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'The History of cAncient Craft Lodge 

~ 
1916 

The history of thi s L odge elate s back t o a m emorable Sa turday aft ern oon, 
that of April 22, 1916, wh en a small g r oup of enthu siastic Masons met in 
Composite H all in the old M a soni c T emple , corn er of Clinton Avenue North 
and Mortimer Stree t , fo r th e puq : ose of organizin g a new IVIasonic L odge . 
Th e meetin g was ca ll ed t o order a t 2:30 o 'cl ock w ith \ \'o r. Bro. An sel E. 
Beckw ith, Mas t er of Seneca L odge 920, and pres ident of the R uli ng l\I as t er s' 
Associa ti on , acting as t emper a ry Chairman . The fir st order of bu sin ess was 
the se lecti on of a nam e. "Ancient Cr aft " was suggest ed by Bro. E dward H . 
Keith, a m ember of Seneca Lodge 920 and a ft er some di scuss ion , th e na me 
was adopted unanim ou sly. 

T he foll owin g offi ce r s w ere th en duly elect ed to g uide the des tiny of th e 
proposed L odge : 

For Mas ter-Bro. Shinclel G. Case, Yonnondi o L odge 163, for Sr. \tV a rden 
-Bro. Garry V. Kyle, R ochest er L odg e 660, fo r Jr. \Varden-Bro. E dwa rd 
H. Ke ith, Seneca L odge 920, for Treasurer-Bro. J. H erbert Kaelber , Cor­
inthian Templ e Lodge 805 , fo r Secret a ry--B ro. Frederi ck R. Boyce, Genesee 
Falls L odge 507. 

P r esent and ass istin g materi a lly a t this org anization meetin g wer e : R t. 
\ Vor. Bro. J ohn B. M ullan , \tVor. Bro. Geor ge F. R obi e, Wor. Bro. Edga r F . 
E dward s. 

· T he next important matter confronting thi s g r oup \\" aS to secure letter s 
of di spensation . A petition sig ned by 28 Mas t er Masons was prepa r ed an d 
forwa rded t o Grand L odge. A di spensation was g ranted by ;\ [. \ V. Bro. 
Thomas P enn ey, Grand M a ster , elated May 31 , 1916, which permitted the 
embryonic L odg e and its o ffi cers t o meet as a regula r Lodge opera tin g und er 
a di spensation until A pril 15, 1917. 

On the evening of June 15, 19 16, an Em ergency Grand L odge of th e Sta t e 
of New York w a s held in Ionic l:Iall , Masonic T emple , fo r th e purpose of r ead­
ing the di spensation. Thi s ceremony was perform ed by Rt. VI/or. Bro. J ohn 
B. M ullan ass ist ed by R t . \Vor. Bro. J ohn McKie, Rt. \Vor . Bro. L oren E. 
M ason , Rt. \ iVor . Br o. E clnor A. Mar sh and Rt . \ Vor. Bro. F rederi ck R. Smith 
a nd 22 member s of S ist er L odges . 6 p~ titi on s fo r deg rees and 3 peti ':ion s fo r 
affili a tions w er e r ead. F ollowing thi s ceremony, dinn er wa s se rved a t th e 
Masonic Club and speeches appropria t e t o the occa sion were deliver ed by the 
di sting ui shed vi sitor s and g uest s, th e benedi cti on bein g pronounced by R ev. 
B ro. F. E . Bi ssell. 

On Saturday evening, July 1, 1916, the L odg e held it s fir st stat ed com­
munic::t ti on under di spensation and conferred th e 1st Degr ee on Cha rl es E el-
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ward Mudge, Clarence W. Huber, Ralph B. Shelley, Frank E. Stubbs and 
Charles E. Anderson, Bro. Mudge having the distinction of being the first 
man raised in this Lodge. A lamb skin Apron was presented to each member 
of this first class by Wor. Bro. \Villiam Ernisse of Frank R. Lawrence Lodge 
797. Following this communication, the 1st and 2nd Degrees were conferred 
on several classes as the number of petitions received necessitated special 
meetings. 

On Saturday evening, November 18, 1916, the 3rd Degree was worked for 
the first time. At this meeting V..' or. Bro. Shindel G. Case had the pleasure of 
welcoming 22 Ruling Masters, and 212 visiting Brethren. Each member of 
the class was presented a copy of the Great Light in Masonry by Rt. Vvor. 
Bro. David Lincoln Ferris. 

1917 
Entering the year 1917, on Saturday, January 20, the Lodge was honored 

by the visit of Rt. Wor. Bro. Richard S. Folts, D.D.G.M., of the Thirty-third 
Masonic District, together with W or. Bro. James Carson, assistant Grand 
Lecturer, who passed upon the proficiency of the work and complimented the 
officers and the members on the splendid progress made. At this meeting 
there were 203 present. 

On February 24 a special communication was held with Bro. Garry V. 
Kyle acting as Master, when the 1st Degree was conferred. 

A special communication held March 10, Bro. Edward H. Keith acted as 
Master in conferring the 2nd Degree. Bro. Keith welcomed W. Bros. George 
C. Fichter and Ansel E. Beckwith and a nmnber of brethren of Seneca Lodge 
920. 

On Saturday evening, March 31, the 3rd Degree was conferred the last 
time under dispensation. 

On Saturday evening, April 7, which was the last clay under which the 
Lodge operated under dispensation, the members were assembled for a ''Get­
Together" meeting to review the past year's accomplishments and to plan for 
the future . During the preceding twelve months, eleven regular and seven 
special communications have been held. Six classes were raised with a total 
of 28 initiates. The principal speaker at this meeting was Rev. Bro. Harry 
Greensmith, Chaplain of the Lodge. At this meeting a beautiful gold watch 
was presented to Wor. Bro. Shindel G. Case. 

One of the outstanding accomplishments of the Lodge during the year 
just passed had been the formation of a Fellowcraft team of 23 Charter mem­
bers. It had given an excellent account of itself and its fine showing was in a 
large part due to the enthusiasm of the members and the efforts of Bros. 
Edward H. Keith and W. Roy Wolf, who organized and drilled the team. en­
questionably the success so clearly demonstrated was brought about by the 
friendly interest and helpful suggestions of the many friends of the Lodge. 

In pursuing the business of the Lodge, the social and recreational side 
was by no means neglected. At the ~1asonic Club on June 15, 191o, a dinner 
was held following the Institutional ceremonies. This most pleasant affair 
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was attended by Grand Lodge Officers and :Masters of 9 Rochester Lodges, 
the Charter members of Ancient Craft and many guests. On this memorable 
occasion, as on many others to follow, Wor. Bro. Shindel G. Case demon­
strated his ability as a toastmaster. 

Later in June a number of the Charter members visited Penfield Lodge 
154 and on July 6 were guests of ' iVebster Lodge 538. 

The outing held at the old Newport House at Irondequoit Bay, at which 
occasion the members were accompanied by their ladies, was undoubtedly the 
most outstanding social event of that year. 

On the evening of January 29, 1917, the first "Ladies' Night" was held i11 
the old Auditorium. Dancing, cards and luncheon made up the entertainment 

On March 12 the Officers and their wives completely surprised W. Bro 
Case, who had just moved into his new home, and in appreciation of his lal?on 
on behalf of the Lodge, presented to Bro. and Mrs. Ca-se a beautiful ma­
hogany floor lamp. 

By May 24, 1917, Ancient Craft Lodge had answered the first call of the 
President for volunteers to participate in the ·world 'Var. The first to enlist 
were Bros. Horton 0. Van Etten and Edgar L. Shuford, and many others 
following in the succeeding weeks. 

At the 136th annual communication of Grand Lodge held May 1st, 1917, 
in the city of New York, l\1. VI/. Bro. Thomas Penney, Grand Master, author­
ized the granting of a Charter to Ancient Craft Lodge to be known and desig­
nated as No. 943. Ancient Craft was represented by W. Bro. Shindel G. Case 
and W. Bro. Frederick R. Boyce. 

Thursday evening, May 4, 1917, the Lodge opened for the first time under 
its Charter. An Altar Bible was presented to the Lodge on behalf of the Dis­
pensation Class. A silk flag was presented on behalf of the Fellowcraft Club 
by Bro. W. Roy Wolf, president of the Club. 

At the meeting on June 2 communications were read from W. M. Bro. 
Thomas Penney, Grand Master, Rt. W. Bros. John B. Mullan and Richard S. 
Folts, thanking the officers and members for their being elected to honorary 
membership. 

At the meeting held June 16, an invitation was received from Grand 
Lodge to attend the ceremonies in coni1ection with the celebration of the 
200th anniversary of the first Grand Lodge in England. This celebration was 
to be held in the Masonic Hall in Utica on St. John's Day, June 24, 1917. Ap­
proximately fifty members attended this ceremony. At this same meeting the 
Lodge made its first contribution in connection with the ·w oriel War. Twenty­
five dollars was voted to the Red Cross and theY. M. C. A., and one $100 Lib­
erty Bond was purchased. Bro. Frank Stubbs was presented a suitably in­
scribed wrist watch, as he was the first member of Ancient Craft Lodge to 
actually leave for service. The custom of the presentation of watches was 
adopted and carried out to all men who enlisted in the several branches of the 
service. At this meeting it was announced that Bros. Arthur Rathjen, Dr. 
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Ralph H. Wickens, Clayton D . Hutchins and Charles C. Robertson were about 
to leave the city for their respective assignments in the Army and ~ Javy. 

On the evening of September 1, 1917, W. Bro. Ansel E. Beckwith, a Past 
Master of Seneca Lodge 920, was elected to honorary membership. 

At the regular meeting on· the evening of September 15, a communication 
was read from the Grand Master to the effect that any Lodge applying for a 
special dispensation could initiate more than 5 candidates, and to give the 2nd 
and 3rd Degrees to the same candidate in less than the constitutional two 
weeks, with the understanding that the candidate was actually in the serv­
ice of the United States Army or Navy. This edict further permitted the 
acceptance of sons of Masons under the voting age and who were also in the 
service. The Lodge at this time passed a resolution empowering the Grand 
Master to create Field and Sea Lodges. 

It was announced at this meeting that every Mason in the State of New 
York would be asked to contribute $5.00 to a fund to be used for the relief of 
Widows and Orphans of Masons, who may be killed or -vvounded during the 
war. 

At the regular meeting held December 1, 1917, a formal application was 
received, signed by 26 Master Masons living in the City of Rochester, making 
application to form a new Lodge to be designated as Zetland Lodge. This 
appliction was acted upon favorably and at a later date , Ancient Craft had 
the privilege of examining the Officers of this Lodge and passed on their pro­
ficiency. The three principal Officers of this newly formed Lodge were Bros. 
Esten A. Fletcher, William E. Kohlmetz and Raym ond E. \ i\Tes tbury . A t this 
same meeting W . Bro. Louis A. Keil, a member of Occidental Lodge 766 of 
Buffalo was elected to honorary membership. 

At the .annual communication held September 15, 1917, 'vV. Bro. Shinclel 
G. Case presided over the Lodge for the last time, which Lodge he so capably 
guided for two years. During that period 59 men were raised to the sublim e 
begree of Master Mason and the membership had grown from 29 to 101 
members. 

The last official business of this momentous meeting was the presentation 
to our retiring Master of a Past Master J ewe!. The presentation was made 
by Rt. W. Bro. Henry A. Marsh. At a later elate, a suitably inscribed Past 
Master's Apron was also presented to 'vV. Bro. Case. 

1918 

In January, 1918, the Dispensation Class held a banquet and dance in the 
old Teall Hall on East Avenue. Bro. Harry T. Tenney, trea surer of the Lodge, 
acted as toastmaster. 

At the meeting held February 16, 1918, a communication was read from 
Anchor Lodge 424, of San Anton io, Texas, notifying the Lodge that the De­
g rees of Masonry had been conferred upon our candidate. Bro. Fred F . Len­
nox. A communication was read from Bro. Sanford B. J ohnson, serving in 
the Signal Corps, located at Ft. Leavenwroth, Kansa . A t thi s meeting Bro. 
Edward H. Keith presented the Lodge with appropriate markers to be used 
on the Altar Bible. 
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Thursday afternoon, at 2:30 o'clock, February 21, 1918, the Lodge, acting 
under a special dispensation, conferred the three Degrees on James G. Ram­
age .. This unusual procedure, as stated previously, was made possible by edict 
of the Grand Master, as Bro. Ramage was about to leave for France. 

During February the Lodge held its first Smoker, this affair taking place 
in Gothic Hall in the old 1\fasonic Temple, and was exceptionally well-at­
tended by the Brethren. 

A most unusual and pleasant affair took place in Doric Room of the 
Masonic Temple, when Bro. Arthur E. Granneman was married by Rev. Bro. 
Harry G. Greensmith, then Chaplain of the Lodge, with about 25 members of 
Ancient Craft and their ladies in attendance. 

At the communication held March 2, 1918, a letter was received from 
Port Royal Lodge 242 located at South Carolina that they had conferred the 
1st Degree on Wilson H . DaBoll, he having previously been elected t o mem­
bership in Ancient Craft , and was now with the Marin e Corps, stationed a t 
Quantico, Virginia. 

A t thi s meeting a letter was read from Grand Lodge to the effect that 
the Grand L odge War and Relief Fund; which was being accumulated by vol­
untary contributions from members of the Craft, had reached the sum of 
$92,219. 

At the regular meeting held April 20, 1918, the Lodge authorized the pay­
ment of $100 to Grand Lodge to help pay off the debt of the Masonic Temple 
in New York City. 

On the evening of May 18, 1918, an invitation \\'a s received from Occi­
dental Lodge 766 of Buffalo, inviting the members t o attend their regular 
communication at which time the 3rd Degree would be conferred by our 
honorary member W. Bro. L ouis A. Keil. A goodly number journeyed to 
Buffalo to attend that meeting. At this meeting, also, a letter was read from 
Tiro. Richard A. Shreve, who was serving with distinction in the service of the 
Y. M. C. A., in France. 

The Lodge made an additional contribution t o the Rochester \Var Chest 
and Red Cross. 

On Friday afternoon, l\'Iay 31, the Lodge conferred the three Degrees on 
Bor. Rex H. Taylor, who was leaving for Officer s' Training Camp. 

At the communication held June 15, 1918, it was reported that 23 mem ­
bers of Ancient Craft Lodge were now serving in the several branches of the 
service and that 3 sons of members were also in the service. At this meeting 
it was voted to invest $25.00 in \Var Savings Stamps. The Lodge had the 
pleasure of welcoming Bro. Freel F. Lennox, who was home on furlough, and 
presented him with a copy of the Great Light in Masonry, and a lamb skin 
Apron. 

At a special communication held Thursday afternoon, June 27, Alvin 
Richard Keil, received his three Degrees. Bro. Keil was home on furlough 
from Fortress Monroe, Virginia. 
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On July 3 the Lodge entertained its members who were abont to leave 
for War service at a luncheon at the Odenbach Restaurant on South Avenue. 

On Thursday afternoon, July 11, 1918, three Degrees were conferred on 
Dr. Edward S. Amsler. 

A t the regular meeting held August 3, 1918, a suitably engraved wrist 
watch -vvas presented t o Bro. Fred T. Woodrow. 

On Tuesday evening, August 14, a memorial service was conducted in 
memory of Arthur E. Granneman, who was reported t o be the first Rochester 
Mason killed in action. T he Rev. Bro. F. E. Bissell, Chaplain, delivered the 
opening prayer. Addresses were given by W. Bros. Garry V. Kyle and Shindel 
G .Case. The invocation was given by Rev. Bro. Harry G. Greensmith and 
there was special music under the direction of Bro. Elliott C. Irving. 

The latter part of Aug ust , 1918, the third annual outing of the Lodge 
members and families was held .at Corbett 's Glen. 

A t the communication held October 5, 1918, it was voted to invest one 
hundred dollars of the Lodge funds for the purchase of a Liberty Bond. By 
vote of the Lodge, the Master was authorized to purchase and display in the 
Lodge Room an honor roll upon which would be in scribed the names of mem­
ber s in the service. 

A t a later meeting in October, the Lodge was visited by 79 members of 
Occidental Lodge of Buffalo, this being one of the larges t v isitation s the 
Lodge had received up to date . 

A t the meeting of November 16, 1918, there was g rea t rejoicing among 
the membership in that the Armistice had been signed concluding the hostili­
ties of the World War , and the Chaplain reque sted the members present t o 
st and for a moment of silent prayer. 

A t the annual meetin g held December 21, 1918, it was announced that the 
widow of our late Bro. Ar thur E. Granneman had adopted a French War waif 
and asked permission of the Lodge to adopt this boy in the name of the Lodge 
in memory of her late husband. 

A special meeting was held on Monday evening, December 30, 1918, when 
the elective and appointive officer s for the year 1919 were in st alled at the fir st 
and only public installation. The ceremonies were under the direction of Rt . 
Wor. Bro. Henry L. Marsh assisted by Rt. \i\' or . Bro. Ednor A. Marsh. 

1919 
The newly elective officer s in 1919 found them selves confronted with con­

siderable work, there being 21 candidates awaiting the 1st degree and 15 
awaiting the 2nd and 3rd degrees, in addition to 9 applications in the hands 
of the Committee. During the year 47 were raised and at the end of the year 
there were still 25 candidates awaiting the several degrees and 20 petitions in 
the hands of the Committee. 

In spite of intensive work during this year, the social activities of the 
L odge were not neglected, for in January the Fellowcraft Club held their an­
nual dinner in the old Osborn House. There was a fine Dinner Dance in May 
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held at the Powers Hotel, with the traditional Lodge Picnic in July at Grand 
View Beach. During May a s~ries of dances were conducted at the ·windsor 
Hotel under the auspices of the Fellowcraft Cltib. 

The outstanding activities of the Lodge were the participation in the 
District Convention, and the Lodge membership turned out in goodly num­
bers and were especially complimented by the Grand Lecturer for the excel­
lence of their work in the exemplification of the ritual. There was a visitation 
to Webster Lodge 538, and special meetings in honor of the members in the 
Insurance profession, and the employees of the Symington Company. 

The officers and members were greatly interested in the formation of a 
new Lodge designated as Warren C. Hubbard Lodge. Four members demitted 
to help organize this Lodge; namely, Bros. S. Rae Hickok, Ernest Petry, \Vil­
lard J. Smith and .Rev. Harry G. Greensmith. 

A goodly number of members joined the pilgrimage to Utica for the lay­
ing of the. corner stone of the Soldiers and Sailors ·Memorial Hospital. 

During this year, the Lodge was incorporated and the first roster of mem­
bership was issued. Initiation fee at this time was raised from $75 to $100 
and affiliation fee from $10 to $25. 

In mid-year there was considerable agitation in connection with changing 
our meeting night from Saturday to Tuesday, but no definite action was taken 
at that time. 

In March the Lodge was saddened by the untimely death of Bro. Carl 
Furstenberg, who had served in i:he United States Navy and was accidentally 
killed on his way home after his discharge. 

During this year, Bro. Edward H. Keith was instrumental in bringing to 
fulfillment the organization of Craftsman Lodge 969, of which Lodge he was 
made an honorary member. 

The Lodge was officially visited by Rt. \V. Bro. Wallace \V. Rayfield, 
D.D.G.M. 

The closing event of 1919 was known as Returnee! Soldiers Night, when 
honor was paid to 31 members and 5 sons of members who responded to the 
call of their country during the \Vorld \ iVar. 

1920 
The year of 1920 brought to the position of Master Bro. Arthur Rathjen, 

who, with his associate officers, Bro. George C: Hunt and Bro. Ralph H. \Vick­
ens, had the responsibility of carrying on the work started by the original 
elective officers who now were all known and honored as Past Masters. · 

The first order of business at the first meeting during the year-an order 
was drawn on the Treasury for $25 on behalf of the Near East Relief Fund. 

A letter was received from Grand Lodge reminding the Breth~en that 
January 6, 1920 was the first a,nniversary of the passing of our distinguished 
Brother, the late Theodore RooseYelt. 
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The number of petitions being received by the Lodge was so great that 
at the meeting in February a resolution was introduced to the effect that only 
25 duly elected applicants would be initiated in this Lodge. 

At an early meeting in the year, the Lodge was qfficially visited by Rt. 
W. Bro. Freel B. Lyddon, D. D. G. M., of the First Monroe District. Wor. Bro. 
Lyddon complimented the Lodge on its quality of membership and the splen­
did progress it had made during its three years. 

A birthday party was held in the :Masonic Club when a fine banquet was 
served to over 200 members and guests. 

A May party was held which was outstanding due to the magnificence of 
the decorations and the goodly number who were there to participate in this 
most delightful occasion. 

The Lodge continued its interest in Civic affairs and contributed $30 to 
the Rochester Patriotic and Community Fund. 

The meeting held June 5, 1920 commemorated the anniversary of the con­
stitution of the Lodge and the original Line Officers were asked to occupy 
their original stations during the ceremonies of the evening. 

At a subsequent meeting it was announced that \\'. Bro. Edward H. 
Keith was not properly clothed syn1bolically and after {:Onsiderable merri­
ment, was presented with a Past Master 's Apron. 

At this same meeting Bro. George H. Spohr, President of the Fellowcraft 
Club, announced the annual May Party to be held at Hotel Windsor. 

In July great preparations were being made for the annual Picnic to be 
held at Manitou Beach, and an order was drawn on the Treasury for $200 to 
cover expenses of this affair. 

At the regular meeting held September 4 a lett-er was received from Rene 
Stock, the French .boy adopted by Mrs. Granneman. 

In September a joint Church service under the auspices of the Ruling 
Masters' Association was to take place at Christ Episcopal Church October 17, 
1920 to do honor to the Rev. Rt. \V. Bro. David Lincoln Ferris, recently 
elected to the position of Suffragan Bishop of the Episcopal Church of West­
ern New York. This service was one of the most outstanding services of its 
kind ever held in Rochester, and the members of Ancient Craft attended in 
goodly numbers in view of its friendship and esteem for Bro. Ferris. who had 
attended many of our earlier meetings. 

At the stated meeting in October the question of procuring proper re­
galia for the Fellowcraft Club was discussed and it was decided to purchase 
equipment at a cost of $800. This notable achievement was accomplished with 
but very small expense to the Lodge, as the individual members of the Fellow­
craft Club pledged and paid an average of $10 apiece in addition to average 
pledges of $5 from the general membership. This action of the membership 
clearly demonstrated their interest and enthusiasm. 

At a later meeting the Lodge subscribed $25 to the Literary Digest Fund 
for the purpose of caring for orphaned children in Europe. 
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On Saturday evening, November 20, the Lodge conferred the 3rd Degree 
and the Fellowcraft Club, in its new equipment and robes, participated. The 
cast at that time is worthy of note. Those taking principal parts w ere Bros. 
Ralph H. W ickens, J. Wynn Stone, Arthur Rathjen, Spencer W. Tiffany, J os­
eph M. Donald, Lester P. Slade, Fred J. Trimmal, Barton J. Kiefer, Garry \'. 
Kyle, Walter N. Dow, \A.' . Roy \i\' olf, Charles E . Anderson, \ Vjlliam Stoll, 
Charles C. D. Schaefer, George H. Spohr, Edwin C. Crowley, Jr., John E. 
Charles, J oseph B. Deisher, Ernest C. White, Charle s J. End, Arthur F. Mc­
Connell , Frank E. Stubbs. 

A t the annual meeting purses of gold were presented to the retiring Mas­
ter on behalf of the members of the Lodge and the class of 1920. 

At this meeting a resolution was passed appropriating the sum of $10 
from each initiation fee t o be used for the purchase of the Treasury stock of 
the Masonic Temple of Rochester, w ith the end in view of making the Temple 
self-supporting. 

It was at this meeting that the Secretary was authorized to purchase a 
system of records to be used in connection with his office. 

The L odge made the following contributions: t o the Industrial School of 
Rochester-$10, to the Children's Christmas Fund of Masonic Home at U tica 
-$15, to the George Washing ton Masonic National Memorial Association 
-$10. 

The fin al business at thi s meeting was the election of the following offi­
cers, who were entrusted with the affa irs of the Lodge, to carry on the work 
so ably done by their predecessors. For Master--Bro. George S. Hunt, for 
Sr . Warden-Bro. Ralph H. W ickens, .for .Jr. W:~~:-W. Roy Wolf, for 
T reasurer-Harry T. Tenney and for Secretary-Erie L. Miller. 

1921 
T hose who were privileged t o know and work with Vlor. Bro. George C. 

Hunt were greatly pleased with his selection as Master. Bro. Hunt will be 
remembered by many for hi s excellent rendition of the Middle Chamber lec­
ture w hich he presented a t each 2nd Degree over a period of years. 

At an early meeting in J anuary a letter was received from the then Grand 
Master, Mos t \N. Bro. Robert H. Robinson eulogizing the memory of our late 
Bro. Rt. W. Charles H. Burt, presiding Bishop of the Episcopal diocese and 
former Grand Chplain of Grand Lodge. 

At this meeting the Junior Officers were advanced several stations and 
conferred the 1st Degree on a full class. At this. meeting the membership was 
honored by the presence of- Rt. \N. Bro. Charles M. Colton, who so ably as­
sist ed in the formation of the Lodge. 

At a meeting in February the Lodge was honored by the offici a l visit of 
Rt. \ i\'. Bro. Floyd B. Miner, D. D. G. M., who, in hi s remarks, referred par­
ticularly t o the new Educational and Social Service Bureau being fostered by 
Grand Lodge, and also reported on the progress being made by the Soldiers 
and Sailors Memorial Hospital at Utica. 
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At the meeting held on February 19, a beautiful and appropriate set of 
gavels were presented to the Lodge on behalf of our First Master, 'vV. Bro. 
Shindel G. Case. 

The meeting of April 2 vvas designated as Past Masters' Night and 'vV. 
Bros. Case, Kyle and Keith assumed their original stations. At this meeting a 
petition was received from 25 Master Masons seeking waivers to form a new 
Lodge to be known as Frank L. Simes Lodge and the Lodge voted favorable 
action. 

At a meeting held on April 30, the 2nd Degree was conferred and at the 
conclusion of the meeting the members adjourned to the Masonic Club where 
a fine luncheon was served. The members were addressed by Vv. Bro. Thomas 
Bolger of Jessie L. Cooley Lodge 966, Elmira, New York. 

It was announced that charter member, Bro. Albert A. Grainger was 
scheduled to sail for England followed by an extended trip through Europe, 
and on the evening of his sailing a telegram was sent wishing him a pleasant 
trip and safe return. 

In May the Fellowcraft Club started their first of a series of three dances 
to be held at the Hotel \\' indsor. 

At the communication held May, the 21st, notice was received from 
Grand Lodge to the effect that regulations were being changed to the effect 
that the Grand Master shall have the power by dispensation, in individual 
cases, to waive physical disqualifications, the result of service in the A. E. F., 
or in the military and naval service of the United States or with the military 
or naval service of their Allies in the \Vorld \Nar. 

At a meeting held June 4 ,it was announced that there would be a celebra­
tion of Flag Day in a fitting and proper manner by all of the Lodges of the 
Monroe District, the affair to take place at Convention Hall. Ancient Craft 
was well represented. 

The annual outing in 1921 was held at Grand Vico;w Beach and there was 
an exceptionally large turn-out of members and their families. $250 was voted 
to take care of the expense of this affair. 

At the next stated communication, it was voted to purchase an additional 
$1,000 worth of Masonic Temple stock from the Hollister-'vVatson estate. 

The 3rd Degree was conferred, and the second section was exemplified 
by the Fellowcraft team of Warren C. Hubbard Lodge 964, two former mem­
bers of Ancient Craft taking principal parts; namely, \V. Bros. Harry G. 
Greensmith and Willard ]. Smith. 

At a meeting on November 19, 1921, the Lodge was honored by the visit 
of Rt. W. Bro. David Lincoln Ferris, Grand Chaplain of Grand Lodge, and 
who presented to each of the class a copy of the Great Light. Rev. Bro. \\<' il­
liam McCoy, a member of this class, was later called upon to give his impres­
sions of the Masonic Degrees. 

At the first meeting in December $250 was voted to defray the expenses 
of Ladies' Night and entertainment, the affair taking place in the Masonic 
Ball Room. 
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At the annual meeting the retiring Master, W. Bro. George C. Hunt, was 
presented with a purse of gold from the Lodge as well as from the class and 
complimented on the splendid year of service. 

At this meeting the usual Christmas donations were given by the Lodge 
to the various Institutions in which it was interested. 

The newly elective and appointive officers were later installed by \V. 
Bros. Arthur Rathjen and Garry V. Kyle. 

1922 
The year 1922 found the ros ter of membership in the Lodge considerably 

increased and the thought that was uppermost in the mind of 'vV. Bro. Ralph 
H. Wickens at the time of his election to the position of l\·iaster was to formu­
late plans and develop ideas t o keep the good fellowship and harmonious con­
tact alive. 

A t the fir st meeting of the new year a Committee was appointed to pur­
chase a set of dishes and cutlery to be used by the Lodge, which were later 
purchased and used for several yea rs. 

A t the second meeting in January, the Lodge had the pleasure of wel­
coming Bro. \Vill M. Cressy, a member of Pioneer Lodge No. 70, of Hacken­
sack, N. J., who was playing in the leading act at the Temple Theater. 

At a meeting held in February, the Lodge officially received Rt. W. Bro. 
Luther H. Miller , D. D. G. M., of the First District. At thi s same meeting the 
Lodge voted $50 t oward the Building fund of the Y. M. C. A. 

It was announced at the meeting of March 4 that the formal dedication 
of the Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Hospital at U tica would take place April 
22, 1922. Ancient Craft Lodge was represented by more than SO of its mem­
bership. 

On March 24 the Lodge rendered its annual homage to the Ladies and a 
fine program of entertainment was enjoyed in the Ball Room of the Temple. 

A t the meeting of April the custom established in the early days of the 
Lodge that when a 3rd Degree was conferred the first section took place in 
the afternon. The Lodge members in attendance and candidates usually had 
dinner together at either the Elks Club or the old Odenbach Restaurant. 

At a stated communication held June 3, Bro. James H. Beebe presented 
the Lodge with a sterling silver trowel. Past Masters ' Aprons were presented 
to W. Bros. Arthur Rathjen and George C. Hunt. It was also voted t o hold 
the traditional Lodge Picnic at a place t o be determined later. 

On the following Sunday a goodly number of members attended divin e 
service at St. George's Episcopal Church in Lake Avenue, which service was 
conducted by the Chaplain, Rev. Bro. W illia m S. McCoy. 

At a later meeting the membership had the pleasure of listening to Bro. 
Harry T . . Tinne'y ,who related some of his experiences while attending a 
meeting of the International Rotary Club of England. Bro. Tinney also com­
mented on the work that Rotary was doing for Crippled Children a t Sunshine 
Camp on Lake Ontar.io and the Lodge donated $50 toward this work. 
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A most unusual Autumn Ladies' Night was held November 8 at Grange 
Hall in Titus Avenue, Irondequoit . An old-fashioned chicken dinner was 
served and dancing was enjoyed by all those present. 

At the first meeting in November, the Lodge received a communication 
from Grand Secretary stating that Ancient Craft Lodge had contributed one 
hundred percent of its quota toward the cost of the building of the Soldiers 
and Sailors Memorial Hospital. 

At the first meeting held in December, the Lodge had the pleasure of 
welcoming W. Bro. Ernest R. Clark of Etolian Lodge 479, who gave a very 
interesting address on George Washington and the public schools system. 

December was a very active month, as there were two regular and two 
special communications held primarily to clean up the trestle board which 
still contained a great many names. 

A letter was read from Rev. Bro. Albert v\'. Beaven inviting the officers 
and the members to attend service at the Lake Avenue Baptist Church. The 
invitation was accepted and a goodly number of members attended. 

At subsequent meetings the Lodge had the pleasure of welcoming Rt. 
v\'. Paul Stratton of St. George Lodge 6 of Schenectady, N .Y., and \\'or. Bro. 
Isaac M. Brickner, Yonnondio Lodge 163. 

At the annual communication the usual reports were 'read, 'Which indi­
cated the Lodge was in strong financial condition even though considerable 
funds had ben spent for entertainment. 

The following officers were elected for the year 1923: Bros. \V. Roy Wolf 
-Master, Erhart J. Geil-Sr. Warden, Henry A. Thiede-Jr. Warden, Harry 
T. Tinney-Treasurer and Spencer '0/ . Tiffany-Secretary, Bro. Tiffany sue~ 

ceeding Bro. Erie L. Miller, who was retiring from the position of Secretary~ 

At this meeting the Lodge gave its usual testimonials to those whom it 
remembered at this season of the year, and the first life membership to be 
given a member of the Lodge was presented to '\V. Bro. Shindel G. Case. The 
customary presentation was made to the retiring Master, Bro. Ralph H . 
Wickens on behalf of the Lodge and the class of 1922. The newly elected Offi­
cers were installed by \V. Bros. Arthur Rathjen and Shindel G. Case. 

The final action of this meeting was the voting of $25 to be paid to the 
Masonic Relief Fund for Montenegrans. 

1923 
The Officers in 1923 found the trestle board well-congested, which neces ~ 

sitated not only work at regular meeti"ngs but conferring degrees at several 
special meetings throughout the year. At one of the early meetings in the 
year, the Lodge was entertained by its own musical trio consisting of Bros. 
]. Herbert' Kaelber, pian'o; \vith Charles E. LeRoy, celio, and Harvey R. Hef­
fron, violin. 

The Lodge was called upon on three different occasions during the early 
part of the year to assist Lodges which had suffered loss by fire of their Lodge 
Rooms and equipment. Jn each -case a G.b).l:l.tribution -was made. 
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flv1enu 

FRUIT CUP 

CELERY OLIVES RADISHES 

CHICKEN A LA KING IN PATTY SHELLS 

FRENCH FRIED POT A TOES CARROTS AKD PEAS 

SALAD 

ROLLS AND BUTTER 

APPLE PIE AND CHEESE COFFEE 

CIGARS 

CIGARETTES 

MUSIC 
Bro. Harvey R. Heffron, Violin Bro. LeVerne Herman, Piano 
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CJJinner Program 

Toastmaster 

BRO. JACK KNABB 

INVOCATION 

AMERICA 

.. . . ... REV. BRO. WILLIAM S. McCOY 

... ..... ASSEMBLAGE 

GREETINGS FROM THE MASTER 

W:.SHINDEL G. CASE ..... .. ... ... . . ... . ...... ..... "WISDOM" 

SELECTION ZENITH QUARTETTE 

W: .GARY V. KYLE ..... "STRENGTH" 

W : .EDWARD H . KEITH .. .... .. . ..... "BEAUTY" 

SELECTION ZENITH QUARTETTE 

BRO. J. HERBERT KAELBER .... ... ... ... ..... .... .... ."SHEKELS" 

W:.FREDERICK R. BOYCE . . . .. . . . .. "COUNSELLOR" 
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In early Spring the Lodge held ,,,.hat was considered its finest May Party 
as entertainment for the Ladies. This affair was held in the Masonic Audi­
torium. Decorations were under the direction of Bro. E. Dudley Pierce and 
his corps of assistants. 

At this time the Del\iolay movement was entering the Eastern States 
and 'vV. Bros. Shindel G. Case and Vv. Roy Wolf were instrumental in starting 
this organization for boys and were elected with five others to serve as spon­
sors for this work. Later in the year the Lodge presented to the Rochester 
Chapter a beautiful Altar Bible. . 

During the year the Lodge was officially visited by Rt. Vv. Bro. William 
MacFarlane, D. D. G. M., who, among other things, informed the Lodge of 
the large acreage recently purchased by Grand Lodge to erect cottages for 
the treatment of tubercular Masons. 

A new roster of membership was published, which showed a substantial 
increase in membership. 

The Lodge accepted the invitation of Rev. Bro. Harry G. Greensmith 
to attend services at his parish, the North Clinton Baptist Church. 

It \vas durii1g 1923 that the c!~testion of a new Temple was being discussed 
and the Lodge appointed a Committee to investigate the matter, and later in 
the year unanimously adopted a resolution to the effect that a site should be 
furnished .for a new Temple. 

The usual mid-summer picnic was held at Grand View Beach. 
During the year a solicitation was made among members for a donation 

of $1.00 each to be used to help defray the expense of the building of the 
George Washington Masonic Memorial at Alexandria. The Lodge contributed 
its quota 100% and sent its Master to participate in the ceremony of the lay­
ing of the corner stone, at which it was estimated there were in attendance 
35,000 Masons representing all parts of the United States. 

The Lodge continued its interest in the Sunshine Camp of the Rotar)'1 
Club ai1d contributed $50 toward this work. 

The Lodge took a very active part in the great meeting held at Conven­
tion Hall in honor of Rt. \V. Bro. David Lincoln Ferris. 

A beautiful cast aluminum gavel was presented to the Lodge by Bro. 
James Beebe, a member of Genesee Falls Lodge 507. 

The last official act at the annual meeting ' vas the voting and the pre­
sentation of a life membership certificate to Bro. Garry V. Kyle. 

1924 
With the selection and election of officers for 1924, all of the original Line 

Officers had passed through their several stations and were now designated as 
Past Masters. With the election of Bro. Erhart J. Geil as Wor. Master, Bro. 
Henry A. Thiede as Sr. \Varden and Bro. Martii1 'vV. Utz as Jr. \Varden, a 
new line was destined to carry on. 

Bro. Harry T. Tinney, who had served the Lodge for a number of year 
as Treasurer, due to failing health, found it necessary t o retire and he wa 
succeeded by W. Bro. \V. Roy Wolf. 
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The year 1924 was a very active year. As there were a great many candi­
dates awaiting degrees, the question of revising the By-Laws in many in­
stances came up for consideration, together with the proposed increase in 
Lodge dues. Several of the original By-La'vvs were changed to conform to 
changing conditions and the Lodge dues were raised from $7 to $10 per an­
num. 

The Lodge was visited during the year by Rt. 'vV. Bro. Isaac M. Brickner, 
D.D.G.M. 

The Lodge attended services at the Asbury M. E. Church in East Avenue, 
and was addressed by the Rev. Bro. Ralph S. Cushman. 

A most unusual and well-attended meeting was held in March in honor 
of Masons Associated with the plumbing industry. 178 guests were intro­
duced this evening by Bro. Martin \V. Utz, Chairman of the affair. 

During the latter part of March Ancient Craft Lodge was saddened by 
the news that our beloved First Master, W. Bro. Shindel G. Case, was to take 
up permanent residence in the city of Albany, New York, and before his leav­
ing, a testimonial dinner was given in his honor in Masonic Club. 

The traditional picnic and Ladies' Night were held, both being well-at­
tended and enjoyed by a goodly number of the membership and their families. 

During the year additional Masonic Temple stock was purchased in the 
amount of $200. As the year progressed, the plans for the new Temple made 
considerable progress and at the meeting on October 4, 1924, Ancient Craft 
Lodge voted to contribute $1,000 toward the new project. 

At the conclusion of the year's work various testimonials were given to 
those who served the Lodge during the year, as well as several Christmas 
remembrances to organizations and individuals. 

1925 
January 3, 1925 the newly elective and appointive officers were installed 

by W. Bros. Arthur Rathjen and \V. Roy ·wolf, with the following at the 
helm: Henry A. Thiede, \V. Master and Martin vV. Utz, Sr. Warden and Wil­
son H. DaBoll, Jr. Warden. 

The first business at the first meeting was the election of Vv. Bro. Edward 
Keith to life membership. 

During the year the Lodge was officially visited by Rt. \V. Bro. Harold 
G. Dobson, D. D. G. M. 

There was a movement on foot to reduce the number of meetings from 
two to one a month, but little interest was manifested in the proposed change 
and the suggestion was deferred. 

A very interesting meeting was held in March when the Master arbi­
trarily divided the members present into two teams for the purpose of deter­
mining which team was most familiar with the 2nd degree .ritual. The Referee 
was Bro. J. Wynn Stone. 

A very well-.attended meeting took place March 21 when -8 Past Masters 
were welcomed by the vVor. Master. This meeting was designated Past 
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Masters' Night and many distinguished Past Masters of other Lodges were 
in attendance. 

At a later meeting an illustrated address was given hy vV. Bro. Townley 
of Corinthian Temple Lodge 805, who explained the mysteries of radio. 

During this year a permanent charity fund was established by allocating 
a proportionate share of each member's clues to be set up in a special fund to 
be devoted exclusively to charitable purposes. 

An interesting and enjoyable picnic was held at Grand Vievv Beach in 
June and the Fellowcraft Club held a clambake, which was well-attended. 

At a meeting in May the Secretary was instructed to write letters of con­
gratulation to Bros. Fred D. Budd and Arthur Pammenter, who had been 
recently honored by election to the office of City Treasurer and State Assem­
blyman respectively. 

The Lodge was officially visited by Rt. vV. Bro. James B . . \ iVoodruff, 
D.D.G. M. 

At the annual meeting a vote of thanks was extended to Bro. Lester P. 
Slade who had so ably served the Lodge as its representative on the Masonic 
Temple Governing Board for several years. The final business of the meeting 
was the election of officers to carry on the work during 1926, and the follow­
ing were elected and installed: Bros. Martin \V. Utz, Master; \iVilson H. Da­
Boll, Sr. \ iV arden; J. ·wynn Stone, Jr. \tV arden. The installation ceremony 
was under the direction of \V. Bros. Arthur Rathjen and Garry V. Kyle. 

1926 
The year 1926 was a most interesting and lively year, W. Bro. Utz in­

stituting many original ideas in his meetings and devoting considerable time 
to the activities of the Lodge. 

At an early meeting in the year the membership was saddened by the an­
nouncement of death of Bro. Edward C. \Nay, for many years the Re­
corder of Damascus Temple. Bro. \Vay was a frequent visitor at Lodge 
meetings. 

The Lodge took favorable action on the request of the American Legion 
in making a contribution to their endowment fund. 

In early Spring an interesting and entertaining smoker was held in the 
Auditorium with Bro. Fred T. \Voodrow acting as Chairman. 

The following month the Fellowcraft Club accepted an invitation h om 
Fame Lodge 945 to confer the second section of the 3rd Degree in the Ma­
sonic Temple in Irondequoit. The Fellowcraft Club was ably assisted by \V. 
Bro. Lawrence Greene of Seneca Lodge in view of the inability of Bro. Fritz 
Bonehill to play :in his usual character. 

The month of May was a very eventful month. Manv of the members 
journeyed to Buffalo to l)articipate in the laying of the c~rner stone of the 
new Masonic Temple. 

The Lodge celebrated its lOth anniversary. There were many guests 
present and the principal address of the evening was given by Bro. Joseph M. 
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Donald, who had served the Lodge as Chaplain for several years past. Several 
floral tributes were presented to \V. Bro. Case and a most beautiful tribute 
was paid to our late Bro. Arthur E. Granneman. 

In mid-summer an enjoyable picnic was held and at the first meeting in 
the Fall, a special welcome was tendered Bro. Hugo G. Loesch, who had re­
cently returned from an extended trip abroad. 

The Lodge attended services at St. George's Episcopal Church in Lake 
Avenue. 

At an early meeting in September a petition was received and voted upon 
favorably granting a waiver of jurisdiction in connection vvith the forming 
of Orpheus Lodge. 

At an early meeting in the Fall , the Fellowcraft Club dramatized the 3rd 
Degree under a so-called new form, the revision being made by the splendid 
work of Bros. Edward H. Keith, Fritz Bonehill , Harry Dodson and Maurus 
Reck. 

The Lodge was visited by Rt. \Vor. Edward G. VanDerlinde, D. D. G. M. 
One of the outsta!lclinp- ·meetings during the year was known as 18th 

\Vard night, when the \Vor . Master acted as host to the many members of 
Ancient Craft residing in that Ward. 

At the annual meeting, the 'vV or. Master was presented with a Past Mas­
ter's Apron by his friend and associate, Bro. Freel Nessie. The Master also 
received as a testimonial from the Lodge a beautiful gold watch charm. 

The newly elective officers were installed by \Vor. Bro. Edward H. Keith. 

1927 
The year of 1927 was a most active one and many changes took · place in 

the Lodge. Under the direction of Vif. Bro. \Vilson H. Dalloll several unique 
meetings were conducted. 

Early in the year the resignation of Spencer \V. Tiffany as Secretary was 
received and accepted and he was succeeded by Bro. \V. Roy Wolf, who acted 
in the dual capacity of Secretary and Treasurer for several months, after 
which Bro. J. Herbert Kaelber was elected and in stalled as Treasurer resum­
ing the position which he held in 1917. 

The Lodge was honored during this year by the designation of one of its 
members to the position of D. D. G. l\L, who made his first official visit to hi s 
own Lodge on the evening which was designated as Past Masters' Night with 
every Past Master in attendance. Bro. Wolf was present with a Grand Lodge 
Apron and a magnificent bouquet of roses, after he had concluded his official 
remarks at this meeting. 

The outstanding social affair was the unusually well-attended Ladies' 
Night and dinner party held at DeRoo's Inn at Scottsville. The decorations 
at this party were worthy of mention and the splendid time had by more than 
300 who attended. Several speakers of note were welcomed by the Lodge, 
who addressed the membership on subjects of interest. 

The Lodge continued to prosper, securing 25 new members during the 
year. 
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1928 
The newly elective and appointive officer s were in sta lled by Rt. W. Bro. 

'vV. Roy \Volf assisted by \ V. Bro. Wilson H. DaBoll. \V. Bro. J. Wynn Stone 
was inducted as Master, whose associate officer s were Charles C. D. Schaefer, 
Sr. 'vVarden, and Zahrt L. Augustine, Jr. 'vVarden. 

A t the first meeting in the new year, the Master announced that the lay­
ing of the corner stone of th e new Temple situated at Main East and Prince 
Str eet would take place the following week. This great event took place on 
scheduled time after a formal parade was held and the Lodge was again hon­
ored by the selection of one of its members to act as Grand Sword Bearer in 
the corner st one ceremony. In the evening a testimonial dinner was g iven in 
honor of Most \Vor. Harold J. Richardson, Grand Master. More than SO mem­
ber s of Ancient Craft attended this notable event. 

A Smoker , Clambake, Ladies' Night and Picnic were held during the year 
and were well-attended by the m embership and their friends. 

A goodly number of members attended the annual pilgrimage t o Masonic 
Home a t U tica. 

A movement was again fostered t o change the meeting night inasmuch 
as chang ing times and conditions were such tha t it was thought more desir­
able t o hold our meetings on some other night than Saturday. A Committee 
was appointed t o investigate the matter and report at a later meeting. 

The Lodge contributed substantia lly to the hurricane sufferers in Florida 
and Porto Rico co-operatin g w ith the Grand Lodge in g iving real ass istance 
to these distressed people. 

On the evening of October 6 the Committe previously appointed t o rec­
omm end the change of meeting night reported favo rably and designated the 
meetin gs be held on the 2nd and 4th \Vednesclays . The proposition was sub­
mitted and unanimously approved. 

A t a later meeting the Lodge voted $1,000 for the expense of furnishing 
the new Temple. 

Early in November a number of the members of the Lodge journeyed t o 
Batavia t o participate in the dedication of the new Temple. 

The Lodge was o fficially visited by Rt. W. Bro. W illiam F. Strang, D. D. 
G. M. , w ho brought the greetings of the Grand Master and addressed the 
Lodge on subjects of interest. 

The last meeting in the year saw a goodly turn-out of members when the 
new officers were elected and duly in sta lled by \V. Bros. Shinclel G. Case and 
Ralph H. Wickens. 

1929 
'vV. Bro. Charles C. D. Schaefer, Master, and his associates, Bros. Zahrt 

L. Augustine and J ohn N. Harvard, Sr. and Jr. Wardens respectively, had a 
most profitable and successful year. 

A t the first meeting in January, the Lodge was saddened by news of the 
death of \ V. Bro. Charles V. K. Lansing, a me1nber of Genesee Falls L odge, 
who was director of music of Ancient Craft for several year s. -
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The Lodge received a VISit from w. Bro. George vVhitney, Assistant . 
Grand Lecturer, whose remarks were very greatly appreciated by those in 
attendance. 

At an early meeting, the Lodge was the recipient of a beautifully carved 
Marshal baton, the presentation being made by Vv. Bro. Shindel G. Case. 

A committee was appointed to investigate the possibilities of publishing 
a Lodge paper. Bro. Harry J. Dodgson reported to a subsequent meeting and 
was asked to serve as AssociateEditor with the Secretary, the publication to 
be known as the "Log of Ancient Craft." It was a very ambitious undertaking 
and was carried on successfully through the year. 

The Lodge made its yearly visit to St. George's Episcopal Church to pay 
respects to our Chaplain, Rev. Bro. \Villiam S. McCoy. 

At a meeting in J nne, the membership fees of the Lodge were raised from 
$100 to $125. 

The Lodge was officially visited by Rt. \\'. Bro. Arthur T. Smith, D. D. 
G.M. 

On September 25, the Lodge held its yearly Past Masters' Night with all 
Past Masters being present except two. 

During the year the usual social activities were enjoyed in the form of a 
Ladies' Night, Picnic and Clambake. 

The Lodge concluded a most successful year, as the reading of the annual 
reports demonstrated, and it was voted to publish the annual reports of both 
the Secretary and Treasurer, sending a copy to each of the membership. 

1930 
During this year vV. Bro. Zahrt L. Augustine and his associate Bros. John 

N. Harvard, Sr. \Varden and Fred T. \Voodrow, Jr. Warden, found the Lodge 
comfortably settled in their new Home in the new Masonic Temple, which 
had just been recently completed, and it fell to the honor of the following 
brethren to be raised in the new Temple: Bros. Lee A. Bloss, Charles F. New­
man, Verlin J. Props, A. P. Lapp, Frank 0. Hayes. 

During March the Lodge "·as called upon to participate in the District 
Convention, at which time Ancient Craft '.Yas chosen to put on the first ·section 
of the 3rd Degree in co-operation " ·ith Frank R. Lawrence Lodge. Both 
Lodges we.re complimented very highly by the Grand Lectur~r for their splen­
did rendition of the ritual. 

On March 26 the Master received a pleasant surprise in the form of a 
visitation from 60 members of the Craft, who were employed by the North 
East Electric Company. 

An unusual meeting was held on May 14, and before a capacity attendance 
the Degree teams of Fraternal Lodge 625, Hamburg, N. Y., and the team of 
Ancient Craft exemplified the 3rd Degree. 

Past Masters' Night provided its usual mirth and amusement. 
The Lodge purchased a $1,000 5% second Mortgage Bond on the new 

Temple. 
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During the year considerable additional equipment was purchased for 
the use of the Fellowcraft Club. · 

The Lodge was officially visited by Rt. W. Bro. Joseph E. Silverstein. 

Twelve candidates were raised during the year, many of whom took a 
very active interest in Lodge affairs . 

1931 
The second year in the new Temple found V-/. Bro. John N. Harvard . 

elected to the position of Master and Bros. George H. Spohr and James H. 
Fowle, Sr. and Jr. \Vardens respectively. 

At the first meeting the' resignation of Bro. Hugo C. Loesch, assistant 
Senior Deacon, was of necessity accepted as Bro. Loesch was removing from 
the city. 

A very definite movement was fostered to endeavor to create additional 
interest in Lodge affairs. 

A committee was appointed consisting of Bros. Jack Knabb, James H. 
Fowle and Robert J. Rohr, and a rather unique follow-up was made, which 
brought fine results. 

At an early meeting in February 60 members of the Craft employed at 
the North East Electric Company were welcomed by the Master. 

Bro. John Beebe, a member of Genesee Falls Lodge, and always greatly 
interested in the progress of Ancient Craft, presented in token of his con-, 
tinued interest a hand-turned gavel. 

During the year the Lodge contributed considerable of its time and 
means in assisting the Auditorium Players project. 

The outstanding event of the year was the celebration of the lSOth anni­
versary of Grand Lodge when a special program and historical pageant was 
put on. The cast was worthy of mention; Bro. Lester P. Slade as George 
Washington, Wor. Bro. Garry V. Kyle, as Benjamin Franklin, Bro. Thomas 
W. Hilton, as General LaFayette, Bro. Jack Knabb as Paul Revere and Wor. 
Bro. Zahrt L. Augustine as De Witt Clinton. T\1ere was special music by Bro. 
Robert Bereritsen. 

Bro. William Lennox was welcomed back from his European trip and 
told of his many experiences in visiting Masonic Lodges in Eitrope. 

During the year the usual social activities were enjoyed, all being w ell­
attended. 

The first golf tournament of Lodge members was enjoyed under the 
chairmanship of Bro. Vv' m. Lennox. 

-TheLodge was officially visited by Rt. W. Bro. Ernest R. Clark, D.D.G.M. 

The annual meeting saw the conclusion of a successful year. The usual 
testimonials were presented to the retiring Master, Secretary and Treasurer 
and Bro. Fred T. Woodrow was elected as Master to be assisted by Bros. 
George H. Spohr and James H. Fowle, Wardens. 
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1932 
At the first meeting of the new year, the newly elective officers were in­

stalled by Rt. Wor. W. Roy Wolf and Wor. Charles C. D. Schaefer. At this 
meeting a number of the supervisors of the State School at Industry were 
welcomed by the Master. 

The Lodge was entertained by the Orpheus male quartette. 
A contribution was made to the George \Vashington Memorial at Tap­

pan, N.Y. 
\V. Bro. \Voodrow was honored at an early meeting in March when he 

and the Lodge welcomed the Rochester Cpapter of the National Order of 
Sojourners, together with the Damascus Temple Legion of Hoonr. 

In May the Lodge welcomed Rt. \V. Bro. Ansel E. Beckwith, who came 
from Cleveland, Ohio especially to address the members of the Lodge. This 
was a very happy occasion and enjoyed by those in attendance. 

The most important official business during the year was the transferring 
of the Lodge 's interest in the old Masonic Temple to the Temple Civic Centre 
of Rochester. 

The annual Ladies' Night and Clambake was a most enjoyable affair as 
was the Clambake of the Fellowcraft Club held at the Old Homestead. 

The Lodge took a very active part in the testimonial dinner to be given 
toRt. W. Bro. William F. Strang, recently elected Jr. Grand Warden. 

The Lodge was saddened at the announcement of the untimely death of 
Wor. Bro. Fred T . Woodrow, who departed this life September 29 A. L. 5932 
at the General Hospital, this city. It was the first death recorded of a charter 
member, as well as a present or Past Master. The Lodge conducted a Masonic 
funeral service, burial taking place in Riverside Cemetery, and a marker ap­
proved by the Lodge and suitably inscribed was placed 011 the place of inter­
ment. 

The official business of the year was carried on by Sr. Warden, George 
H. Spohr, who. on October 12, officially welComed Rt. \Vor. Charles H. Har­
mon, D. D. G. M. 

The Lodge, for the balance of the year, conducted its formal business, 
and at the conclusion of the year the annual reports were read and the formal 
election of officers took place with Bro. George H. Spohr designated as Mas­
ter , Bros. James H. Fowle and \Villiam C. Lennox, Sr. and Jr. Wardens re­
spectively. These newly elective and appointive officers were installed by Rt. 
'0/. Bro. William F. Strang, Junior Grand \Varden, a~sisted by \Vor. Bro. 
Arthur Rathjen. 

1933 
This year was considered to be the very centet of depression. No candi­

(lates were received, but many outstanding meetings were held throughout 
the year, particularly the meeting commemorating the birthday of Bro. 
George Washington, when over 350 Masons were in attendance. This meet­
ing was sponsored by the Ruling ::\:lasters' Association and Ancient Craft 
acting as host. 
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A play specially written by B"ro. Dr. Arthur C. Parker, Masters Lodge 5, 
was presented by 25 members of various Lodges ii1 Colonial costumes carry­
ing back .those present in memory to the 18th century., wh"ich was the period 
the story unfolded and very vividly portrayed the ideals and accomplishments 
of Masons who lived through the soul-trying struggle and hours of darkness 
of that period. 

The Lodge officially received during the year, Rt. Wor. \Villiam F. Strang, 
Junior Grand ·warden and Rt. W or. George _'\. Harrington, D. D. G. M., as 
well as at a later meeting Bro. Dr. Arthur C. Parker, ' yho addressed the Lo-dge 
on Indian Free Masonry. 

At subsequent meetings the members of the Lodge were addressed by 
W. Bro. Arthur Rathjen on his visit to the Mediterranean countries, \Vor. Bro. 
P. K. Jamison on E:nglish Free Masonry ;md Bro. Chris L. Hutter reporting 
on his visit to the Washington Memorial at ·washington. 

Lodge membership took a very active part in the "Century of Progress" 
carnival to assist in the raising of funds for the Masonic Service Bureau. The 
Lodge endeavor in this connection resulted in the turning-in of the largest 
profit from any co-operating Body. 

"Go-to-Church" Sunday _was observed when the membership attended 
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church with Rt. \Vor. Bro. Jerome C. Kates, Grand 
Chaplain, officiating. J 

A special Past Masters' Night was held ·with all living Past Masters in 
attendance, with the exception of Vv. Bro. Case. 

A "tall story" contest was conducted which developed considerable merri­
ment. 

Social functions included Ladies' Night, Clambake, Night Club Party and 
perha1:is the largest Fellowcraft Picnic ever held when 80 were in attendance. 

1934 
At the annual meeting the membership felt that while no degrees were 

conferred, a most profitable and satisfactory year was recorded, at which time 
Bro. James H. Fowle was elected to the position of Master, William C. Len­
nox, Sr. Warden and Charles C. Fairfax, Jr. \i\T arden. Bro. Fowle, in assuming 
his position as Master, realized that due to the changing times and conditions, 
much effort would have to be put in on the part of the officers and members 
in keeping alive the tradition of the Lodge and the continued interest of i · s 
members. The program that he outlined and carried through to fi.tlfil1::1c;1t 
was a worthy one. 

At the first meeting o('the new year, he, having previously been elected 
to honorary membership, a life membership certificate was presented to Rt. 
\Vor. William F. Strang, the presentation being made by Rt. W. Bro. John 
B. Mullan. 

A mOst unique series of meetings were instituted when the Masters of 
preceding years invited or designated meeting nights their individual classes, 
who were welcomed and their names recorded. This procedure helped tre­
mendously in swelling attendance at individual meetings. 
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On the evening of March 14, the Vvor. Master conferred a signal honor 
on Rt. Wor. W. Roy Wolf and his Line Ofticers of 1923, permitting them to 
assume their origirfalj>9sitio~1s and to confer the 1st Degree on a class of 
candidates. During the ev~tiirig the class of 1923 was welcomed. 

At a later meeting in March, the Lodge was saddened by the announce­
ment of the passing of Most W. Bro. Thomas Penney, who was Grand Master 
at the time Ancient Craft Lodge was organized. 

One of the outstanding meetings cif the year was the evening that the 
Lodge acted as host for the Lodges of Monroe County. There were 77 visitors 
and 60 members attending this meeting, with representatives of all of the 
Lodges of the County in attendance with the exception of 4. 

The Lodge, during the year, was officially visited by Rt. Wor. John A. 
Baird, D. D. G. M. 

During the year the Lodge attended joint Church service and enjoyed a 
fine Lodge Picnic, as well as a Fellowcraft Picnic and in the Fall an enjoyable 
Ladies' Night. Later in the Fall the Lodge again participated in the Masonic 
carnival doing an exceptionally fine piece of work in making this affair a 
success. 

In October a meeting was designated as Schoolmasters' Night, when the 
Wor. Master was honored by a substantial number of Educators, who at­
tended the meeting. 

The annual meeting saw the fulfillment of a most interesting) and prof­
. itable year. 

Wor. Bro. Fowle, on his retirement, was presented with a life member­
ship certificate and the good \Wishes of his officers and associates. 

The election of officers found \Vor. Bro. \Villiam C. Lennox in the chair 
as Master, and associated with him were Bros. Charles C. Fairfax and Thomas 
Vl. Hilton, as Sr. and Jr. Wardens. 

1935 
Immediately upon his installation 'Nor. Bro. Lennox planned, and carried 

out to fulfillment, a most active and profitable year. Many exceptionally fine 
meetings were held which did much to revive interest and was reflected in 
the attendance at meetings. 

The Ladies' Night Party held in February under the direction of Bro. 
Thomas Hilton was an exceptionally fine affair. 

At the first meeting in March all of the members residing in the 18th and 
19th Wards of the city were invited to attend Lodge and one of the features 
of this evening was a friendly spelling bee, with the members of the two 
Wards acting as teams, ·with V/ or. Bro. Utz as leader of the 18th \V ard, and 
\Vor. Bro. \iVickens as leader of the 19th Ward. All of the words used in this 
spelling bee were Masonic words and were compiled by Bro. Thomas Hilton. 
The winners of this contest are as yet to be determined. 

In April the Lodge was saddened by the announcement of the passing of 
Wor. Bro. George C. Hunt, who was buried with full Masonic honors by his 
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Brethren, with a full attendance of all Officers, Past Masters and 30 of the 
Brethren. Bro. Hunt was laid to rest in the 'A'hite Haven Memorial Park. 

At the first meeting in April, the meeting was given over to the reception 
of Past Masters with W or. Bro. E. John Geil acting as Chairman. This meet­
ing was exceptionally well-attended, and thoroughly enjoyed by all present. 

During the latter part of April "Old Album" Nite was thoroughly enjoyed 
by many of the members beholding pictures projected on the screen which 
they had not seen for a number of years, and which caused considerable mer­
riment. 

Fathers' and Sons' Night was celebrated on April 24, and on the evening 
of May 8 "What Do You Know? ' ' contest was held under the direction of Bro. 
Thomas W. Hilton. The meeting was of intense interest as well as educa­
tional, and the honors were carried off by Wor. Bro. James H. Fowle. 

Later in the month, the Fellowcraft Club journeyed to Henrietta and 
assisted in conferring the 3rd Degree for Henrietta Lodge 526. 

During the summer two picnics were held, both under the auspices of the 
Fellowcraft Club, and a golf tournament was held at the Locust Hill Country 
Club under the leadership of Bros. \Vickens, Harvard, Utz, Roberts, Hilton 
and Carl Schlegel. The winners of this event were Bros. Art Pammenter, Ben 
Heughes, Ralph \Nickens, Lester Slade and Henry Thiede. Jack Knabb acted 
as toastmaster at the dinner, which concluded a very pleasant afternoon. 

In the Fall the traditional Clambake was immensely enjoyed by a large 
turn-out of members and friends. 

Speakers welcomed by the Lodge throughout the year were Rev. Theo­
dore T. Hayes, George F. Argetsinger and Rev. William S. McCoy. 

In the Fall the Lodge was officially visited by Rt. Wor. Bro. Frank E. 
Homan, D. D. G. M. 

On October 9, the Lodge held a Carnival for the membership and their 
friends, which was highly entertaining and profitable. 

The annual meeting in December saw the fulfillment of a splendid year 
of progress and the affairs of the Lodge were officially turned over to Charles 
C. Fairfax, newly elected Master, Thomas W. Hilton, Sr. \Varden and Robert 
J. Rohr, Jr. Warden. The installation ceremonies of the newly elective and 
appointive officers were conducted by Rt. Wor. Bro. William F. Strang, Grand 
Jr. Warden of Grand Lodge, assisted by Wor. Bro. Charles C. D. Schaefer. 

1936 
The Lodge entered its 20th year, which might be called "the end of the 

depression years," but during the preceding five years the Lodge had carried 
on in splendid manner, meeting every obligation it was called upon to meet, 
but nevertheless was confronted with changing conditions and with the · va­
riety of interest of its membership. 

Nineteen hundred and thirty-six saw a revival of general interest m 
Masonry with candidates again knocking at our doors for admittance. 
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During the year the Lodge was visitedby Rt. Wor. Bro. John J. Reilly, 
D.D.G.M. 

The usual Past Masters' Night was held, with all Past Masters being 
present. 

The Ladies' Night in February secured splendid support, followed by a 
most successful financial venture in the form of a Night Club Party held in 
the Temple. 

There was a fine picnic in June and the annuaJ Clambake held in October. 
In December the annual meeting was held, with the annual reports indi­

cating that the Lodge was· in strong financial condition, and with the usual 
testimonials and remembrances voted. The membership elected Thomas \V. 
Hilton-Master, George E. Rogers-Sr. Warden, Arthur E. Quackenbush, 
Jr. Warden. The installation ceremonies were under the direction of Rt. Wor. 
W. Roy Wolf &nd Wor. Bro. John N. Harvard. At this meeting the installing 
officer paid tribute to Bro. James A: Thompson who has served Ancient Craft 
Lodge as Tiler for 21 consecutive years, and during that period ha@i only 
missed one regular meeting of the Lodge. 

1937 
As the Lodge enters its 21st year with plans well along for making this 

one of the outstanding years in the history of the Lodge. The \Vor . .Master 
has demonstrated his ability as a man of real organization ability, a~ well as 
his unusual literary gift in reviving "The Log of Ancient Craft." 

The outstanding meeting so far in the birthday year was the Re-dedica­
tion meeting which took place March 10. This meeting was one of the hun­
dreds of other similar meetings held throughout the State of New York at 
the request of our Grand Master, Most Wor. Jacob C. Klinck. At this meet­
ing the three Degrees were conferred symbolically and the membership in 
attendance repledged themselves to the principles of the fraternity . There 
were 11 charter members present, together with all of the Past Masters, with 
the exception of one. There were also a great many members of the Dispen­
sation Class present. The service of Re-dedication was concluded the follow­
ing Sunday by a Joint service held in St. Paul's Episcopal Church, East Ave­
nue, when the Rev. Bro. George E. Norton delivered an address. 

At the 156th annual communication of Grand Lodge, Ancient Craft was 
represented by its Master and Secretary, who attended all functions particu­
larly the 200th Anniversary Pinner celebrating the founding of Masonry in 
the State of New York. 

The Officers for 1937 are keenly interested and fully appreciative of the 
responsibili~ies during this, the anniversary year, and will carry out a pro-· 
posed program which, when brought to fulfillment, will be one of outstanding 
achievement. 
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OFFICERS OF ANCIENT CRAFT LODGE No. 943 F. & A M. 
YEAR MASTER JUNIOR WARDEN SENIOR WARDEN TREASURER SECRETARY 

1916 Shindel G. Case .. Edward H. Keith ................... .. .. Garry V. Kyle .... ..J. Herbert Kaelber ........ Frederick R. Boyce 

1917 Shindel G. Case ........... Edward H . Keith ............. Garry V. Kyle . . ....... J . Herbert Kaelber ...... .. Frederick R. Boyce 

1918 Garry V. Kyle . .. Arthur Rathjen ..... .... ::-: Edward H. Keith ...... ... .. Ben Gerks .. Frederick R. Boyce 

1919 Edward H. Keith .... Geo. C. Hunt ..... ... . ..... ....... Arthur Rathjen ...... *Harry T. Tinney .. . ... Frederick R. Boyce 

1920 Arthur Rathjen .............. . Ralph H. Wickens Geo. C. Hunt .. Harry T. Tinney ... ... ..... Eric L. Mill er 

1921 *George C. Hunt ....... . W. Roy Wolf .. Ralph H . \Nickens Harry T. Tinney.. . .. Eric L. Miller 

1922 Ralph H. Wickens . E~ John Gcil ................. W . Roy Wolf . Harry T. Tinney ........... Eric L. Miller 

1923 W. Roy Wolf .................. Henry A. Thiede ...... E. John Geil . Harry T. Tinney ........... Spencer W . Tiffany 

1924 E. John Geil .Martin W. Utz ................. .. ..... . Henry A. Thiede ............ W. Roy Wolf . . ..... .. Spencer W. Tiffany 

1925 Henry A. Thiede ..... ...... Wilson H. DaBoll ...... ... ... Martin W. Utz .. . .. W . Roy Wolf ·Spencer W. Tiffany 

1926 Martin W. Utz ................. J. Wynn Stone ..... ...................... . Wilson H. DaBoll ........ W. Roy Wolf Spencer W. Tiffany 

Spencer W . Tiffany 1927 Wilson H. DaBoll .......... Zahrt L. Augustine .... . ]. W ynn Stone .... .. .. .. ...... W. Roy Wolf. 

1928 J. Wynn Stone .... Chas. C. D. Schaefer . Chas. C. D. Schaefer .... J . H erbert Kaelber ........ . W. Roy Wolf 

1929 Chas. C. D. Schaefer .... .John N. Harvard ..... Zahrt L. Augustine.. ..]. Herbert Kaelber ........ W. Roy Wolf 

1930 Zahrt L. Augustine .. .. .... Fred T. Woodrow .. .. .. .. John N. Harvard . J. Herbert Kaelber ........ W. Roy Wolf 

1931 John N. Harvard ...... .Gco. H . Spohr .............. Fred T . Woodrow ........ .. J . Herbert Kaelber.. ....... W. Roy Wolf 

1932 *Fred T. Woodrow. .. .. James H. Fowle . .. ............ Geo. H. Spohr ... ............... J. H erbert Kaelber ...... W. Roy Wolf 

1933 Geo. H. Spohr .................. \Vm. C. Lennox .. .]ames H. Fowle.. . . .. J . Herbert Kaclber ...... .. W. Roy Wolf 

1934 J;;mes H. Fowle .............. Chas. C. Fairfax .Wm. C. Lennox .............. . J. Herbert Kaelber ...... W. Roy Wolf 

1935 Wm. C. Lennox . ............ Thos. W. Hilton . .. ....... Chas. C. Fairfax .............. . ]. Herbert Kaclber ......... W . Roy Wolf 

1936 Chas. C. Fairfax ............ Robt. J. Rohr ........................... . Thos. W. Hilton ............... J. H erbert Kaclber.. ...... W. Roy Wolf 

1937 Thos. W. Hilton 

*Deceased 

. Arthur R. Quackenbush .......... Geo. D. Rogers ......... .]. Herbert Kaelber .. ... ... W. Roy Wolf 



Twenty-first Anniversary Committee 

R.·.w:.W. ROY WOLF, Chairman 

W:.THOMAS vV. HILTON, Ex-Officio 

W:.WILLIAM C. LENNOX Bro. WIN J. MERRIAM 

Bro. J. HERBERT KAELBER Bro. HARRY J. DODGSON 

Bro. JACK KNABB 

Cast of Dramatic Sketch 

UNDER DIRECTION OF BRO. HARRY J. DODGSON 

w:.Shindel G. Case 

Rev. Bro. Henry S. Gatley 

Bro. Gerald L. Covell 

Bro. Edwin Crowley, Jr. 

Bro. Harvey R. Heffron 

r 3s 1 

Bro. Paul S. Paulson 

Bro. Glen R. Piper 

Bro. Fred M. Roberts 

Bro. Russell J. Schrader 

Bro. Charles J . Veomett 



PROGRAM 

1. Formal entry ... ... Officers of 1937 

2. Reception ..... ... ....... ........ . .. .. ....... ... ..... .... .Visiting Past and Presen t Masters 

Reception . . . . . . .. .. . . . . ...... ... . . . . ... .. .. . . .. . . ... . . . .. .. . .. ... . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . Grand Lodge Officers 

Reception .... ........ ... .. .. ... .......... ...... ....... ... .. ..... Past Masters of Ancient Craft 

3. Prologue 

4. History ... . . ... .. .. . 

.. ... . W." .Arthur Rathjen 

. R:.w:.w. Roy Wolf 

DRAMA TIC SKETCH 
"THE STRONGER TIE" 

s: Dramatization of the Masonic life of Bro. Arthur E. Granneman. 

6. History continued ..... ... .. ... ....... .. .... .. .... ... .. ... ........... ... .. . R.".W.'.W. Roy vVolf 

7. Selection . .. .. ... .. .. . .. .. ... .... .... ... .... ... .. .... .. .. ... ..... ...... ....... .... ... Zenith Quartette 

8. History continued 

9. Selection .... ... ... .. ........ ...... .. .. ..... Zenith Quartette 

10. History continued 

11. Memorial service .... . W." .Arthur Rathjen 

12. History concluded 

13. Remarks and Remorse .. . .... ... .... ..... .... .... .Visitors 

14. Closing of Lodge 
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