


ROCHESTER'S NEWSPAPERS 
AND THEIR HOMES 

Airview below shows locatiot1 r.onvt•nienl to 
/lrtblic buildings, brtsiness o.ffices 

and of Iter sou.r ces of ueU'!i . 



TI-lE Spi1·it of The Gannett Newspapers is immurt alizcd in stmn.· on The Timcs-ll nion Building. 
Truth, guarding the eternal flame of cnlightcnmcnt,is the central figu1·c in this h~t·oic ~roup by 

Edmond H. Amatcis. 111c figures at the left arc Fine Arls and lnduslry; :1t the r1 ~ht , I .:lw and 
Agriculltu-c. The 11cralds of Day and Ni ;.:ht symbolize mnrning and cvt.:ning editions of the fH·css. 

Racing With the Hours 
c;}JA Y and night, weekdays and Sundays, residents of Rochester and nearby commun­
ities of Central and W estern New York are served by two great newspapers­
The Times-Union and The Democrat and Chronicle. Production of these news­
papers is a never ending race against time. Everyone is racing with the hours. 

A s the hour hand moves on i-ts double circuit of the dial, ihe scene changes. In 
the early morning hours of the new day there is activity in The Democrat and Chronicle 
Building in Main Street East, where reporters and editors are completing the news­
paper which greets you at your breakfast table. At the same time the news and 
advertisements for this newspaper are being 
transformed into type and then printed in The 
Times-Union Building on Times Square, for 
both newspapers use the same printing plant. 

Rochester's First Daily 

G(;HE TIMES-UNION takes up the race 
at 7 o'clock in the morning and carries on 
with six editions. This newspaper traces 
its ancestry back to The Daily Advertiser, the 
first daily between the Hudson River and the 
Pacific Ocean. It first appeared on October 
15 , 1826. It became the Union and Adver­
tiser in 1856 and The Times-Union in 1918. 

The Daily Democrat was established in 
I 834. A merger in I 870 brought The Dem­
ocrat and Chronicle into existence. Today 
The Times-- Union and The Democrat and 
Chronicle are just as distinctive in news and 
editorial policies as they have been for nearly a 
century. They operate as separate newspapers 
but their ideals are the same. They strive to 
be accurate, fair , interesting and dean. 

The D emocrat and Chronicle Bz<ild­
ing. located i11 Main Street East 

Ont' 



It is Friday afterno on in The D em ocrat anti C h ronidr nfficr and counter d t>rko; nre· 
ren?ivint.t clnssi/it:d ruh!Prli.-;in .S! fo r !hi' ,..,'u.uday etlit ion 

How Two Modern NewspatJers Are Made 
9F YOU have never visited a newspaper plant, many surprises are in store for 
you in The Times-Union Building. T he mechanical equipment which produces both 
newspapers represents man 's latest effort to beat time in the fi eld of newspaper publish­
ing. In the sub-basement one man with an electric truck unloads a car of print paper in 
two hours. A bove him the great Goss Unit-Type Rotary Press is pnntmg more 

than 50,000 pages a minute. O ther mechanical marvels awa1t your inspection. You 
are cordially invited to see your newspapers in the making. 

Before starting on our tour it is well to recall the early days of printing and publish­
ing. After Gutenberg first printed from movable type in Germany about 1450, nearly 
200 years elapsed before the first license to print domestic news was granted in Eng­
land . Newspapers were started m 
America in the first half of the 
18th century. The acquittal @ 

of John P eter Zenger of the 
charge of seditious libel 
in New York City in 
17 34 established the 
principle of freedom. 
of the press. The in­
troduction of the ro­
tary press with 
curved stereotype 
plates in 1863, and 
then wood pulp paper, 
photo-engraving and the 
linotype in the 80s made 
possible today' s newspaper. 

Where The Times-Union greets 
the public in its first floor lo/Jbv 

"l "wo 



=:;;;,,_ .. ,.-~, Thousands of gallons o/ gasoline and oil maf'p a bad /ire lor fi r t' · 
tn~n anti a hiJ! '"story" for newspapers 

C(i} HEN we read the news of the day we seldom think of the effort which has been 
made to gather, write, edit and then by mechanical means bring this news to us 
in printed form. W e take all this pretty much for granted. Now we hav~ an opportun­
ity to follow the news through all the processes and , to use a newspaper phrase, get the 
"story" of the news story. With newspapermen every news item is a '"storv . ·· 

Our first stop is the second floor of The Times-Umon Building. The ofhce of 
the General Manager i ~ on our right as we step from ihe elevator and in the l_arge room 

directly in front of us are the Ad­
vertising and Accounting De­
partments. H ere manag e rs, 
salesmen, accountants, clerks and 
stenographers handle the large 
volume of business which brings 
the newspaper most of its rev­
enue. Throughout the day sales­
men from this department are 
consulting with merchants and 
other distributors about advertis­
ing plans. This department so 
closely resembles other business 
offices that we shall continue to 

the News Room. Of/ice o/ the (;tmeral Managt••· 

Th rel' 



Rt:porter 
Hl'Ues time b v 
, ,~fephouiuK .neu's to a /(eu.ori le 1Hau 

In the News Room. new.> is written. edited and 
set~t by tube to the Composi>ll! Room 

In the News Room 
C('; HE clatter of typewriters. dick-clack of 
telegraph instruments and a buzz of voices 
welcome us now as we ·enter the News Room. 
Q uite a contrast from the calm of the Advertis­
mg and Accounting Departments. News must 
be handled quickly, but with care and accuracy. 

Here we realize that th1s business of getting out a daily newspaper is a race against time . 

.. This 1s .the News Room," says our guide. "Everything here centers at the Copy 
Desk. that oval-shaped table. Men who work around it are called copy readers. This 
room has nothing to do with the editorials which appear on the editorial page. Those 
are written by editorial writers who have offices on the fourth floor." 

We are told that the News Department is concerned only with the record of 
r.vents. Reporters and correspondents are trained to give the facts uncolored by per­
;onal fee lings, sentiment or prejudice. Copy readers are instructed to carry out this 
).lolicy. The Copy Desk is a central news mill which grinds on throughout the day . re-

}'IHtr 



l'hP Rewrite 
Mnn gets the 
news, fact bv 
far'/, from a 
•·eporter. fl e 
tyfu's out t/u:> 
,·tnry. !l1 ore 
til-ne saved. 

ceivmg Its grist from the Asso· 
ciated Press, the United Press, 
the Consolidated Press,. special 
correspondents and reporters. 
All copy is edited at this desk, 
changed when necessary to con­
form to certain rules of the paper, 

and frequently abnd ed because of lack of space. It is at this desk that the "heads," 
the lines m large ty e which appear over the news stories, are written. 

rhe Mana ing Editor is responsible for the operation of the News Department. 
He has an office djoinmg the News Room but, while the paper is in the making, he is 
found in the th' .k of the work. keeping m dose touch with the main news events of the 
day. He dele. ales much of his responsibility. The News Editor looks after the make­
up of the pa er, the City Editor directs the staff of city news reporters, and department 
editors hav their assigned tasks. 

When a Big Story Breaks 
9F E enter the News Room just as a big story "breaks," l~y wluch we mean 
the m ute the City Editor first hears of the event, we shall see things move. The 
fire~arm gong has clanged "ThreeT wos." This means that the fire department real 
rzes at it faces a real task to save property and perhaps life. The City Editor soon has 
fi re headquarters on the telephone . and learns 
rh the Sunshine Oil Company plant with its ,_·_loll•!• 

h ndreds of thousands of gallons of stored gas­
' me Is ablaze. 

''Dick, hop a taxi to Sunshine Street, 
way out North Clinton. Big firein oil plant, " 
he says to a reporter iilld then to a photographer, 
".Joe, get down to that oil fire as soon as you 
can. We can use some good action pictures in 
~1e later editions." 

. ~ T he Managmg Editor informs the Press 
l~oom and Madmg Room to he . ready for an 

"'"' fhc h~d ,.of :.:::;z; <he 

?(£, I t; 

Citv h'ditor confers u.rzth artist 

Viue e 



Photo-Engraver 
copies the pictu.re, fi.rst 

stet> in transfer of photo.~raphs 
to metal plates for printing with in!.• 

word on to the News Editor who is upstairs in the Compo'­
ing Room . An office boy is sent to tell the Photo-Engrav­

ing Department. All departments are now ready for emergency service. 

How the Big Story Comes In 
~OON Dick is phoning in the first of his story and a rewrite man is taking it down on 
his typewriter. "Half a million gallons of gasoline in danger ... Several mmor explo­
sions and more expected ... Supply of chemical exhausted and more sent for. '' 

So comes the story. Every minute counts. The copy goes to the Copy Desk to 
be read. A hasty conference decides to give the story the place of greatest prominence 
on page one. A heading which will stretch all the way across the page is written and 
story and head are rushed up the pneumatic tube to the Composing Room. 

Story and headings are in type in a few minutes. The front page has been made 
over and an extra is on the streets with a streamer in large type-

BIG FIRE PERILS OIL TANKS! 
The photographer hurnes in, develops his negatives, makes prints while they 

are still wet and delivers them to the City Editor. A selection is quickly made and the 
prints are turned over to an artist with instructions: 

"We'll use these two, Bert, this general view and the close-up of the firemen 
mixing chemical: Lay them out for four columns each and rush them through." Bert 
mounts and trims the prints and takes th£m to the Photo-Engraving Department. 

And the Race Goes On 
cnND so it goes in this room from 7:30 in the morning untii 4 o' dock in the 
afternoon, perhaps later. Telephones ringmg, telegraph machines clattering, type­
writers clicking, news executives keeping in touch with developments, department 
editors preparing their copy. reporters going out and coming in with news. 

At night this room is quiet but lights blaze 111 the News Room of The Demo­
crat and Chronicle Building and the race with the hours goes on. 

Si.1 



~===========================================================PS 

Where the Illustrations Are Made 
ez9HE photographs of the oil fire go through the processes of photo-engravmg 
and are tr-ansformed into a metal printing plate in 30 mmutes. We find the Photo­
Engraving Department on the second floor adjoinmg "the News Room . 

The process of photo-engravmg is so interesting that we might spend hal f a day 
to advantage in this department alone. However, it is not hard to understand. What 
we want to accomplish is to transfer the photograph of the· oil fir e to a metal plate from 
which we can print on paper with ink. If we look closely at a photo as it IS printed in a 
newspaper, we see that it is really made up of thousands of dob. In the darker portions 
of the picture the dots are so large that they seem to merge. In the lighter portions of the 
picture the dots are very small so that what we see is the white surface of the paper. 
The coml)ination of black dots and white paper give the grays or halftones. 

The photo-engraver makes a negative of the exact size of the finished metal 
plate. The dots are formed by making this negative through a screen crisscrossed with 
lines. Newspaper illustrations have 60 of these lines to the inch . 

The image from the halftone negative is printed on a m'etal plate which has been 
coated with a solution sensitive to light. The metal plate is etched with aml. 

Putting the Story Into Type 
WHEN last we saw the typewritten copy .of our oil fir e story. the chief of the 
Copy Desk had placed it in a carrier and shot it up a pneumatic tube. Our first port 
of call on the third floor will be at the terminal of this air line-the Copy Cutter's desk. 

"Plunk, plunk, plunk" come the leather copy carriers out of the tube. Our orig­
inal story has outdistanced us but other stories are coming. H ere is a stmv of some 
·length that must be ready for an edition within a few minutes. It is cut up mto ''takes' ' 
of a few lines each and given to operators of Linotype and lntertype machines. By this 
method it IS set almost instantaneously. 

If we follow one of the operators back to his machine we shall see how quickly 
typewritten copy is transformed into lines of type. The operator does not set type. In 

A sheet of metal is comed with tl 
solution sensiti'UP to light. and 
p/acnl iu the printing !ram P under 
tiH' hal/trnu• nefitalive as slwu..m at 

the righ t 



~~=========================================================~, 

response to his operation of the keyboard small matrices, brass molds bearing the cu t­
m torm of the letter or charac ter, drop from a magazine at the top of the machine and 
lrP assembled to form a line of molds. 

How Lines of Type Are Cast 
[7\( OW comes the casting. We cannot see this operation but we know it happens 
because m about ten seconds from the time the operator sends the line of molds mto 
the ca,ting mechanism the solid line of type. accurately tnmmed as to width and height , 
" deposited on a metal tray near the operator's left knee. 

W f> look at the side of the niachine and there see an electrically heated pot fi lled 
w1th metaL There is a plunger which forces the metal into the mold. V./e are fasci­
flated by this clicking, clacking, never-tiring r:narvel which produces lines of type four or 
livf' times as ;.apidlv as men can set separate type by hand. 

( )ur curiosity IS aroused by a metal arm which descends from the top of the ma­
r hmf> after every casting operation. It comes down empty but goes back with a handful 

1! matnces. Our guide takes us to the back of the machine to see what becomes of the 
rnatnces. \XI e see them pushed off the metal hand and caught up by a revolving spiral 
<haft. 'iow some of the little brass pieces are leaving the bi\r on which they slide along. 
Thev aw droppmg into their horne channels in the magazine ready to start on their 

ro und agam. Close inspection will show us 
that each matrix has a combination which 
directs its distribution into the right channeL 

The copy cutter, left, .~.fives ''taf..·~:•s" 
of cnp_v to men and w omen wh o oper­
ate tl1e Unotype a>1d lntertype 

rn arhinrs shown below. 



tl dverti.,·ements arp assembled in the atl a/lev. 
a sec/ion of which is above. Malle-up of Pa~;'es 
under direction of mt editor is the last rJ/)Pi'rl-

thm before stBreofV/Jing 

When he finishes·his copy the operator 
carnes the type to an assembling bank and 
leaves it. Then the type is ·inked and a proof 
•s printed so that it may be scanned for errors 
before it ts placed in a page form. 

We have been intent on followmg the story of the ml plant tire. As we walk 
about the Composing Room we are impressed with the variety of news, feature and edi­
tonal material which is being made ready for the newspaper. Editorials have been 
written by editorial writers in offices on the fourth floor of the building, away 
hom the strain of the race with the hours. The news IS the basis of editonal opmion but 
the writings which appear on the editorial page must be a product of study and not off­
hand observations on the trend of affairs. · 

Other Divisions of the News Department 
C£9HE picture of the News Room showed us that news of the City of Rochester is 
only a part of what goes into the paper every day. News of nearby cities and vii. 
!ages IS handled by the State Editor. The Sports Editor is responsible for several pages. 
Another division operates under the direction of the Financial Editor. 

Specially trained editors and writers handle other divisions: Features, Society, 
Dramatics, Motion Pictures, Music, Churches .. Fraternal News, Aviation and H.adio. 

, \s edition time approaches we note several men from the News Room hover­
ing about the long flat top steel ·tables m the center of the room. These tables are called 
•mposing stones because in former days the tops were made of stone. 

T he imposing stones are partly covered with type which we make out to be 
advertisements. These have been set in much the same manner as the news matter. 
Copy came to the ad foreman who marked the various sizes of type and gave it to a 
printer. Each printer is responsible for one or more advertisements. 

He will set the l~rger sizes of type and assemble the smaller type, rules and illus­
trations. The smaller type will be cast on a Linotype or '!ntertype machine. After the 
proof has been 0. K.' d, it is ready for its page. 

Advertisements, news and features are now 111 type and we are to bring them 
together mto pages. Each page is enclosed Ill a steel frame called a chase. When 

Vine 



. Neu;s and Ad-

'/' 1' 11 

Mt1ht~ .Press 
is made read~ 
fo print the NeUis . 

Cbssz'Red Advertisements 

come bo/ J;Jephone 

Carrier f3cxts 
rec,z/ve 

Newsp8pers 
at District 
Stations 
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A sheet of t'ardboard, railed into the tv{le. 
lorm~ n mold for the PaKl' plate 

Tlw mold. commonly called a mal, is 
.< tJ·ew~tflened by bat:ldng and toasti,.g 

t'verything is in place, locking screws are tightened. The thump, thump of a mallet on 
.t wooden block known as a planer proclaims the completi·on of another page. It is ready 
to go. Q uickly it is shoved from the stone to a rolling table known as a turtle and 
passed along to the Stereotyping Department. Newspapers of- small circulation are 
pnnted directly from type such as we have on the turtle but The Times-Union and 
fhe Democrat and Chronicle are faced with the problem of printing not I ,000 copies 

' .m hour but more than I. 000 copies a minute. Such speed can be obtained only by 
the use of a rotary press. T hree and sometimes four sets of curved plates are needed. 

Rolling Mats and Casting Plates 
(.,WE SEE the page go hom the turtle to a mat rolling machine where It IS 

, tJWr<, cl with a sheet of heavy cardboard known as a matrix or "mat." The opera­
'"' pulls a lever. S lowly the bed of the machine moves under the rolle r. With great 
pressure the matrix IS pressed upon the type. T he result is a replica of the page. 

f'he matrix Is backed with strips of cardboard so that the raised porti~ns will not 
I •wak down when plates are cast. Toasting in an electric heater gives extra strength. 

'low it ·is ready for the casting box . 

f he matrix IS fi tted into one of the casting boxes of 
the Autoplate machine, the box closed 
and a lever pulled. W e can see the 
stream of metal as it enters the mold. It 
fills every depression made in the matrix 
by the type. Instantly the metal sets. 

O ur type page is now a s'o!id plate, 
semi-cylindrical in form. 

As the plate comes from the 
casting box a saw trims off the tail­
piece. Men handle this hot plate 
with leather palm pieces. It is in­

. spected and placed quickly on the 

f'!w /) /au at tlie ri;tht w as cast from the card- A utoshaver, which planes the inside 
hoard mold or mat at the left of the plate, trims the edges, cools it 

'f' l~•tdvt: 



~ 
pu./1 of the lever pumps liquid metal into 

!lu mold and a page is cast 

. Jll ·~-
and brushes it tree from all trimmings. As the plate comes from the Autoshaver, a 
floor man places it on a1; elevator and it drops by gravity to the basement. 

What Happens When Type is "Killed" 

/JN followmg the direct line of the news story from the News Room, to the Copy 
Cutter, composing machines, make-up and finally into the Stereotyping Department, 
we lost sight of what happens to the type, rules and other material in the page form after 
the mat has been rolled. The composing room of The Times-Union and The Demo­
crat and Chronicle is operated on what is known as the non-distribution system. With 
the exception of the very largest sizes of type and some of the illustrations, everything in 
the page starts on its way to the metal furnace as soon as the page is "killed.'' 

The metal furnace in the end of the room nea·r the freight elevator is in almost 
contmuous operation. The metal taken from the "dead" pages is melted over and 
over and recast in pigs for use in the various machines. And here, close by the metal 
lurnaces, are two mgenious and most useful machines. They .are known as Monotype 
ru le and slug machines. Rules are used between columns and 
as borders for advertisements. Slugs are the thin strips of metal 
used for spacing, leads are one-third '\S thick as slugs and are 
also used for spacing. 

Building Built For the Future 

cYl FEW details about The Times-Union Building 
and its unusual equipment' may be worth mentioning at 
this place. Every day tons of metal are melted in the 
electrically heated pots on the composing ma­
chines and in the stereotyping furnace. But 
we note that the air is free from fumes. 
The foul air is taken out by huge ex­
haust fans and filtered, fresh air is blown 
mto the rooms. 

Th irtern 
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A carload of />af> er , di r ect /ro1ll iht' mill, is 
uuloaded l/1• one man in tw o hours 

Between the floor on which 
we are standing and the ceilings of 
rooms on the -second floor is a space 
varying in height fro!'! four to seven 
feet. This is a maze of pipes and 
conduits. All service lines come to 
this space and are distributed to 
other floors. H ere are steam and 
gas pipes, the ducts of the ventilating 
system, electrical conduits, other 
pipes for hot, cold and ice water, 

compressed air -and plumbing. By 
having all service lines central­
ized under the Composing R oom 

and Stereotyping Department re­
arrangement of machinery is easily 
p oss ibl e. When Th e T imes­
Union Building was planned, the 
first four stories were designed to 

support twelve additional stories when the demand arises. That is why much of the 
equipment is many times larger than required for the present building. An example of 
ihis foresightedness is the automatic fire pump of 7 5 horsepower, connected with the 

How Newsprint Paper is Made 
~EWSPRlNT paper is made hom spruce logs most of which now come 
from the forests of Canada. After the b;uk has been removed the log 
is literally ground to a pulp against a rapidly revolving grindstone. The pulp 
flows out of the grinding machine with a streilm of water introduced to prevent 
too great heat. At this stage the pulp may be pumped directly to the paper mill 
or made into thick blankets by screening out the water. These blankets may be 
stored for later use or shipped to another mill. · 

The spruce logs are also the basis of a product known as sulphite. This 
is obtained by cooking spruce chips under pressure in an acid, bisulpbite of lime. 
This is pure wood fi ber or cellulose. 

In making newsprint, the average proportions of the two kinds of pulp 
are, 80 per cent. ground wood and 20 per cent. sulphite. The mixture is thor­
oughly mixed in vats. G reat care is taken with the mixing processes. W ater is 
added until the pulp mixture ·is about 9 9 per cent. water and I per cent. fiber. 
It is then ready to enter the paper-making machine. 

It moves on a moving endless belt of wire gauze. The water drains 
through the wire and is removed by suction while the fibers interlace and mat 
into a web of wet paper. This web is transferred to an endless woolen blanket. 
The paper travels along under rolls which press out the moisture and finally 
around steam heated drying cylinders. A s it leaves the machine it is rolled . The 
paper is now 164 inches wide and it must be cut and rewound before it reaches 
the form we see in the sub-basenient. 



~===============================================~-

sprinkler system and the fire lines. It has a capacity of 700 gallons per minute. Space 
has been provided for two additional elevators which will be installed when needed. 

Carloads of Paper at the Door 
!JT would be logical for us to follow the plate to the. Press Room but we cannot 
pnnt a newspaper without paper and ink so our next stop is in the sub-basement. 
Here, fourteen feet below the traffic of Broad Street, we are surprised to find 
a freight car of print paper. The car has come directly from the paper mill, Its 
last few miles in the subway built by the City of Rochester in the bed of the Erw 
Canal. We see hundreds of rolls of print paper m this dimly-lighted sub-basement 

awaiting only the magic touch of a printing plate covered with ink to transform their 
miles and miles of blank surfaces into an essential of modern life-the daily newspaper. 

One man with an electric tructor handles all of the paper used for a day's issue. 
He can unload a car in two hours . The sub-basement 
has storage space for 6 I carloads of paper. 

Before we leave this floor we shall look into the 
ink room. Here we find three tanks with a capacity of 
12,500 gallons. Ink comes in a tank car holding 
8,000 gallons. This room is kept at an even 
temperature so that the mk will flow freely 
when it reaches the press. 

In the Reel Room 
CJ R 0 M the sub-base­
ment, the rolls of print paper 
are taken by elevator to the 
basement, known as the 
Reel Room. Here the rolls 
are stripped of their wrappings 
and ~laced on small cars called 
"dollies." These run on a narrow 
gauge track to the reels located di­
rectly beneath the separate units 
of the press. · 

A full-sized roll of print pa­
per is nearly six feet wide and four 
miles long. - Running at full speed 
each unit calls for a roll every 
twenty minutes. This means that 
if all units of the press are in opera­
tion paper is consumed at the rate 
of 144 miles in an hour. 

We note that the ree l 
which holds the rolls has three 
arms. One roll is feeding into the 
press. Another roll ts ready to 

Com in!; from the 
R e r I Room, the 

paper passes between 
ihe in k ·covered plate.' 

on thP prinlinJ: cylinde1 
and thr impression cylin­
der. First, one side i., 
fJrinted and then thi' 
other. It raus on to th F 

(older and rmen:e.'i as a 
newspaper. 

Belou· -- f' a p e ' 
(rom one roll is feed· 
in.t; into the press ; a 
second roll is read.1 
and a third is bein~ 
placed in position . 

Fiftan 



Ready {or 
r/,e {!re.-s. Roll.­
;,_f print Pafu?r on their 
~,nav to reels under pre.\·sf'S 

The iluKt' (loss Unit-Type 
Rotary Press shown abO'l'e 
m1d rm the facing page has 
12 tmils of 16 page.- em·!J .. 
When operated at top .-pe~d 
it wilt {lri11t 72,000 4S-PaKt' 

papers per hour. 

take its place and a third 
roll is being transferred 
from the "dollie" to the 
arms of the reeL 

The first roll is 
nearing its end. The press­

man by touching a button slows 9own the press and the reeL Now they are barely 
movmg. T he second roll is brought into position, and just as the first roll runs out, the 
second roll is attached with the "flying paster." The operator gradually increases the 
<peed of the press unit and soon it is roaring along ag~in at top speed. 

Now We Are in the Press Room 
(,WE ARE now ready to go to the Press Room level and get a look at this monster 
of steel, bronze and 1ron which has been making such a terrific racket over our 
heads. From the VISitors' gallery we can see the press in operation and can ask ques­
tions of our guide with some hope of having them heard above the din. 

rhe press is really twelve separate presses each carrying sixteen page plates so 
that when fully plated there are 192 plates in place. If today' s edition is of 48 pages 
''r it>ss four plates will be cast from each page mat, and four complete papers printed at 
•·ach revolution or 7 2,000 in an hour at top speed. 

f'he ribbon of print paper coming into each press unit is known as th~ "web." 
. rhe sketch on the- preceding page shows what happens in a press unit. The cylinders 



\; 

Farh plate cylinder like the one 
'"""'" in the detail at the riJtht <:ar­
ries t•ight pafte plates, makinJt 16 
~aJtes to the press uuit. The press· 
>nan in the picture is p/aci-nJt a page 

1me plate on the cylinder. 

rarrying the pnnting plates are m 
contact with rubber rollers covered 
with ink. The paper passes between 
the plate cylinder and an impression cyl­
mder covered with a blanket of cork com­
position and a second blanket of felt which is 
coated with flexible celluloid. This covering JS 

v1elding enough to take up slight inequalities in the printing plate. 

One side of the sheet is printed with eight pages and in one-fifth of a second the 
operation IS repeated on the other side. Up goes the sheet racing along at the rate of 
I ,000 feet per minute guided over and under rollers on its way to the folders. The 
pages are brought together m such a way that a complete section is fed into the folder 
spread out two pages wide. The folder's action is quicker than the eye but here we 
have the result-complete papers clearly printed and accurately folded coming from 
the folder m a stream-five copies a second. And every twenty-fifth or fiftieth paper 
"kicked out" to facilitate counting. 

T he great press roars on. We see the steady stream of papers mount ceiling­
ward on a conveyor and then move swiftly along the ceiling to the mailing room on the 
mezzanine floor above us. 

Lights flash around one unit of the press. We see it slow down and we know 
that the "flying paster" will soon get in its work and then with a mightly roar the mon-

.,eveuten1 



From tlte loadin.g (llatform at flu• 
left, hu.ndle., of (Iafier are rushed 
by tnu·k-; to district stations sut:h as 

the one shown above 

ster will be off again at top speed. 
Probably we cannot remain until the 

run is finished, but, if we could, we 
should see the pressmen grooming the 

press for its next effort. All parts are 
wiped dean and all waste paper removed 

from the· Press Room. 

Atmospheric conditions have to be con­
trolled in the Press Room wh~re newspapers 

are being printed at,the rate of more than 1, 000 a minute. The air of the room must 
be of the proper humidity as well as at the proper temperature. Moisture is added to 
the air when needed to bring the humidity to the proper point. · 

Before leaving the .Press Room we may wish to take a look at the electrical 
control room op'ening on the visitors' gallery. From the panel boards in this room wires 
run to 176 electric motors ranging.fwm one-eighth to I 00 horsepower. The presses 
are driven by 1 O~horsepower and. 1 OO~horsepower motors. At the command of push­
buttons on the presses the control panel sets the smaller motor in motion. When its 
capacity is reached, the panel hands the load over to the larger motor. 



Only a few of the meu and w omrn oj the C in:ulation ()epart­
meut of Tlu~ O em ocr at and C hronide are shilw n above . 

The Mailing Room at Top Speed 
WE have seen men racing with the hours throughout the 
plant but in the Mailing Room, our last stop, we see them rac­
ing with the minutes. Thousands of papers must be bundled 
ready for delivery to city news stands, to district stations and 
to railroad stations, the postoffice and bus terminals. 

Bundle after bundle is counted, labelled , wrapped and 
thrown on a belt conveyor. At the rear of the room the belt dumps its load into a chute 
leading to the shipping platform one floor below. 

T he race with the hours is practically over. The papers 
now reach the readers through street sales or by home del iv­
ery. In the quiet of our home tonight when we read the 
events of the day we shall realize as never before the effort 
which has been made to produce our newspaper. A nd we 
shall remember that similar efforts are made during the hours 
of the night to produce The-Democrat and Chronicle which 
greets us every ~orning in the year. 

N ineteen 



A special staff of nlitors, writers and 
artists works throughout the week pre­
paring material for the Sunday edition of 

The Democrat and Chronic:le 

The Sunday Democrat and Chronicle 
C(;JHIS modern printing plant produces the Sunday edition of The Democrat and 
Chronide as well as the daily issues of the two newspapers. Although its chief aim is 
to give its readers the news, the Sunday Democrat and Chronicle has many other 
departments. A staff of editors, writers and artists prepares the special material. 

The Sunday Democrat and Chronicle was started on July 20, 1879, because 
"the public demands the news of each and every day and it will not endure the lapse 
of even 24 hours," read the announcement. The statement continued, "The Dem­
ocrat and Chronicle, recognizing fully the popular ·demand, proposes to accede to it 
cheerfully, and to meet seven days in the week the highest journalistic requirements 
of the territory in which it is located." 

The Sunday edition was discontinued on June 19, 1890, the publishers be­
lieving that such action would be "beneficial to public morality." Publication was 
resumed on January 7, 1894, because "the place filled by The Democrat and 
Chronicle, a dean and reputable paper, was occupied by cheap and sensational Sun­
day publications which found their way into homes where they never would have been 
seen.had a more desirable paper been obtainable. " 

News Pictures in Rotogravure 
(9UTST ANDING as a part of the Sunday edition, is the rotogravure section of 
news pictures. Scores of photographs of general and local interest are reproduced 
every week. The magazine section has illustrated articles, many of particular interest 

The Adv1Tfisas' Cot>.v Servia Departmeut pre· 
parPs a<h)erfi.\·ing campaif!ns for both papers 

T went y 

to residents of Rochester and 
vicinity. Society news also has 
a prominent place. Other de­
partments include music, art, 
the ate r s, education, fraternal 
orders, books, radio, aviation, 
and real estate. 

"The Morgue" 
. 9 N the preparation of news, 
editorials and feature articles, 
writers of The Times-Union and 



The Democrat and' 
Chronicle have access to 
a vast amount of classi­
fied information. Each 

In The Times. 
LT nion librarv at 
the left and in 
The Democrat 
& Chronil:le re f­
erence depari. 
ment,helow,clip­
fJinJ:s and other 

data are filed 

newspaper operates its own Library and Reference Department so tnat this material 
will be instantly available while the newspaper is in the making. In newspaper talk 
such a department is called "The Morgue." 

But a newspaper "morgue" is very much alive,. Every day many newspapers 
are carefully read and clipped. Records of thousands of events and biographical in­
formation concerning thousands of individuals are kept on file. Bound volumes of 
Rochester newspapers going back nearly 1 00 years and reference books of many 
kinds are available. 

The Promotion Department 
cJ2lLL activities of the newspapers have had our attention except the P;omotion De­
partment. This is the newspapers' own advertising division. By newspaper advertise­
ments, by contests for which prizes are offered and by other means. it tells the public 
about the newspapers. 

C(sf}E HAVE come to the end of our little journey. As we leave tVe 

carry with us a copy of a newspaper telling of events of this very day , 
some of which have happened since we entered tl1e building. We have 
marveled at the macl1inery and methods which produce in so short a 
lime and wiil1 such great accuracy this powerful, living institution - a 
mirror of events-its purpose set forth in the words of Byron carved in 
stone on the facade of The Democrat and Chronicle Buildin[!: 

WITHOUT OR WITH OFFENCE TO FRIENDS OR FOES 
I SKETCH YOUR WORLD EXACTLY AS IT GOES 

'f'cxl and lypograph•c design, Ros.< W . Kellogg . Photography, Joseph Durnherr and Albert Stone . 
Art, Gerald R. Maloney. Cooer, Elmer R. M e.'isner. Prin(ing , Art Gravure Corporation. 



Gannett Company 
Headquarters 

A b o" e, 0 ftice o f 
f'•·esident ()an nett; 
rig !It, one of the gen· 

eral offices 

THE ROCHESTER TIMES-\JNION and 

THE DEMOCRAT & CHRONICLE are 

GANNETT NEWSPAPERS 

ROCHESTER is the headquarters of this group of newspapers, 
unique in the history of American journalism. Each Gannett 

Newspaper maintains its traditions and preserves its identity. Each 
stands for the best in its community. Free from outside influence or dic­
tation, the local editor expresses his views and reflects the opinions of the 
people of his city. Gannett Newspapers are clean, fair, independent, de­
cent and constructive newspapers. They are home papers. Frank E. 
Gannett, founder of the group, insists they must be the kind of newspa-

pers that appeal to all members of the typical American home. 

-------~------

THE GANNET1" NEWSPAPERS 
ALRANY KNICKERBOCKER-PRESS 1i ALBA.NY EVENING NEWS ·~ llEACON NEWS 
BROOKLYN DAILY EAGLE 0! ELMIRA ST A R-GAZETTE 0! ELMIRA ADVERTISER 
ELMIHA TELEGRAM "l~ !THAC..\ J OURNAL-NEWS 0! UTICA OBSERV ER-DISPATC'H 
MALONE T ELEG RAM ·'IJ OGDE~SBURC REP Ulll. IC"N-JOURNAL ·~ OLEAN HERALD 

HARTFORD TIMES 1i NEWBURGH NEWS ·~ PLAINFIELD, N.J .. COUI~IER-NEWS 
ROCHESTER TIMES-UNION ·~ ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT & CHRON ICLE 
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