed it became subject of nation­
wide publicity among school administrators. This is 311-

o,thcr Jn series of pictures or interesting archltccturr . 



Quiet 

GEORGE "EASTMAN HOUSE, 900 East A••e., was 
built in 1905 and sened as George Eastman's resi· 
dencc until his death in 1932. It was bequeathed 
to the Uni\'crsity of Rochester as a home for the 
t.:. of R. president. II was so used until 1947 
when it was converted into a historical , cultural 
and photographic center as a memorial to Mr. E1st-

Easi·man House 

man, chief creator of modern photography. The builti· 
ing was designed by the late J . Foster Warner. 1',ke 
structure was built or cream-colored antique brick. 
The style is Georgian Colonial. This is a front 
view showing the four lofly Corinthian columns 
supporting the gabled roof or the portico. This 
is one of a series of architectural photographs. 



Rundel Memorial Building, Repository of Wisdom 

RUNDEL MEMORIAL BUILDING Is UDique In at 
least two _ways. The strueture, buill of Indiana 
limestone and North Carolina granite, bad to be 
~onstru~ted over the Subway. It Is also dlstln· 
gulshed by lofty words ~blseled In enduring atone 
on Its walls. It Is a simple, modern lnterpreta· 
lion of Renalssan~ tradition. On South Avenue 

front over ~olonnade Is panel on which are Inscribed 
words to the memory of donor, Morton W. Run•el. 
SurmountiQg pylon on each side are figures sym· 
bollzing Inscriptions on exterior of the building. 
Building cost ,1,295,000 or which all except a PWA 
payment of '314,000 was bequeathed by .Mr. Runde!. 
Pleture is one of series or buildings in the ~lty. 



Designed to Serve ... Bausch Science and History Hall 

-r 

BAUSCH HALL OF SCIENCE AND· WSTORY, first 
uti of the Rodlester Museum of Arts aud Sdeuees, 
157 Eul Ave:! wu made possible by gift of Edward 
Bauseh, 1deuwt aud mauufaeturer. Deslgued by Kael· 
Iter & Waudorp, Weurleb, Roebester ardllteds, II Is 
referred to 25 times ID "Museum Bulldlugs, Vol. 1," 
pubiiJhed by Amerleau Assu. of Museums. Regarded 

as a moclellu ammgement, It wu rauked 1Zth amoua 
1,600 museums· of uatlou '!l'heu declleated ID 19U. 
Through the eutrauee ahowu here, 17%,000 vlslton 
walked 1'111 year to view l<leutlfle aud hlstorleal ex· 
hlblts. Museum offldals look upon Bauseh Hall as be· 
giDDIDg of au expmdlug lustltutlou. Pleture Is one of 
a ~tries depldlug Iuterestlllg ardlltedure of areL 



Eastman Theater, an 

WHEN THE ORNATE AND GRACEFUL stru<ture 
housing Eastman Theater and Eastman School of 
1\Jusic in Gibbs Street was opened for use in early 
Twenties, it was termed .. one of the noble architectural 
achievements of the country." It was designed after 
architects visited · theaters, music halls and schools 
of music all over the counti'y. Exterior is of 
modified Italian Renaissance design. Two lower 
stories are of rusticated stonework. Elaborate 
metal marquee extends length of building. Thtrd 
and fourth stories, of gray limestone, are adorned 

Achievement 
. 
tn Design 

wlt}l three.q'Uarter engaged Ionic columns set on 
curve of building over main entrance to theater. Dr­
sJgn is repeated in series of pilasters alternating 
with pedimented, square·headed windows. Entabla· 
ture, attic story, at.roteria crown building. Build· 
Jog is regarded as monument to vision and generosily 
of. Jts donor, George Eastman. Architects were 
Gordon & Kaelber, Rochester, in association with 
McKim, Meade & White, New York City. This pic­
ture is one of month·long series of lnterestin~ 
and architecturally unique buildings of the cit). 



A Spire of Learning ... St. John Fisher College 

ROCHESTER'S NEWEST COlLEGE Is SL John Fisher, 
at East Avenue and Fairport Road, Pittsford. It wu 
.,.ened In September, 1951, with 100 stndents. Oper· 
ated by the Basillan Fathen, the college Is on a 72-
aere plot, now has an enrollment of about 500. The ad· 

mfnlstraUon building pletnred hero lneludes dass· 
roo1111, le<:tnre halls, dining room, chapel, offices 
and a llbrary. Of collegiate Gothle deslgu, It has 
four stories with a 177-foot tower and spire, a colon­
nade across front, Ia first of 12 prop~sed buildings. 



Fortress Influence in Main Street Armory 

mE NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY, 900 Main St. E., 
In keeping with Its function, gives one the lm· 
pression of an Impregnable fortress.. Its arehlteo-

lure Is styled after the castles of medieval era. 
It was opened In 1907 with a gay military ball. 
Picture Is one of &erles of unique structures. 



Lights and Shadows from Ontario Beach Bathhouse 

A BROAD SWEEP of Lake Ontario skyline Is visible 
from Inside bathhouse at Ontario Beach. Two of the 
three columns showing fume the view of pier extend· 

lng Into lake from mouth of Genesee River. This Is 
one of a series of pictures of Interesting or unique 
architecture portrayed In balldlngs of the city. 



Auto Club Building Reflects Homelike Atmosphere 

ITS CHARM AND HOMELIKE theme overshadow the 
size - It measurea 50 by 80 feet - of the cupola· 
topped home of the Automobile Club of Rochester, 
190 Chestnut St. Opened Dec. 8, 1948, the one-story 

t ;_ 

Georgian ColonW buDding was then desulbed u 
the outstanding auto dub headquarters In the coun· 
try. This Is another picture In a series on 
unique or Interesting architecture of the city. 



The Towering Serenity of Colgate Rochester 

On THE CREST OF A HILL at Highland Avenae 
and South Goodman Street stand the English Gothle 
atyle brlel< strnetnres of Colgate Roehester Divinity 
Sehool. In the group and shown prominently In 
this vjew are the square tower of the admlnls· 
tratlon buDding, with spires and plnnaeles sug­
cestlve of EngUsb cathedral towers, and the ehapel. 

The main buDding, reached by a road leading 
through landscaped slopes, was dedicated In 1931, 
marking the merger of Colgate Theologieal Semi­
nary and Rochester Theological Seminary. James 
Gamble Rogers of New York City was arehiteet. This 
Is one of a series of photographic views of build· 
lngs In Roehester of outstandin~ aesthetic value. 



The Majestic Serenity of the Cutler Union Tower 

SURMOUNTING the 28-year-<>ld CUtler Union are 
the clasllic Jines of this dock tower. A center for 
social and muslesl activity of the Eastman School 
of Music students, the 3-story bnlldlng was pre· 

sented to the University of Rocbester by James G. 
CUtler, former mayor and head of Cutler· Mall Chute 
Co. This Is the first of a month-long series of 
umera stndles of unique buildings lu Rochester. 



The Million-Dollar-a-Floor Rochester State Hospital 

RISING 221 feel Is this multi-million-dollar brick 
and concrete giant known as the medical-surgical 
building of Rochester State Hospital. Construction 
started In 1953; it was formally opened last Dec. 
7. Designed by Kahnn & Jacobs of New York, the 
16-story structure houses 1,030 beds. Its million· 

brick exterior is spaced by 3,600 windows. In 
place of the dark somber colors of most hospitals 
its decorating motif includes rerls, yellows, ·greens 
and even champagnes. The Elmwood A venue strut· 
ture is one of a series of interesting buildings 
pictured In a month-long series on this page. 



Classic Grecian Lines . m 

HIGH ON THE RESERVOIR HILL, overlooking the 
southern part of the city, the Cobbs Hill gate house 
looks like a Greeelan temple, particularly at night 
when lights In the portico shine forth. The gate house, 

Cobbs Hill Gate House 

640 feet above sea level, gives Cobbs Hill Park a 
distinctive appearance. A cement walk 8 feet wide 
and 3,750 feet long circles the reservoir. In center 
of the house Is a drinking fountain for visitors. 



Dignity and Durability 

ST. BERNARD'S SEMINARY was lh~ enlmlnallon of 
a dr~am by the Most Rev. Bernard MeQuald, first 
bishop of Dloeese of Roehesler. Making the dream 
tome true loot aome doing. A $50 lega<y from Mrs. 
Rlehard Vernam w" nudeua of building fund ; the 
111m of $20,000 tame from the Cunningham family; 
and $5,000, a bequest from Palrlet Barry, was to 
be available when the seminary ~ll buUI. A la,.Ytr 

. 
m St. Bernard·s Seminary 

told the Bishop II eould be considered buill when 
there were four walls and a roof. The main build· 
ing, made of sandstone, Us modified Golhle alyle 
tower dominating the view, resulted. That let tbe 
seminary pick up the $5,000. Since the seminary, 
loeated at 2260 Lake Ave., was founded In 1883, 
five other buildings have been added. Thla 
picture is one of series of lnteresllng bulldln&a. 



Character and Dignity of Rochester Post Office 

WHEN THE CORNERSTONE for Rochester's Post 
Offi<e was laid, Postmaster-General James A. Farley 
said edifice would be one of character and dignity. 

. The two million dollar structure, designed by 
Gordon & Kaelber, Rochester architects, was 
turned over to the U.S. Government and custody of 
Postmaster Adolph M. Spiebler March 28, 1934. The 

Cumberland Street building at the lime was hailed 
as one of 19 most modern posto!Cices in the country. 
The modified Doric columns at entrance are in 
keeping with design combining convenience and 
beauty. Building 1s made of steel, sandstone, marble 
and granite to insure durability. Picture is one of 
series on outstanding architecture in · Rochester. 



Ecclesiastic Art . m Sacred Heart Cathedral 

SACRED HEART CATHEDRAL, 296 Flower City 
Park, is considered one of the finest examples of 
ecclesiastic art In Western New York. Completed in 
1927, the $300,000 edifice is of English Gothic 
architecture. A 96·foot tower rises at either end 

of the facade. The structure was designed " :0 
Charles A. Prinde\'ille of Chicago. The Rev. Geor~t 
V. Burns was pastor when the church was builL The 
parish was organized in 1911. This picture is om· 
of series on interesting architrrture in Rochester . 



Once a Monastery, Now Center for Handicapped 

BEffiND THE WALLS of this building of modified 
Spanish architecture at 1530 East Ave. activities 
are conducted to benefit 139 mentally retarded 
and physically handicapped youngsters. This Is the 
Day C!lre Center for Handicapped Children Ine., 

founded In 1949. From 1933 to 1956 It was a Car· 
mellte monastery, before that was "Willow Ponds" 

·estate of Charles D. Brown. Rochester Home Builders' 
Assn. Trust Fund aequlred It for $40,100 In 1958 for a 
center. The strudure was remodeled and renovated. 



A Center of· Medical Knowledge, Research, Care 

GllECIAN COLUMNS hlghllpt the eatruee to the 
Ualvenlty Medlcol Center which, In the 15 yean of 
Its eldatance, has contributed much to tile total medl· 
callmowledge of the United State&. Propoaed In 1120, 
the UR medical achool woo formally opened In 19%5. 
A f$,000,000 gift from the General Education Boord 
ealabltshed by John D. Rockefeller was matched by 1 

gift from George Eut1110. TOday tile ceater lacl..teo 
two hoopltala (Stronc Memorial aad Muldplll, publle 
heallb lahoratorlea, cllnlca and reteuch fadlltlea, 
the School of Medicine and DeatiJtrJ. and the 
School of Nursing. It baa about 1,880 empYoy... This 
Ia lbe %8th In 1 series of pictures depleting Inter· 
eatlnJ or unique architecture In Rochester area. 



The Majestic Tower of Asbury-First Church 

ASBURY-FIRST METHODIST CHURCH, 1050 East 
Ave., comblnea slron«, dean tinea with massive 
strength and vaceful symmetry. The tathedral­
llke structure was COIIIJileted In lUS il a cost of 
•1,250,000. Atop the 150-fool tower Ia a 10-foot 
otaJnleSI steel cross. Inside the to .. er Ia a set 

of 61 carlllonle bcU.. The edifice, which follow• 
American Gothic style of architecture, wu de­
signed by A. Hensel Fink, Philadelphia, of the 
nlethodlst Church. A puserby said that "just loot­
Ing al the church makes me want to pray." Picture 
II one of aerlea of Interesting bulldlnga of city. 



Charm and Solemnity . m 

~ 
' 

CONTEMPORARY LINES with Bvzontlne motif 
rhnacterize the $425,000 Greek ofthodox ..Church 
of the Annunciation, 962 East Ave. Designed by 
Faragher & Maoomber, Rochester, the edifice b made 
of brick with granite steps ond marble entrance· 
way. Th• X ond P over the doorway ore the first 
two Greek letters of the word "Christos/' mean-

Greek Orthodox Church 

lng Christ. It is one of earliest Christian emblems. 
The Alpha and Omega symbolize that "Christ i• 
everything." Over the emblem is the Greek cross. 
Worship begon In the church in October , 19S8. Mem. 
bers formerly "orshlped at 110 S. fitzhugh St .. a 
site pre .. mpted for Clvi< Center. Thi• view Is one 
of series of outstanding Rochester structures. 
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