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Rough Edges 

They say the world is round- and yet 

I often think it's square, 

So many little hurts we get 

From corners here and there; 

But there's one truth in life I've found 

While journeying East and West, 

The only folks we really wound 

Are those we love the best. 

We flatter those we scarcely know, 

We please the fleeting guest, 

And deal full many a thoughtless blow 

To those we love the best. 

-Se lected 
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Road Deaths Jump-Rigid Patrol Urged 
This lnterestln!1, and enli!1,htenln!1, Associated Press, Albany news dispatch appeared In the Rochester 

Times-Union under date of February 4, 1938. 

STRICTER state police supervision 
of rural highways was urged today 
by a state motor vehicle official 

in reporting New York's 1937 high­
way death toll at 3,065, an increase of 
11 per cent over 1936. 

" More than one-half of the fatal 
accidents, 1,572, occurred in so-called 
rural territory, embracing villages and 
communities of less than 10,000 per­
sons and comprising less than 22 per 
cent of the total population . 

·· 'If we hope to effect any reduction 
in our rural death rare,' State Motor 
Vehicle Commissioner Charles A. 
Harnett said, 'we must have more 
stare police specifically assigned to 
highway enforcement. I believe that 

white police cars equipped with amber 
blinkers on roof so they may be easily 
discerned at night should be used for 
patrolling purposes . ' 

Better Lighting 
·' ·Added to this, we must consider 

improvement in our highway lighting 
or the addition of modern highway 
lighting where none now exists , to­
gether with the construction of side­
walks. in thickly populated rural 
areas. 

"The 1937 death toll brought the 
total fatalities since 1925 to 35,654. 

''The 3,065 deaths and 106,482 in­
juries last year resulted from 82,085 
auto accidents, an increase of 303 

( Continued on Page 765) 

"Path of Gold" sodium li!1,htln!1, alon!1, St. Paul Boulevard, where more t h an 100 G. E. units 
provide safety 11!1,htin!1, a lon!1, four mi les of heavy-traffic artery connectln!1, Rochester a n d Lake 

Ontario. These 11!1,hts decreased ni!1,h t acciden ts by 42 per cen t over a year 's period. 
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John P. Boylan Elected President of 
Convention and Publicity Bureau 

ON January 10, America's re­
putedly "friendliest city" elect­

red as its President for 1938, 
John P. Boylan, in turn one of Roch­
ester's friendliest business executives 
and civic leaders. The trite old saying 
"If you want something done, go to a 
busy man" is still held to be axiom­
atic, and Mr. Boylan is excellent 
proof of the assertion. Mr. Boylan will 
help the Convention and Publicity 
Bureau to steer a strong, true course 
to an even greater national acceptance 
as a top-notch convention city. 

Mr. Boylan is President and General 
Manager of the Rochester Telephone 
Corporation, a Director of this Com­
pany, as well as a member of its 
Executive Committee. Among the 
Directors and Advisory Councillors 
of the Rochester Convention and 
Publicity Bureau, is Vice-President 
Joseph P. Haftenkamp, Chairman of 
the Finance Committee, who took an 
active part in the recent bureau drive, 
successfully waged for $25,000 under 
the leadership of Mr. Thomas Sharp, 

lllllllllllrlll 

Rochester insurance man and yachts­
man. Mr. Arthur C. Rissberger cap­
tained a team. 

Mr. Boylan will succeed Mr. Augus­
tus S. Mertz, President of the Big Elm 
Dairy, who, with Executive Secretary 
J. Allan Doyle did such an outstanding 
job of publicising Rochester and bring­
ing conventions to her doors last year . 

The "Little White House in Wash­
ington Square'' shown herewith, seems 
to exemplify the cheerful, friendly 
spirit of the local Bureau. It appears 
to be a homey, livable little house, 
back of whose welcoming mien and 
little white fence stands the city of 
Rochester, waiting to say "Hello, 
stranger, won't you stop with us for a 
spell and enjoy our hospitality and 
the beauties and accomplishments of 
our fair city. 

Rochester Convention and Publicity 
advertising and publicizing informa­
tion say of the Bureau itself that it is 
a $3,509,220 industry without smoke­
stacks. This is entirely true, providing 
they overlooked the tiny red brick 

The "Little house In Washington Square," the home of the Rochester Convention and Publicity 
Bureau, whose executive secretary Is Alan Doyle. 
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chimney on the little white house in 
Washington Square. . . 

It is a fact that last year, dunng 
1937, $3,509,220 was spent in Roch­
ester by 91,065 delegate visitors to 
conventions held here. This represents 
220 conventions and places Rochester 
tenth among convention cities in 
popularity, although Rochester is but 
twenty-second in population. Twenty­
one more conventions are booked for 
1938 than were held in 1937, making 
Rochest~r·s convention goal total 250 
conventiOns. 

When it is known that an expendi­
ture of 20 cents brings here a visitor 
who spends $50 the work of all persons 
in the recent drive for funds and new 
members will be appreciated . In this 
drive Mr. Arthur C. Rissberger, As­
sistant Manager of the Personnel De­
partment, was in charge of one of the 
teams sponsored by this Company to 
further this important activity. 

Boost Rochester 
In closing let us leave just one 

thought about conventions . It is s_om~­
thing which will bear the enthustasttc 
approval of both Mr. Boylan and Mr. 
Haftenkamp and all other officers of 
the Bureau. When strangers are within 
our midst during the year, attending 
conventions and perhaps getting their 
first impression of Rochester, let us all 
remember our personal duty as public 
spirited citizens and good neighbors to 
help these strangers to really believe 
that Rochester is actually one of 
America's Friendliest Cities. Seeing, 
you know, is believing. 

We wish Mr. Boylan great success 
in his newly gained responsibility . 

The harder one tries to pursue happi­
ness, the more elusive it is. This is 
because happiness is a by-product. It 
always comes as a result of some other 
action-usually work because then one 
feels necessary and useful. If we are 
idle we feel selfish and unnecessary. 
Find some worth while occupation, lose 
yourself in it, and su ddenly some day 
you'll find yourself happy and wonder 
how it happened. 

Road Deaths Jump 
(Continmd from Page 763) 

deaths, 5,080 injuries and 3,184 acci­
dents over 1936. 

"Harnett's report also disclosed: 
"Pedestrian deaths totalled 1,539, 

approximately 50.2 per cent of the 
total fatalities. 

Collisions Gain 
·'Collision accidents between autos 

gained 6.2 per cent in number a~d 148 
in fatalities over 1936, and acctdents 
where motor vehicles collided with a 
fixed object gained 23 per cent in 
number and 130 in fatalities . 

"October brought the largest num­
ber of deaths, 338; March the fewest. 

"Sunday was the 'most dangerous' 
day on which to operate a car, 544 
fatal accidents occurring on that day; 
Wednesday was the safest. 

·'The hour between 7 and 8 p. m. 
was the 'zero' hour with a total of 
216 fatal accidents for the year ." 

John P . Boylan, President and General Mana!!,er 
of the Rochester Telephone Corp'n; R . G. and E. 
Director and new President of the Convention 

and Publicity Bureau. 
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Farm Electrical Conference Held 
on Sixth Floor 

How to help the farmer to keep 
abreast of the many electrical 
aids now available for his use, 

was one of the reasons for planning 
the very helpful conference held on 
the Sixth Floor on February 2. An­
other reason was to help the rural 
electrical dealer to better pursue his 
ideal of being of the greatest possible 
service to the farmer and the rural 
community, in his sales activity. Un­
derlying both these reasons there is 
the desire of this Company to help 
both these factors to progress along 
the lines of educational, scientific and 
engineering practice in the important 
work of rural electrification and serv­
ICe . 

A large representation of both 
farmers and electrical dealers was 
present to see the exhibits of farm­
electrical equipment and to hear talks 

and witness demonstrations. lvar 
Lundgaard, manager of the Industrial 
Department, was chairman of the 
conference, and called upon the speak­
ers for their constructive talks. Presi­
dent Herman Russell gave a friendly 
welcome to the group assembled. 

The scope of the presentations will 
be gathered from a brief review of the 
speakers and their topics which are 
given herewith; and an idea of the 
interest aroused by this meeting is 
evidenced by the group picture taken 
at the afternoon session, following the 
dinner at the Rochester Club, at which 
the Company was host to those who 
attended the conference. 

Mr. Russell's welcome followed an 
inspection of exhibits and registration, 
after which Miss Frances Searles, of 
the Monroe County Home Bureau, 
spoke on the topic · 'The need of run-

The recent con ference of electrical dealers and salesmen sponsored by the Company was an 
enthusiastic gathering. Educationa l talks, slides and motion pictures were presented. 
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ning water in the home.·· The neces­
sity for running water on the farm was 
illustrated in a fi lm story which fol­
lowed. The obvious services of run­
ning water for sanitation, fire pre­
prevention, domestic and farm utility 
and other uses were well brought out 
by these two means . 

"What the national water system is 
doing" was still another contribution 
to this important topic. It was pre­
sented by Mr. H . F. Miller, Sales Mgr. 
of Goulds Pumps, Inc., Seneca Falls. 

Leonard Geyer, of the Canandaigua 
sales force of the Company, presented 
a paper on "Feed room equipment" 
which answered many questions which 
might arise concerning this mat ter, 
which is so vital on every farm. Feed, 
to the farmer and his stock, is what 
provisioning is to the army; a vital 
factor the solution of whose problems 
lies partly in the use of electrical 
power and equipment and proper 
methods. 

Mr. Russell Parker, of the Rural 
Service Dept. talked on ·'Electric hot 
beds," and "Hot water for the dairy" 
was the topic of Mr. C. K. J ones, of 
the Esco Company. Mr. Lucas S. 
Caple presented an illustrated talk on 
· 'Ultra violet demonstration, lighting 
and heating units in the poultry in­
dustry. " Following this the group 
went to the Rochester Club for dinner . 

Entertainment 
After the dinner the "Hill Billies" 

Paul Miller and Dave Carter, of the 
R. G . and E . Men's Chorus provided 
some musical entertainment following 
which Clara Barker, poultrywoman, 
spoke on ·'One experience using elec­
trical brooders.'' A question period 
followed . " Sales resistance and how 
to overcome it" was then presented 
by Carl E . Jeerings , the Company's 
farm-electric supervisor, following 
whi~h there were questions and dis­
cussions. 

Mr. George A. West, of the Roch­
ester Board of Health, then talked on 

the topic of ·'Milk under the micro­
scope." Ethan Clark, agricu lturist, 
followed with " What our milk cooler 
means to us" both vital to the farmer 
and dairyman . Mr. Ivar Lundgaard 
then stated the Company's side of the 
rural-electric problem in a very in­
teresting presentation, " How we are 
going to hel p you sell the farmer " 
which brought out ways and means 
whereby the Company can be of real 
assistance to both the electrical dealers 
and the farmers whom they contact . 
Ano ther question period followed , 
after which the matter of ·'Financing 
farm appliances ' ' was featured by R . V. 
Call , a representative of the Production 
Credi t Association . 

Author is Wife of Utility 
Ad Man 

Margaret Mitchell , the author of 
the country's best selling novel , " Gone 
With the Wind," is the wife of J ohn R. 
Marsh, advertising manager of the 
Georgia Power Company. He is the 
J. R. M. to whom the book is dedi­
cated. 

For ten years he had urged his wife 
to have the book published. She never 
would agree because she insisted it was 
not good enough for publication, but 
now with Sso,ooo copies printed and a 
steady stream of new editions coming 
out for this country, Canada, and 
England, he is able to say to his wife, 
·'I told you so,'' and she has nothing 
to say in defense . 

- The Front Line. 

Man's first care should be to avoid 
the reproaches of his own heart, and 
next to escape the censures of the 
world-if the last interfere with the 
first it should be entirely neglected­
but if not, there cannot be a greater 
satisfaction to an honest mind than to 
see its own approbation seconded by 
the applauses of the public. 

-Addison 
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Company Taxes Total $2,553,000 
Highest in R. G. & E. History 

CONSTANTLY increasing cost of 
taxes , materials and labor pre­
sents a serious problem to utili­

ties in their efforts to continue to 
render adequate and efficient service at 
existing rates, according to President 
Herman Russell in a year-end state­
ment covering 1937 and forecasting 
1938. 

"TheR. G. and E. tax bill for 1937," 
declares Mr. Russell, "reached the 
staggering total of $2,553,000, an in­
crease of $695,750 over 1936, and a 
new all time high . Our estimates of 
operating expenses for 1938- with 
higher costs assured for practically 
everything used in the production and 
distribution of gas and electricity­
indicate that the company's operating 
expenses will be approximately $1,-
000,000 more than they were in 1937, 
including an increase of $225,000 in 
taxes and $250,000 in the coal bill .·· 

Less Income 
Mr. Russell states that since 1929 

the Rochester company has put $19,-
000,000 ( nineteen millions) into addi­
tions to plants and distribution sys­
tems and yet its net income for 1937 
was considerably less than it was 
in 1929. "It is only through increased 
sales of gas and electricity and con­
tinually improved efficiency of oper-

ation," he adds, "That we have been 
able so far to meet rate reductions, 
mounting taxes and other increased 
costs.'' 

Mr. Russell estimates that an in­
crease of approximately 5 per cent in 
electric sales and 4 per cent in gas 
sales may reasonably be expected in 
1938, provided the present business 
recession does not take on greater 
proportions, but that it will be more 
than offset by increases in taxes and 
other costs . In 1937 the company spent 
nearly $5,000,000 in necessary expan­
sion. The largest single item was the 
construction of a new steam generating 
unit at Station 3, providing an addi­
tional 25,000 kilowatts, at a cost, 
when completed, of more than $2,500,-
000. New lines and equipment to 
serve the new General Motors and 
Pfaudler plants entailed an expense of 
about $500,000 and approximately 
$750,000 is now being expended in re­
vamping and enlarging the tie-line 
systems in order to maintain the high 
standard of service in the face of in­
creased demand on Company facilities . 
The sum of $310,000 was spent last 
year in extending rural electric lines 
to bring service to farm families. 

The amount of new construction in 
1938 will be contingent upon business 
conditions, according to Mr. Russell. 

Rochester's Industrial and civic progress and prosperity are definitely linked with that of this 
Company. Neither can forge continuing Jinks of progress without pulling the other along with it. 

Taxes is a problem vitally effecting the mutual growth of all concerned. 
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Rochester's Oldest Gas Range 
Goes on Retirement List 

WAY back when- fifty years 
ago, the Company was busy 
promoting the utility of gas 

ranges. At that time, Mrs . Julia 
Vroman decided to try out the new­
fangled domestic range and accepted 
one ( a Perfection gas range) for a 
three-year trial. 

After three years she was supposed 
to either turn it back or purchase it for 
the very nominal price of three dollars. 
She decided to keep it. In fact, she 
didn't know how she ever could get 
along without it . 

That old range gave appreciated 
service in the Vroman home for fifty 
years. Last fall, when the Company 
promoted its ·'Old Gas Range Con­
test" Mrs . Vroman entered her old 
"Perfection " in the contest. It proved 
to be the oldest range hereabouts, and 
Mrs. Vroman was presented with a 
modern new Glenwood gas range, 

which is shown in our picture, to­
gether with the old ''Perfection.'' 

It just happened that Mrs . Vroman 
got her new Glenwood during the 
week in which she and Mr. Vroman 
were celebrating their fiftieth wedding 
anniversary. And what a week of 
happiness that was . Mrs . Vroman was 
so delighted with her good luck that 
she wrote a nice letter to Walter 
McKie, which we take pleasure in 
reproducing herewith : 
Dear Mr. McKie: 

Please pardon my late acknowledgment of the 
wonderful Glenwood gas range I received from 
the Rochester Gas and Electric Corporation in 
their recent contest. Words can not express my 
appreciation in having a pleasure I never_hoped 
for . 

I never realized how wonderful this prize was 
until I had the opportunity to see its value, and 
its many fine points too numerous to mention. 
Each day brings new thrllls. So convenient, so 
easy to operate and so clean. I also find It to be 
very economlcai- Oh, I love it! 

Please accept our heart-felt gratitude. 
Most Gratefully Yours, 

Signed, Mr. and Mrs. Fisher T. Vroman, 
27 Hen'lon Street, Rochester, N. Y. 

At the left and the right, respectively, are shown Mrs. Fisher T. Vroman, whose kitchen now 
boasts a fine new gas range. Because she had the oldest gas range hereabouts, Mrs . Vroman 
received as a gift from the Company a;new:range to replace It, In thc)'Oldest gas range contest." 
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Transportation a Big Factor 
In Modern Utility Service 

WILLI AM NEARY, Line Maintenance Department 

I N the old horse and buggy days a drove the rest of the way in, then saw 
utility of necessity spent much time that his horses were cared for and 
getting its line crews, service men, finally wended his way home, often 

and other workers ''on the job. ·· Some about dusk. 
of our old-timers, like Jack Barry, can There was little protection for line­
tell about the long hours needed to men in the old horse drawn vehicles. 
get a crew of men with necessary rna- They had to be tough, of necessity. 
terial and equipment to Charlotte, for It is quite remarkable to know that 
instance; or to outlying sections served the utility business advanced as rapid­
by the Company. Sometimes it was 9 ly as it did before the day of motoriza­
o'clock in the morning before they tion. Today, with good service as the 
arrived on the job. watchword, a trouble man or other 

Those were tough days for the men utility representative arrives at the 
who drove the teams and cared for the source of trouble almost as soon as the 
horses. On the way back from a day's call has been telephoned in, and 
work, the men would usually jump workers arrive at their point of opera­
the first street car met on the home- tion in but a comparatively few roo­
ward trip in order to get home for ments. 
supper before sundown. The driver The Line Operation Department to-

This picture, kindly submitted by Mr. Walter Potter, 94 East Seventh Street, Oswe~o, N. Y., 
shows how this Company used to transport Its linemen and materials. Mr. Potter says "This 
picture was taken about 1908. In the back~round Is the o ld Stromber~-Carlson plant. From left 
to rl~ht the men are: Frank McDonald, Edward Mulvay, Walter Potter, Jake Louth, Clinton 

Galoway and Foreman Frank Kelly on the wa~on seat. Jake Louth is stili with the Company. 
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Modern trucks are really traveling workshops for line activities. They get men to and from jobs 
widely separated from each other In short order. These linemen, left to right, are: George Sanders 

Frank Gardner, William Shears, William Deans and Geor!le Lumley. 

day covers a wide field . Men may be 
required to jump across the city from 
the end of Monroe A venue to the Lake 
upon receiving a call from the line 
operator; or to drive out into Wayne 
County, or up in the Genesee Valley 
country, Mendon, Hilton, Webster or 
Fishers in an emergency. This is no 
problem today with the excellent 

transportation facilities afforded by 
the Company. 

Some of the new trucks used in line 
work have seats for the men back of 
the driver's seat, where they are well 
protected and safe from the elements 
and possible accidents which were 
peculiar to older methods of trans-

( Continued on Page 773) 

In some of these modern trucks the men sit Inside, back of the driver's seat, protected from the 
elements and safe from many of the former hazards of transportation. Old Dobbin is out, now­
adays, and gasoline supercedes hay and oats. These men are: Charles Cook, Irving Kimmel, 

Michael Kelly, Frank Connellan, Bert Haskins and William Neary. 
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The Main Floor at the Gas and Electric Building was recently given over to a washer and ironer show. Leading makes of these were displayed by 
local dealers, and there were thousands of housewives who got "caught up" on their knowled~,te of these modern time and labor saving machin.,s. 

The Rochester Electrical Association, with distributors and the Company sponsored the show. 
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portation. The new trucks also have 
suitable shelves and drawers for the 
easy " filing" away of the expensive 
and efficient tools and equipment re­
quired in utility work. 

All of these factors speed work and 
make excellent service easier for the 
men who actually perform the tasks 
involved. There are many romantic 
facts connected with the earlier phases 
of utility operation. Gone, however, 
are the days of the so-called "oat 
burners ." The Dannys, the Toms and 
the Harrys, steeds of the Front Street 
stables, are remembered by but a com­
paratively few of our old timers. To­
.day, gasoline takes the place of hay 
.and oats; and the steel and iron horses, 
with their rubber shoes carry the 
.transportation burdens without sweat­
ing a hair or switching a tail. Service, 
•excellent service, is taken for g,-anced, 
.and the time lost between jobs or 
;getting to work has been cut to a 
minimum, in the endeavor to maintain 
:an ever increasing ideal of service to 
the thousands who depend upon the 
•Comeany for power, heat, and light 
i n industry and in the home. 

Electric Distribution 
"Sparks" Bowling League 

One of the finest and most enthusi­
astic bowling seasons ever experienced 
is past the half way mark . The con­
sistent calibre of the players may be 
seen from the tabulations below : 

18 WEEKS STANDING, FEB. 14, 1938 

Team 
1. Electric Distribution . .. . 
2. Office Maintenance .. 
3. Meter Readin!1 . ...... . 
4. General Construction . . 
5. Gas Distribution .......... . . . 
6. Order . . ..... . 
7 . Tool Room .... .. . . . . .. . 
8. Office ........... . 
9. Steam Division . . 

10. Storehouse ...... · . .... ..... . . . 
11. Electric Station .. . 
12. Appliance Service .. 

TEAM 

Won 
43 
38 
34 
32 
31 
25 
23 
23 
22 

"20 
20 
13 

Lost 
11 
16 
20 
22 
23 
29 
31 
31 
32 
34 
34 
41 

Hi!1h 1 Game--Office Maintenance-lOSS 
.Hi~h 3 Games--Office Maintenance-2985 
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INDIVIDUAL 
Hi!1h 1 Game-Miller- 278 
Hi!1h 3 Games- Miller-689 

INDIVIDUAL AVERAGES 
50 % or Better of Scheduled Games 
Name 

I. Miller ....... .. ...• . . ...•.. 
2. Fitchner ... . .. .. .. . .... . . . 
3. Winterroth .... . .... ... .. . . 
4. Swoszowski .. 
5. B. Cahill ..... . 
6. Neufler ..... .. . . . .. . .. . . 
7. Sale ......... . .. . . . ... ... . . 
8. Bond .. . 
9. H. Kiefer ..... . 

10. Cotanch .. . ..... . . . . . . .. . . 
11. He!1edorn ...... . . . ... . .. . . 
12. Heintz ... 
13. Bruns .. 
14. Wittman . . .. . . . ..... . ... . . 
15. Kennedy . . . 
16. Galen ..... . 
17. Be!1y .. . .. . ...... . ........ . 
18. Schipper , ...... .. . .... . . . . 
19. Hall ....... ... . . . .. . .. . .. . 
20. Beuckman .. 
21. Kwapich ..... . . . .. . .. . .. . . 
22. Adams .... .. . . .. .. . ..... . . 
23. Versprille .... . . ... . . .. . .. . 
24. DePrez . 
25. Cooper .. 
26. Klick ... 
27. Baker ... . . . . .. . . . . .. . .. . 
28. Heinzle .. 
29. Weaver .. . 
30. Lee . ... . 
31. Youn11 .. . 
32. Voelker .... . 
33. Schoenherr 
34. Stebbins .. . 
35. Skinner ....... . . . . . . . .. . . . 
36. Symonds .. . 
37. Russell . .. . 
38. Howe . . . . . 
39. Kramer .. . 
40. Rie!1er . . . . 
41. McTurk ................ . . . 
42. Knope .. . . 
43. Ernst .. .. . 
44. C. Kiefer . . . 
45. Stanton . . . . . 
46. Fitzgerald . ..... . ... . .. . . . . 
47. Herr ... .. . . 
48 . Smith .... . 
49 . MacGregor . 
50. Kopp .... .. ... .. . .. . . .. .. . 
51. McDonald . . 
52. Wa!1ner ... . 
53. Schnorr ... . 
54. H Cahill .... ... .... . . ... . . 
55. Jennejohn . 
56. Carlisle ... 
57. Trapolino . 
58. Saller ......... . ... . . . . . .. . 
59. Kress . .. . 

Games 
51 
54 
51 
51 
54 
54 
54 
48 
54 
54 
54 
54 
45 
54 
54 
51 
51 
54 
54 
51 
51 
48 
48 
54 
54 
51 
54 
54 
48 
48 
45 
54 
54 
51 
54 
54 
54 
48 
51 
48 
39 
49 
54 
42 
39 
54 
54 
54 
27 
54 
54 
51 
53 
54 
45 
54 
54 
53 
48 

Ave. 
191·24 
191-14 
190-36 
186·37 
185-14 
184-16 
184- 1 
183- 5 
182-21 
182-11 
182- 9 
181-32 
181- 5 
181- 3 
180-31 
180-28 
179-33 
179-12 
176-28 
176-13 
176- 9 
175-41 
175-41 
175-26 
175- 22 
175- 9 
174-53 
174-28 
174-18 
174-16 
173-37 
173-29 
172-28 
172- 2 
171-43 
171-42 
170-28 
170-15 
169-34 
168-44 
168-20 
168-11 
168- 5 
165-38 
164-27 
164-16 
164-13 
163-40 
162- 6 
161-27 
161-19 
161-14 
161-14 
160-32 
159-37 
158-42 
158-13 
157-40 
157-36 

Plans for the league 's twelfth annual 
banquet are under way. The committee 
in charge is: Jim Skinner, chairman; 
Charles Jennejohn, Bill Neuffer, Joe 
Schoenherr and Bill Weaver. Prizes for 
the year's outstanding performances 
will be distributed at the banquet 
which is the high-spot of the year as 
well as its "Swan Song." 
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Winter or summer, Rochester's extensive park system provides beauty and recreation for her citizens and shows nature oft in her 
varied moods. Above Is a picture taken on a blizzardy day in Highland Park. 
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W omens • Chorus Sings 
At Victor High School 
The R. G. and E. Women's Chorus 

recently gave a concert at the Man­
chester High School. Arthur Kelly in­
troduced the chorus and acted as self­
starter for a fine evening of musical 
entertainment. 

As an example of what our choruses 
do to assist worthy causes, let us state 
that a letter from Leonard Geyer, of 
the Canandaigua office, reminds us 
that a total of $68 was gleaned from 
this effort, all of which was turned 
over to the Victor High School. 

This money was used towards the 
purchase of band uniforms. The spons­
ors of the concert were members of the 
Proechel Hose Company, the Man­
chester Civic Organization and the 
Manchester High School Parent Teach­
ers Association. 

Phil Thomas Elected 
Officer of 11 Chamber" 

Philip E. Thomas, manager of the 
Canandaigua district, was recently 
elected secretary and treasurer of the 
Canandaigua Chamber of Commerce. 
Judging from the Chamber 's present 
plans, Phil is going to be quite a busy 
man . He is also a member of the com­
mittee representing the Chamber in 
connection with the proposed elimina­
tion of the "Peanut" branch of the 
New York Central, and attended the 
recent hearing. Phil recently reported 
that his plans for the coming annual 
dinner of the Chamber were completed. 
It will be held at the Canandaigua 
Hotel. Rotary and Exchange Club 
members will also attend this large 
gathering. When Phil isn't otherwise 
engaged, or has a spare moment, he is 
also a member of the membetshi p 
committee . 

Front Row, left to rl~ht: Lois Tompkins, Frances Andersen, Anita Swarthout, (Pianist) 
William Hudson, (Director) Laura Morrill, Edna Robertson, Mary Powers; Second Row, 
left to right: Frances Cameron, Lucille Cason, Bertha He~eman, Anna Leela, Margaret 
Neblick, Doris Fink, Dorothy Wallman, Mildren Wood; Third Row, left to ri~ht: Ruth 
Coddin~ton, Elvira Schuler, Laura Porter, Harriet Fauth, Evelyn Herin~, Mar~aret Rune-

well, Luella Marsh. 
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Russeii
11

Sunshine
11 

Party Brings Together 

THERE'S something nice and 
warm, and friendly, about the 
word "sunshine." It surely is 

just the right word to characterize the 

I'd rather have one little rose, 
From the ~arden of a friend 
Than have the choicest flowers 
When my stay on earth must end. 
I'd rather have the kindest word, 
And a smile that I can see 
Than flattery when my heart is still 
And this life has ceased to be. 
I would rather have a Iovin~ smile 
From friends I know are true 
Than tears shed 'round my casket 
When this world I bid adieu. 
So, brio~ me all the flowers-today 
Whether pink, or white, or red. 
I'd rather have one blossom now 
Than a truckload-when I'm dead. 

-Author Unknown 

activity, which has f\Ow become a 
Company tradition, known as the 
"Sunshine Fund" or plan. It was orig­
inated by Mrs. Herman Russell some 
years ago in her capacity as Company 
nurse. Mr. Russell was a "close sec­
ond" in popularizing the work. 

We all know how he used to take 
his winnings at bridge and put them 
into the Sunshine "pot" which grew 
consistently under his watchful zeal; 
and how both Mr. and Mrs. Russell 
have ever had this welfare project close 
to their hearts. Undoubtedly this fine 
work will go on, shall we say­
forever! 

This picture shows only about two-thirds of the employees and their friends who ~athered at 
the Chamber of Commerce Auditorium to enjoy the recent "Sunshine" party of the Company. 
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Twelve Hundred Employees and Friends 
To new readers of GAs AND ELECTRIC 

NEws let us say that the "Sunshine 
Fund" is financed by contributions 
given by employees of the Company to 
further a worthy employee project. 
This money is gleaned through selling 
tickets to an entertainment put on by 
Company talent. 

This year the show was held in the 
large auditorium of the Rochester 
Chamber of Commerce. Approximately 
1200 employees and friends were pres­
ent and a total of over five hundred 
dollars was thereby added to the fund, 
by far the largest collection to dare. 

This "Sunshine" money is ;dis-

pensed by the Company nurse, Miss 
Helen Thompson, who follows in 
the footsteps of her predecessor, 
Mrs. Russell, as the second "Sunshine 
Lady." 

There are rimes, during trouble or 
sickness, when families are hard hit; 
when there doesn't seem to be a penny 
available for things which, while not 
always to be construed as luxuries, 
nevertheless go far to bring a smile to 
a wan face, or strike a chord of kindred 
feeling in a sore heart, or a troubled 
soul. That, folks, is where the "Sun­
shine" money is the Doctor's first 
assistant he! per; where the "Sunshine 

A fine pro~am of sin~ In~ and entertainment was put on entirely by Company talent. Amon~ the features 
were aroups of son11s by the Men's and the Women's choruses, with solos by members of each aroup. 
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Lady" takes on the aspect of a Fairy 
Godmother. 

It may be flowers which, in a crisis, 
bring back that will to live; possibly, 
in the case of some old-timer, it might 
be a box of cigars, or (yes, it really has 
happened so) a square of "chawin" 
tobaccy." And in between these ex­
tremes are milk for the baby, candy, 
clothing, groceries, medicine and so 
forth. 

When a person is a bit down , in 
sickness, or has to remain away from 
work convalescing for days when he 
has the ''itch" to be back on the job, 
the ·'Sunshine Lady" sure has the 
right ' 'medicine. " Best of all, it is a 
gift given without ostentation, with 
the good wishes of the employees of 
the Company. 

For entertainment at the party there 

Mrs . Herman Russell, who orl~lnated the 
.. Sunshine" Fund and Service, with the co­
operation of President Russell, and was the first 

usunshine Lady." 

AND ELECTRIC NEWS 

Miss Helen Thompson, present Company nurse, 
and second "Sunshine Lady" who administers 

the fund's ~ood cheer and happiness. 

COMMITTEES 
Mr. and Mrs . Herman Russell 

Honorary Chairmen 
TICKETS 

Arthur Rissber~er, Chairman 
John Baker Julius Schenk 
Lynn Bowman Chester Schlenker 
Miss M. Brld~emen Joseph Schnorr 
Dou~las Bruce John Sharkey 
James Coyne Miss Helen Smith 
Howard Hardin~ Seward Summers 
Geor~e Howell William Sutherland 
Geor~e Johnson William Weaver 
Thomas Ludlow Val Welnln~ 
Leon Newman Wilfred Kearns 
Fred Pfluke Hollis Youn~ 
Miss Mona Pratt Philip Thomas 
Gordon Ross Graydon Curtis 
Charles Royce John White 
Fred Saddock Harlan Cooper 

PROGRAM 
Willis E. Hu~hes, Chairman 

Mrs. Francis And erson Frank M. Houston 
DOOR AND USHERS 
Ray Myers, Chairman 

Betty Beale 
Grace Jameson 
Mar~aret McLean 
Martha Lane 
Emily Sa~e 
Florence Sayer 

Vir~inia Schuyler 
Erma Swartout 
John Bloom 
Ed Heintz 
James Mallon 
Peter Cersprllle 

RECEPTION 
Miss Helen Thompson, Chairman 

Miss F. L. Amish V. C. Hoddick 
Edward Carroll Arthur Loveny 
Walter J . Consler B. E. Noyes 
Fred Close Miss Florence Russ~ll 
Fred W. Fisher C. A. Tucker 
Harry P. Gould Willlam H. White 

DANCE 
C. H. Latimer and Kenneth Lyon 

PIANISTS 
Miss Anita Swarthout 

Sylvester Novelli 
ARRANGEMENTS 

Arthur P. Kelly, Chairman 
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were selections by the Men · s and the 
Women's Choruses , Jed respectively by 
directors Frank Houston and William 
Hudson , with solos by Mrs . Bertha 
Hageman and Tommy Weir; a xylo­
phone solo by R. Coddington and a 
piano solo by Syl vester Novelli. All 
were loudly acclaimed . Following the 
concert, there was dancing ro the 
"swing" music of Bert Latimer and 
Ken Lyons band, so that it was a 
Company show all the way through. 
Art Kelly kept things moving nicely 
as master of ceremonies. 

It was a dandy party. What is more 
important, the smiles and sunshine 
generated by it will keep on smiling 
and shining for many weeks to come 
and go far to make life happier all 
along the " Sunshine" line. 

Honored at Dinner 
Recently the high salesmen and their 

supervisors of the Domestic Sales De-

partment were honored at a dinner 
held for them at the Rochester Club . 
The high salesmen present were J. 
Whittman, leading water heater sales­
man; Bill Attridge, leading electric 
refrigerator salesman; Jimmy O'Con­
nor, leading gas refrigerator salesman; 
and Cliff Barkley, leading gas range 
salesman. The high supervisors were 
Joe Switzer, high gas supervisor, and 
John McGinness, leading gas and 
electric refrigerator supervisor. 

Mr. Haftenkamp congratulted the 
men on this excellent record for the 
year and remarked that the dinner 
might well be a yearly event. Mr. 
Houston said he was proud of the 
records established by his department , 
and he was especially proud of the 
men present at this dinner. He particu­
larly complimented John McGinness 
for his large volume of business, and 
for the fact that this was the second 
consecutive year he enjoys as leading 
sales supervisor. 

Hi~h salesmen and supervisors of the Domestic Sales Department for the year 1937. From left to 
ri~ht they are: Back row, Whittman, Attrid~e, Barkley and O'Connor. Front row: Supervisors 

McGinness, Wentworth, and Switzer. 
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CATH ERINE O'RouRKE 
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General Construction 
Station 3 

Garage 
D omestic Sales 

Gas Manufacturing 
Lak£ Shore Dis t. 

jAMES CoYNE 

FRANK S TEVENS 
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RALPH MASON . 
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FLOYD M ASON . 

EDITH H . WILSON . 

Honorary Editor 
Editor 

A11ociate Editor 

Inventory 

I N a store the other day we en­
countered a man and a young 
woman taking inventory. The girl 

was taking notes on a pad as the man 
said "two dozen men 's shirts; one 
gross boys' neckties; sixteen women's 
house dresses, etc." It was in a base­
ment of a large department store, and 
to us it seemed such a futile job to go 
over that entire space and take inven­
tory of what was on hand. And all the 
while hundreds of persons were con­
tinuing to buy and therefore exhaust 
the stock being inventoried. 

We rather facetiously remarked 
about this experience to a friend. We 
said perhaps it would be a good thing 
if we all took inventory of our personal 
and social assets at least once a year. 
In our homes it might go something 
like this : one fine wife, two charming 
daughters , a grandma in good condi­
tion and a son away at prep school. 

In our own family we would have 
to add, since last year's inventory, one 
very interesting granddaughter, who 
helps to take the place of a son who 

is most of the year away at college. 
We enjoyed a laugh at this line of 
thought. Then we got more serious 
and decided that this type of inventory 
might be carried out to good advan­
tage. 

Here's the thought . Suppose you did 
take an inventory of family and friends 
as of last January. How would your 
inventory of January, 1938, show up 
when compared with it, item for 
item? Unlike dresses, shirts and sho.:s 
friends are not supposed to wear out. 
Once placed upon our inventory they 
should remain, it is not unreasonable 
to expect, forever; at least until the 
Almighty checks their names from our 
human rolls . 

Therefore, and quite seriously- how 
does your 1938 inventory stack up? 

Have{ou lost any friends during the 
year? I so, have you a good and 
sufficient reason for their absence upon 
your books? Have you taken on any 
new friends? If not, don't you realize 
that any solvent organization expects 
to add a reasonable parcel of ''new 
business'' each and every year? We 
were just wondering; perhaps some of 
us have overlooked this important 
matter. 

Perhaps numbers of your · 'custom­
ers" are not trading with you as well 
as might be expected. Is this your fault, 
or is it due to lack of good business. 
acumen. When we speak of busi--
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ness we are thinking entirely of the 
business of friendship, in which we 
are all heavy owners and stockholders. 

To keep business on the up-and-up 
( any business) we must advertise. In 
the business of friendship we don't 
make use of agate lines and inches of 
newspaper space. Instead, there enters 
into the equation such items as un­
selfishness, good deeds, willingness to 
be of friendly service, integrity, the 
desire to make folks a bit happier, 
in fact- a sincere wish to be a good 
friend and a good neighbor. 

It isn't too late to take inventory 
for the coming year. Get out your 
pencils, folks, and let's use indelible 
leads, for our motto really ought to be 
"Once a friend, always a friend." 

Penalty of Leadership 

I N every field of human endeavor, 
he that is first must erpetually 
live in the white light of publicity. 

Whether the leadership be vested in a 
man or in a manufactured product, 
emulation and envy are ever at work. 
In art, in literature, in music, in in­
dustry, the reward and the punishment 
are always the same. The reward is 
widespread recognition; the punish­
ment, fierce denial and detraction . 

When a man's work becomes a 
standard for the whole world, it also 
becomes a target for the shafts of the 
envious few. H his work be merely 
mediocre, he will be left severely alone 
- if he achieve a masterpiece, it will 
set a million tongues a-wagging. 
Jealousy does not protrude its forked 
tongue at the artist who produces a 
commonplace painting. Whatsoever 
you write, or paint, or play, or sing, 
or build, no one will strive to surpass 
or to slander you, unless your work be 
stamped with the seal of genius. 

Long, long after a great work or a 
good work has been done, those who 
are disappointed or envious continue 
to cry out that it cannot be done. 

Spiteful little voices in the domain of 
art were raised against our own 
Whistler as a mountebank, long after 
the big world had acclaimed him its 
greatest artistic genius . Multitudes 
flocked to Bayreuth to worship at the 
musical shrine of Wagner, while the 
little group of those whom he had 
dethroned and displaced argued angrily 
that he was no musician at all. 

The little world continued to protest 
that Fulton could never build a steam­
boat, while the big world flocked to 
the river banks to see his boat steam 
by. The leader is assailed because he is 
a leader, and the effort to equal him is 
merely added proof of that leadership. 
Failing to equal or to excel, the fol­
lower seeks to depreciate and to 
destroy- but only confirms once more 
the superiority of that which he 
strives to supplant. 

There is nothing new in this . It is 
as old as the world and as old as the 
human passions- envy, fear, greed, 
ambition, and the desire to surpass . 
And it all avails nothing. H the leader 
truly leads, he remains- the leader. 
Master-poet, master-painter, master­
workman, each in his turn is assailed, 
and each holds his laurels through the 
ages. That which is good or great 
makes itself known, no matter how 
loud the clamor of denial . That which 
deserves to live-lives . 

This text, written by Theodore F. 
MacManus, appeared as an advertise­
ment in the Saturday Evening Post, 
January 2, in the year 1915. Presented 
through the courtesy of the Cadillac 
Motor Car Company. 

Count your assets. If you have 
a clear conscience and a good liver, 
if you have three good friends and 
a happy home, if your heart has 
kept its youth and your sou l its 
honesty- then you are one of 
life's millionairs. 

-Louis Allis Messsenger 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
Net Increase in Consumer's Meters Net Increase in Consumer's Meters 

for Year Ending December 31 by Months 
Dec. 31, 1937 Dec. 31, 1936 Increase 

1934 1935 Electric . . 136,452 133,520 2,932 
Gas . 112,854 110,368 2,486 January . 54* 16* 
Steam. 332 329 3 

Toea!. 249,638 244,217 5,421 February 86* 55* 

Statement of Consumer's Meters by March . 93* 55 
Departments as of December 31 April . 266 206 

Electric Gas Steam Total In cr . 
1927 99,328 102,782 321 202,431 May. 366 281 
1928 105,651 106,803 319 212,773 10,342 
1929 116,157 109,259 346 225,762 12,989 June 332 314 
1930 119,455 109,375 349 229,179 3,417 July . 172 233 1931 121,358 109,367 341 231 ,049 1,870 
1932 126,875 108,636 325 235,836 4,787 August . 281 153 
1933 127,704 108,822 314 236,840 1,004 
1934 128,882 109,650 313 238,846 2,006 September . 249 324 
1935 130,470 ll0,059 319 240,848 2,002 
1936 133,520 110,368 329 244,217 3,369 October .. 203 211 
1937 136,452 ll2,854 332 249,638 5,421 November. 191 121 
Incr. in 
10 Y rs. 37,124 10,072 11 47,207 47,207 December .. 179 175 

Month of Month of 
Dec., 1937 Dec. , 1936 

KWH Generated . . 16,932,730 12,888,160 
KWH Generated- Hydro . 16,872,465 14,138,487 
KWH Purchased. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,556,352 8,462,467 
M Lbs. Commercial Steam Produced . 180,755 181,060 
MCF Coal Gas Made . . 434,658 436,304 
Tons Steam Coal Used . 18,978 18,909 
Tons Gas Coal Used . 38,385 38,001 
Tons Coke Made . . . . 25,187 26,438 

Dec. 31 , 1937 Dec. 31, 1937 
Number of Employees .......... 2,494 2,451 
Amount of Payroll-Mo. Ended . $ 419,434 $ 391 ,124 
Amount of Payroll- Yr. Ended . $4,889,996 $4,656,179 
Miles of Underground Duct . 2,051 2,039 
Miles of Underground Line . . 3,044 3,026 
Miles of Overhead Line . .. .. . . .. . 9,768 9,086 
Miles of Gas Main . 907 853 
No. of Street Arc Lamps . . . . .. 1,397 1,397 
No. of Mazda Street and Traffic Lamps . 26,534 26,343 
Total Number of Street Lamps . . . 27,931 27,740 

*Denotes Decrease 

EMPLOYEES ' BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION 
Cash Statement for December, 1937 

Receipts Disbursem en ts 
Balance 1st of Month . $ 9,ll2.67 Sick Benefits . 
Dues and Fees- Members . 932.79 Accident Off-Duty Benefits . 
Dues and Fees- Company . 1,865.58 Family Sickness . 
Rochester Hospital Service Pl an- Medical Examiner 

Members . 951.51 Nurse 's Expense. 
Company . 467.84 Payment to Rochester Hospital 

Interest on Bank Balances and Service Corporation . 
Investments . 237.25 Balance End of Month . 
Total . . $13,567.64 Total . 

1936 1937 

329* 253 

451 * 173 

182* 78 

318 470 

540 740 

506 753 

562 603 

433 363 

581 696 

585 511 

456 447 

350 334 

Increase 
4,044,570 
2,733,978 
1,906,115* 

305* 
1 ,646* 

69 
384 

1,251* 
Increase 

43 
$ 28,310 
$233,817 

12 
18 

682 
54 

191 
191 

$ 2,209.35 
346.14 
14.28 
16.50 
0.00 

1,419.35 
9,562.02 

E. B. A. Membership Dec. 31 , 1937 . . ..... 2,239 E. B. A. Membership Dec . 31, 1936 . . 

$13,567.64 

.2,194 

Members participating in Rochester Hospital Service Plan Dec. 31, 1937, 1,484; Dec . 31, 1936, 1,316 
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"Believe It or Not" 

FRED Miller read Mr. Ripley 's 
cartoon statement that "Sirius is 
rhe brightest and finest star in all 

the heavens. Its companion and at­
tendant is a comparatively small star, 
1800 million miles distant from Sirius. 
This little star is only 20,000 miles in 
diameter, but irs density is most amaz­
ing. It is 60,000 times as heavy as 
water and 2,000 times as heavy as 
platinum. As a result , every cubic 
inch of this star weighs a ton, and a 
pint would weigh 25 tons. The star is 
so heavy, in spite of irs comparatively 
dwarfish size, that it is able to sway 
the motion of the gigantic Sirius .'' 

The above quoted statement was 
almost too much for Fred Miller to 
believe. He mentioned the matter to 
Thomas Atterbury also of the Engi­
neering department, who said he would 
bring from home proof that, as usual, 
Ripley was right. 

Mr. Atterbury brought in his Janu­
ary copy of "The Sky" magazine (Mr. 
Atterbury, by the way, often consults 
with Professor Fairbanks of the Uni­
versity of Rochester on the subject of 
astronomy) in which the Ripley state­
ment was isolated from a story by 
George W. Gray on "The Shining 
Stars." 

What is hard for the average layman 
to believe is that the central material 
of such a star as rhe companion of 
Sirius is , should be compressed to a 
mass denser than solid metal. And yet, 
quire amazingly, this central stuff is 
nor solid, nor even liquid, bur is a gas 
throughout. 

Ripley could gain much more ma­
terial for his column from Mr. Gray's 
article. He would learn that another 
white dwarf star has a diameter of 
only one-half the earth's, bur irs mass 
is nearly three rimes the sun's. This 
means that irs material averages about 
620 tons ro the cubic inch; a penny 
minted of such material would weigh 
more than a motor truck. 

THE PASSING OF ROMANCE 

There's a dam that stops the water 
where the Shannon used to flow, 

And a concrete road that leads to Man­
dalay; 

Though Macree still stands for mother, 
Erin's gal you'd hardly know, 

Silver threads among the gold are 
bobbed today. 

Annie Laurie runs for gov'nor, on her 
glib-tongued promise true. 

And My Bonnie lies- for I yin's all the 
rage; 

While my Irish Rose gets wilder on the 
stuff of modern brew, 

And Sweet Adeline begins to show her 
age. 

Now the famed Old Oaken Bucket can't 
get by the board of health, 

And the bank along the Wabash breeds 
the chills; 

Touch me not, Last Rose of Summer, 
for hay fever lurks in stalth, 

And Young Charmers, so Endearing­
that's what kills. 

Down upon the Swanee River- "Buy a 
Lot, You Can't Go Wrong." 

And it's near to where the wealthy Old 
Folks play; 

While "I Love You, California," is a 
sentimental song, 

What they really love is tourists, come 
to stay. 

That Long, Long Trail a-Windin' isn't 
windin' any more; 

In no Shady Lane can lovers go alone 
For they've straightened out the high­

way, while the autos bang and roar, 
And the "Lane" is now an anti-parking 

zone. 

can stand for sub-dividing on the 
southern Swanee shore, 

And the bliss of Lover's Lane I'm game 
to lose; 

Modern science is a blessing- but ro­
mantic days are o'er, 

When they dam the River Shannon--­
What's the use? 

- Author not known. 
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Cliff Warson is the horseshoe­
pitchingest barnyard golf enthusiast 
at East Station. For years he has 
taught the boys how to sling 'em for 
ringers . Recently, however, two of 
the fellows took Cliff for a ride one 
noon, and showed teacher how good 
they are by beating him out. And now, 
Cliff must be considered a great teacher 
as well as a top-notch player and all 
'round good fellow. The artists, two 
canny Scots, who trimmed teacher are 
James Dick and Harry Heggie, and are 
they proud! 

Ralph Bishop, of Station Three, has 
purchased a new gun. Ralph has two 
hobbies, hunting and photography 
and is a very good "shot" in either 
case. 

The announcement was recently 
made of the engagement of John 
Connor, of Piffard, N . Y., employed 
in the Storehouse, to Catherine Far­
ragher, of the Storehouse office . 

Mr. and Mrs. Amos Jaquith recently 
spent two weeks in New York City. 
Mrs. Jaquith 's sister is director of 
publicity in Rockefeller Center, and 
helped to entertain them quite royally 
while they were there. 

A dandy baby son, who has been 
named Donald, was born recently to 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Styles. This last 
boy, makes it just a mixed quartette 
in the Styles domicile, three boys and 
one girl. 

Don Bintz purchased the motor boat 
formerly owned by Carl Winterroth . 
It is a fast craft, but got a good duck­
ing when it was being moved out of 
Conesus Lake last Fall , when it hit 
bottom, and Don thought he had 
taken on a submarine. You will see 
Don and his speed-boat next summer 
on Braddock's Bay. 

A group of employees of the Gas 
Distribution Department held a dandy 
coasting party. Mr. and Mrs . Calvin 
Brown were host and hostess to the 
group, which included the following 
persons : Mr. and Mrs . Don Mac­
Collum, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Sisca, 
Dorothy Jordan, Flossy Ryden, Rita 
Purchase, Dorothy Dake, Helen Vrla, 
Helen Smykla, Frank Lux, Ray Hil­
fiker, and James Clark. 

Sliding, sledding, and skiing were 
enjoyed on Cherry Road Heights. 
Mammoth appetites resulted, which 
were appeased by ample internal ap­
plications of hot coffee, filling foods 
and sandwiches and other goodies in 
the good old Brown style. It was a 
swell time. 

784 



THE ROCHESTER GAS RG":E AND ELECTRIC NEWS 

Eleanor Drechsler was married to 
Louis Timmons, at St. Andrews 
Church, Thanksgiving Day, at 10 
o'clock, the Rev. Father Eckl per­
forming the ceremony. 

A party in honor of the event was 
given at the Century Club by Betty 
Purchase, Alice Hark, Veronica Mur­
phy, Agnes Carreo, Marion Thiem, 
and other office associates. 

After a honeymoon spent in New 
York City, the happy couple are now 
residing at 870 Portland Avenue. 

President Ernest C. Scobell, of the 
Rochester Club, with Mrs. Scobell 
recently helped other officers of the 
club and their wives in welcoming 
club members at the annual dinner. 

Stanley Scheer, of the Addresso­
graph Department, is a member of the 
Rochester Astronomy Club. He and 
his friend Walter Travis, of East High 
School, designed and constructed a 
six-inch diameter reflecting telescope, 
working on it evenings. These young 
men are now assisting other members 
of the club to construct a twelve and 
one-half-inch telescope. Looks like 
these young people are going to '·aim 
high" and see stars. 

Edward Hennik, who is emyloyed 
summer times at the Chemica Lab­
oratory, recently visited his associates 
in that department on his mid-winter 
vacation period. Edward reports fine 
progress in his studies at Michigan. 

Harry Hollis of West Station 
is a famous collector of guns. 
He has a large assortment, in 
different sizes and shapes . Mr. 
Hollis has recently returned to 
the plant after a long illness, 
and his fellow-workers, with 

Little Janet Inez Geiger, ~and­
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Cecil 
Goodwin. Janet Is four years 

old . 

the Christmas spirit in their hearts, 
presented him with a very unusual 
model to add to his collection. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Sutherland 
have been spending a few weeks in the 
Sunny South. They left on January 15, 
and have been staying at Fort Lauder­
dale, Florida. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Pillsbury have 
returned from a motoring trip which 
took them to the southern coast. They 
made a very enjoyable stay in New 
Orleans, where they visited some of 
the old historical places, including 
prisons, which are featured in the 
motion picture "Buccaneer," which 
they greatly enjoyed seeing upon their 
return to Rochester. 

One especially enjoyable side trip 
was through the Norfolk Navy Yards . 
On this trip they were personally con­
ducted by Lieutenant Odessy, whom 
they had the pleasure of meeting last 
summer on their sea voyage to Cuba 
and other tropical spots. 

Mrs. Pillsbury says that it was so 
cold in Augusta, Georgia, when they 
were there that the schools were 
closed and the children sent home to 
get warm. 
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Thomas Kennedy, with two fine fish he caught 
last fall at Baskatong Lake, near Quebec. 

How about a " swap" column? To 
start it off, Tommy Weir wants to get 
a used G. E. "workshop." He'll sing 
you a brace of tenor solos for it, hit 
high "C" and throw in a couple of 
brand-new Cadenzas. Contact Tommy 
or see Floyd Mason. 

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Roddick re­
cently spent a few weeks in Miami, 
Florida. They motored down and back 
and had many memorable experiences . 
While the weather was cold, for the 
South, Vick succeeded in getting 
burned enough to complain about it a 
bit. 

The Hoddicks took a little place 
where they were able to cook their 
own meals when they chose. This, of 
course, gave Mr. Roddick a fine oppor­
tunity to perfect his cooking technique 
on such sea foods as tortoise steaks, 
fried shrimp and various other dishes 
which are special to that clime. 

Vick went fishing on the ocean in a 
22-foot boat. Some days were so 
rough they couldn't even bait a hook. 
They succeeded, however, in catching 
some fine King fish, some Red Snap­
pers and a few small sharks in the Bay 
of Biscayne. 

Memories of his service in the 
Spanish-American war were brought 
back to Mr. Roddick when he got to 
Florida. The last time he was there 
was about forty years ago , as a soldier. 
"Things sure have changed down 
there" said Mr. Roddick, who found 
the very modern Pan-American Air­
ways depot in the harbor which forty 
years ago was just a desolate spot. 

Mrs. Roddick cared little for the 
big spiders she found down south, and 
less for the cute little chameleons 
which persisted in visiting her kitchen . 
Vick, however, got real chummy with 
one chameleon and almost made a pet 
of it by personally feeding it flies . 

Ada Geen enjoyed a delightful visit 
recently in Chicago, at the home of 
her brother Walter Green, who for­
merly was employed in the Gas Dis­
tribution Department. While there , 
she saw Sonya Henie , in person, in a 
skating exhibition at the Chicago 
Stadium. Another treat was a few 
hours spent in the Planatarium. 

Irving Breitung was recently initi ­
ated into the honorary volunteer fire­
men's organization of "Lads of the 
Hose ." He was duly initiated along 
with several other applicants and 
withstood the goat-riding without 
undue destruction. 

Among Company people who at­
tended the New York dinner of the 
Society of the Genesee held in January 
were: Mr. and Mrs. Ernest C. Scobell, 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Haftenkamp 
and Mr. and Mrs. Alexander M. Beebee. 

786 



THE ROCHESTER GAS RG":E AND ELECTRIC NEWS 

Gertrude May Boyce, little daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs . Chester Boyce, on 
January 8 celebrated her fourth birth­
day with a fine party, at her home on 
98 Seville Drive. Some of her little 
friends helped her to make the party a 
gala event, with a fine birthday dinner, 
colorful decorations and party hats. 
Mr. Boyce is employed in the Carpen­
ter Shop. 

Jim Dick, of the Blacksmith Shop, 
is all on edge these sunshiny February 
days, marking time till Spring comes 
with its opportunity for golfing. Jim 
is one of the best golfers in that sector 
and will have to be reckoned with 
when the Company golfing darby 
comes off, next summer. 

Sam Potter, of the General Main­
tenance Department, is looking for­
ward to springtime and the opening 
of his summer home at Honeoye Lake 
Park . Our picture shows him in front 
of his place, which he built during the 
depression, in his spare time. The 
official name of the cottage is " Wiggle 
Inn." Sam, with Mrs. Potter and 
daughter Gertrude, twelve years old, 
make this their home from June to 
Labor Day. 

Sam Potter of the 
General Mainten­
ance Department, in 
front; of his summer 
cotta~e at Honeoye 

Lake Park. 

Messers Frank Smith and Joseph 
Pilato of East Station are neck and 
neck for fishing honors . Winter or 
summer finds them keen for piscatorial 
prowess. Recently they motored to 
Sodus Bay and fished through the ice 
and, believe it or not, they caught 30 
fine fish apiece. And that, fellow 
fishermen, is as near even-steven as 
any two disciples of Izaak Walton 
could come. 

Mr. and Mrs . Clarence Coykendall 
recently moved into a new home at 
132 Violetta Street, where they are 
still "at home" to their many friends. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Mabee left 
recently for an extended ocean voyage 
which will take them to Jamaica, 
Venezuela, the Panama Zone and 
South America. We all wish them 
happy sailing and a good time. Mr. 
Mabee, who for many years has been 
employed in the Chemical Laboratory, 
recently was feted on the occasion of 
his fifty years of service with this 
Company. 

Mr. and Mrs . Max Wohlgemuth 
recently were guests at a birthday 
party which celebrated the third 
birthday of their little granddaughter, 
Miss Nancy Ade, whose parents are 
Mr. and Mrs . Ben Ade, of 36 Wellesley 
Street. 
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The series of conferences which were 
planned at the Chamber of Commerce 
by public health officials to be con­
ducted at the Rochester Health Bureau 
and at the University of Rochester 
School of Medicine, will comprise a 
part of the hygiene drive. This drive 
was inaugurated at the second annual 
social hygiene day of the Monroe 
County Medical Association and the 
Tuberculosis and Health Association 
of Rochester . 

Mr. Joseph P. MacSweeney, who is 
Vice-President of the Association and 
Chairman of the Rochester Executive 
Committee, was made Chairman of 
the publicity for the drive. 

Among the ''keynoters" in the 
$50,000 drive of Keuka College which 
was conducted in Rochester and vicin­
ity was Kendall B. Castle, Jr., of the 
Industrial Department. 

The Steam Department's bowling 
team forged ahead when they defeated 
the strong Electric Distribution team 
on the evening of January 11, in three 
straight games . The elation was caused 
by the fact that the second-last team 
on the list vanquished the team which 

was "tops," which sometimes happens 
for no good reason at all. 

Several opinions are being voiced as 
to just how this happened. The loudest 
claim comes from Bill O'Brien, who 
contends that his spirited coaching 
inspired the "pipe wranglers" to a 
superhuman effort. Another is that the 
electric aggregation got short-circuit­
ed on a real live steam line. 

A group of engineers at Station 
Three enjoy their hockey. Further­
more, they are willing to go as far as 
Toronto, Ontario, to see a good game 
once in a while. The following men 
recently saw the Boston Bruins and 
the Toronto Maple Leafs put up a fine 
exhibition of hockey: Cy Cooley, 
Paul Rombault, Jack Dailey, and Bill 
Clare. The men left for Toronto on a 
Saturday noon and returned following 
the game, Saturday night, arriving 
home at about 2 A . M. Sunday morn­
wg. 

Pete Cross and Jack Dailey are try­
ing to pep up their bowling. Naturally, 
they selected two good contenders to 
help them improve. The two some 
time ago challenged Guy Cooley and 

Guy Chaddock, who are 
very good bowlers, to a 
series of games. Thus far 
Pete and Jack are one 
game ahead, but Si and 
Guy are twelve points 
ahead in fifteen games 
played. 

This is Suzanne Warren, four 
years old. She is the grand­
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 

Bertram Warren. 
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A fine birthday party was given 
recently on the occasion of the eighth 
birthday of Miss Rosemary Morris , of 
Laburnum Crescent. Rosemary is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs . Thom~s 
Morris and the brother of Edwm 
Morris, of the Gas Shop. 

Norma Woods, little three year old 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs . Herbert J. 
Woods, celebrated her natal day on 
Friday, February 11 at her home. She 
had a dandy party, aided by a group 
of her small friends, who had just 
about as much fun as she did . Norma's 
Dad is employed in the Gas Shop. 

Arthur Sutcliffe, of the East Station 
Machine Shop, with Mrs . Sutcliffe, 
were hosts recently to members of the 
Rochester Cricket Club, together with 
a group of friends in the Company. 
Among the Company men and their 
wives present were the following: Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Mahoney, Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Smith, Mr. and Mrs . Robert 
Wilbur, Mr. and Mrs . Bill Mitchell, 
Mr. and Mrs . Clarence Coykendall and 
Mr. and Mrs . Clarence Ackerman. A 
very pleasant evening was enjoyed, 
singing and dancing, before and after a 
delightful dinner. Mrs. Ackerman won 
the prize in the card playing contest . 

OBITUARY 

WITH the utmost regret we announce 
the following deaths. To the bereaved 
families we extend the deep sympathy 
of the Officers and Employees of the 
Company. 

Mrs. William Mattice, wife of Mr. 
William Mattice of the General Main­
tenance Department, passed away re-

cently. The funeral srvices were held 
from the Corbett Funeral Home on 
Lake Avenue, and interment was made 
at Whitehaven Cemetery. 

The mother of Elizabeth Bauman 
Ducat, of East Station, died on Janu­
ary 19 at her home, 63 Belwood 
Place. The funeral services were con­
ducted by the Reverend Knubel, and 
burial was made at Mount Hope 
Cemetery. Surviving Mrs . Bauman are 
eight children. 

Mrs . Ida Cooper Eaton, aged 55 
years, wife of Herbert Eaton, operator 
at Station 4, of No. 8 Edgewood Park, 
died in St. Mary's Hospital on January 
17. She leaves her husband, her father, 
one brother and two sisters. Services 
were held from the home, with inter­
ment at Mt. Hope Cemetery. 

Frank M. Buckman, father of Mil­
dred Buckman, passed away on Janu­
ary 14. Funeral services were held 
from the Emmanuel Presbyterian 
Church, on Jefferson Avenue, at Shel­
ter Street, and interment was made at 
Mt. Hope Cemetery. Mr. Buckman is 
survived by his daughter Mildred , 
another daughter, Mrs . John H . Craft, 
three sisters and three grandchildren. 

Entered into rest at the family home 
on Watson Rd ., Fairport, Monday 
morning, February 14, Harriet M . 
Fisher, widow of the late FrederickS. 
Fisher. She leaves one son, Frederick 
W.; three daughters, Mrs . Mortimer 
G . DeNise, Mrs . H. Mittie, and Alta 
Fisher, all of Fairport, one brother, 
Frank]. Mitchell of Greece; four grand­
children; two great-grandchildren . 

Funeral services were held from the 
family home, Watson Rd ., Fairport, 
Wednesday, February 16, 1938, at 2 

o'clock. Interment in Fall 's Cemetery, 
Greece. 
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Top-Hole 
" I read Winchell's column aloud just to annoy 

the neighbors. There's a fellow, that Winchell­
a second Abraham Lincoln . ·· 

"What do you mean, a second Abraham 
Lincoln?" 

"He's for the peep-hole, by the peep-hole and 
through the peep-hole !" 

Environment 
A distinguished visitor to a lunatic asylum 

went to the telephone and found difficulty in 
ge tting his connection. Exasperated, he shoured 
to the operator: 

"Look here, g irl, do you know who I am'" 
"No," came back the calm reply, "but I know 

where you are!" 

Tough Break 
"Poor Bud! He 's so short-sighted he's work in' 

himself to death ." 
" How come?" 
"Well, he can' t see when the boss is looking, 

so he has to keep shoveling all the time. " 

Drink 'Er Down 
"Ah," said the customs officer, finding a 

bottle of White Horse , "I thought you sa id 
there was only old cloches in chat trunk." 

"Aye, that's ma night cap." 

C-Ribbing 
"He was kicked out of school for cheating!" 
" How come?" 
" He was caught counting his ribs in a physi­

ology exam ." 

How Come 
Bill : " What do yo u mean by saying I have 

been decei ving you for years'" 
Mrs. Bill: " I just found out the government 

a llows you $2,500 a year on your income ta x for 
being married and you only allow me a miserable 
$10 a month ." 

Calling Mr. Bergan 
A negro funeral once was at tended by a 

ventriloquist whose peculiar powers were not 
known to the others present. Another negro 
told what happened ar the cemetery . 

"Well, sur," he started, "When dey begins 
to lo wah Joe away, he says, 'Le 'me down easy, 
boys. ' " 

"Did they go ahead and bury him?" asked 
another man. 

"How de world does I know '" I led de pack." 

Romance in Business 
"Did you gee any replies to your advertise­

ment that a lonely maiden sought light and 
warmth in her life?" 

"Yes, t wo from an electric company and one 
from che gas people." 

Not Even Close 
Captain: "Why didn't you shave chis morn­

ing?" 
Private: "I thought I did, sir, but there was 

twelve of us using the same mirror chis morning 
and I must have shaved some other guy." 

Cashing-In 
Harold: "You say you were once cas t away 

on a desert island, entirely without food. How 
did you live?" 

Charles: " Oh, I happened to have an insurance 
policy in my pocket and I found enough pro­
visions on it to keep me alive till I was rescued ." 

Colossal 
A parrot was sitting in the salon of a luxurious 

liner watching a magician do tricks. The ma­
gician served notice that he was now going co 
do a trick never before accomplished. He pulled 
up his sleeves and proceeded to make a few fancy 
ges tures . Just at that moment the ship's boilers 
blew up. Five minutes later, at the parrot came 
to, floating on a piece of driftwoocl, he mur­
rered: " Damn clever, damn clever. " 

Customer's Always, etc., etc. 
Assistant: "No, madam ; we haven't had any 

for a long rime. " 
Manager (overhearing): " Oh, yes, we have it, 

madam; I will send to the warehouse and have 
some brought in for you . ( Aside to assistant): 
Never refuse anything, send out for it." 

As rhe lady went our laughing, rhe manager 
demanded: " What did she say?" 

Assistant: "She said we haven 't had any rain 
for a long time." __ _ 

Be Reasonable, Doc. 
Patient : "Bur, Doctor, you gave me an en­

tirely different diagnosis yes terday. " 
Doctor : " That just goes to show, Madam, 

how rapidly medical science advances ." 

Provident 
" Is your husband a good l?rovider, Dinah ?" 
"Yessum, he's a good prov1dah all right, but 

J'se allus skered dat he 's gwine ter gir caughr 
at it . " 
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"Gone With the Wind" 

"The flying rumors gathered as they 

rolled, and all who told it added some­

thing new, and all who heard it made 

enlargement, too; in every ear it spread, 

on every tongue it grew." 
-Pope 



Post Script 

Each time I write a letter 
It's a cut and dried affair. 

I seem to lack the happy knack 
So many others share. 

I begin with lame excuses 
For the tardy notes I send 

And then a word, that sounds absurd 
About the weather'"s trend. 

A paragraph to mention 
That our state of health is fine 

And now I'm caught without a thought 
To add another line. 

I conclude with fondest wishes 
And I try to find a phrase 

To recompense, for being dense 
In letter writing ways. 

I envy folks their talent 
Who make the task so light 

It's hard for me, to ever see 
What they can find to write. 

-Daniel 0 ' Connor 

THE DUBOIS PRESS, ROCHESTER , N.Y. 
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