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HISTORY EXHIBITS 

Seneca houses, clothing , cer emon ial costumes and 
i 'npl ements, tool s , anc u t,en ~' ~ ls e.-:e exhi bi-!:; ~ :1 in th e 
1-ucn"l E:t er 11u sewn of A:::_· t a a :1d. s~ i auces in EdgAI'tOi1 P8_rk. 
C.:::Tpl~:Jte ro oms of the ea~ly ni netee:..1th century and 
arti el e s u s ed in early Ro cl1ester homes also may be 
s een. 

ExTEKSION EXHIBI TS 

Waterial available for class room or library 
exhibit s i l lustrating the life of the Senecas and of 
the pioneers in Ti oche ster will be found listod under 
Objective III for fourth grade in the catalog of the 
Ext ens i on Divi s ion of the Rochester MusEum of Arts and 
Scienc es for Sept &mber, 1933. 





THE INDI..iiNS BID THE GEN"LSEE V.nLLEY 

When the first explorers and settlers carne into this regían thcy found 
the S{,nec a Indians i n possession of the torritory around the Finger Lakes 
and i n the Genes eü Valley. 

This nation was a pouerful mcmbor of the Le~guc of the Iroquois, or 
Six Nations, council , both bec&use of its superior numbers and becausa of 
its position as "Keeper of the "JostGrn Loor of the Long House." The Five 
Nat ions origin&llJ bolonging to this league lived in the r egion between the 
Moho.wk River and Lake Erie. Families lived in long bark lodges, thus they . 
called their common territory "the Long House ." The Onondagas were the 
keepers of the Central Council Fire, the Mohar.ks, Keepers of the Eastern 
Door, and the Senecas, of the Western Door. Capt ive s uere settled among 
t he Oneidas and t he Cayuga s to become "naturalized". _, From the Senecas 
two wo.r chiefs were elected to the Central Council. 

'I'hese Indiana did not live on , or near, t he banks of the Genesee 
until after the destruction of their villages by De Nonville in 1687 • 

. Their earlier hornos were about Cana.ndaigua Lake and eastward, but they 
used the Genesee Valley as h~~ting and fishing grounds and so much did 
they prize it for these purposes that they r etained the ri ght to hunt and 
fish there even aft er they allowed the settlers to establish their farms 
in the r egion. The sito of Rochester wa s such an unhealthy marsh tha t the 
Indians shunned it except during cool woather . 

Aft or Do Nonville's crunpa i gn the Senecas cstnblished villages f arther 
wes t along the hi gh banks of' the ri ver north of the present Letchv<orth Park. 
The villúge s WE: r e not rebuilt on their old sites on the hill t ops of the 
Finger Lakes r egion f'or t hese people never r ebuilt a village burned by an 
enemy. 

The Indian villages nearest the present site of Rochester were not f ar 
from t he present t owns of East Bloomfield, Rochester Junction, Honeyoye Falls, 
Cuylerville, Nunda , .JPnsv ille, Víctor, and Lima . There were small hamlets, 
however , at the lo\.er falls and on e at t he spring near the present St. Luke's 
church. 

These villages might consist of a half dozen bark "long houses" or they 
might contain several doze:,n . Befare the coming of the French they were pro­
tected by palis~J_des buil t of tree trunks set firmly in the ground and having 
the tops shar pl y pointed. J..round the inside near the top a narrou board walk 
was buil t. From this pla ce the village guard wat ched f or enemie s. The method 
used t o scalE: such a palisade in an assault wa s to plac e ladders or canees 
aga inst the outside and use them for the ascent. 

Each "long house" conta ined several families, all closely r elat ed. 
Generally a woman and her husband lived in the central section and each mar­
ried daughter >Ti th her husband and children had a s ection of her own. These 
houses and all household goods uerc ovmed by the women. The men owned their 
tools, clothing , and implementa for war!'e.re . Childnm belonged to the 
mother' s clan, for thcir descent v.ra s matrilinear. 
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Outside the u&lls of the village were thc fields for games . These 
were an indisp enss.ble part of the v i llage life; men, -.vomen, and children 
being great lovers of sp ort . Children were instruct ed by means of ga~es 
and tested in sport contests . They were expected t o show great skill be­
fore they 'IVerG deemed worthJr to r ecei ve the full pri vileges of manhood and 
r om&nhood. 

These people also had fields where vegetables were cultivated . These 
included thirteen varieti es of corn; a t least three varieties of squash, 
beans , and melons , pumpkins, and sunflowers from ·;;hich the oil was pressed 
for us 0 in cooking . 

The land and its products belonged to the entire community as did all 
things which pertaineu to the general welfar e . Food was often a great 
probl em during the winter months, or during drought ; thurefor8, it wa s 
better for eél ch to share equally in the uork and in the results . Men 
suppli ed meat and game , ITomen the products of the fields, and even the 
children shared in gathering berries, nuts, and roots. 

Bt:fore their conta~t s wi th the Frcuch and Engli sh the Senecas •wre 
clothing made from buckskin, embroidered with dyed porcupine quills or 
rr.oosehair . 

Beads were made from bone, quills, or shell, or even of painted wood. 
The desi gns were used to tell myths and legends of their people . 

~~ter contact with the Europeans, trader ' s broadcloth and turkey 
cotton were used for clothing and the decoration was carried out in glass 
beads . These they obtained by trading furs for them. 

These people did not wear the feather war bonnet which belongs only 
to the Indians of the Great Plains . The true IroQuois hat was a tight 
fitting cap of fur or buckskin made over a light wooden framework and having 
a single eagle's plurne erect from the center of the top. Sometimos this one 
was surrounded by other smaller plumes radiating from its base . 

These people used wood , bark; and clay dishes, wooden spoons , and 
knives with blades of chipped flint . They had stone and bone impleTients, 
as stone celts and gouges and borre fish hooks and drills . 





EARLY ROCHESTER AND VICINITY 

When Oliver Phelps sigr..ed thc treaty wHh the Indians at Buffalo in 
1788 he appealed to their generosity and asked them for a piece of land 
west of the Genesee large eno'~gh for a "mill seat." He convinced them 
that a mill would be a great con venience to them and they gave him a piece 
about twelve miles wide, extendin&- from Avon on the west side of the 
Genesee River to Lake Ontario, a d1stance of about twen.ty-eight miles. 
This strip of land contained apprcxinBtely 20C, 000 acres and was desig­
nated "The Genesee Falls Mill Lot." 

Mr. Phelps made a contract wi t:1 Ebenezer i>.llan, who agreed to erect 
saw and grist mill.s at the Genesee Falls, for which he received a con­
sideratüm of one. hundred acres of land at that site. 

Allan is supposed to have been the first free white settler in the 
Genesee Valley although there were a m:anber captive among the Indians. 
In 1?89 he built a saw mil::. and cut enough t imber for the grist mill. 

hllan's residence here was only temporary. In 1792 he returned to 
Mount I>iorri s after selling the hundred acre tract. 

This tract was sold again in 1793 to Samuel B. Ogden. Lat.er i t be­
carne part of the Pultney purchase. 

In 1802 Nathaniel Rochester, Willi~~ Fitzhugh and Charles Carroll 
bought the lOO acre tract for seventeen dollars and fifty cents an acre. 
They took no steps to improve or settle this l~~d until 1810. It was 
referred toas "Fall Town." When Nathaniel Rochester moved to Bloomfield 
he rode to Rochester to survey and sta.ke out lots on the lOO acre tract, 
thus giying his n~~e to the proposed village. 

King' s Le.nding was locat ed halfway between Rochester and Charlotte 
in 179'1. It derived its name from one of its founders, Gideon King, who, 
with Zadock Granger, purcha:=;ed six thot~.sand acres of land on the west 
side of the river. They stn.yed here untE 1809,when the last members oí' 
the original families moved away. 

Then the tract of land was purchased by the seven Hanford brothers 
who carne here from Rome, N. Y. They built a warehouse, docks and the 
Steamboat Eotel. This hotel was patronized by travelers going westward 
via the Ridge Road. 

Carthage v:as on the east side of the Genesee at the lower falls. 
Caleb Lyon was the leader of a group which commenced the clearing of land 
at this location in 1809. Elisha B. Strong and Elisha Beach purchased 
1000 acres and had a survey made and lots laid out in 1817. Houses were 
built and a tavern, stores, flour mill and even a law office were opened 
at this settlement. The founders were hopeful that their community wouLd 
eclipse that of Rochester, but in 1834 this village was incorporated into 
the city of Rochester. 

Dublin was the name given to a settlement on the east side of the 
river south of Carthage. It included the district along St. Paul Street 
from Lowell Street to Atwater Street (nov: Central Avenue). 
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The region on +; he west bank of the Genesee River in the vicinity of 
Hill and })latt Street s was known as Frankfort, recei ving i t s name from 
Francis Brown, the youne;er brother of :Jr . ~J.fatheVi Brown. Thi_s was in 
reali ty a part of Roc~ester and i t w:J s a c .. uestion whethe :.· the center of 
population and of business activit:r would be here or along Main Street. 

Castle Tovm was on t he v:est si de of the Genesee Ri ver near the inter­
se~tion of Brooks Ao,¡enue and Genesee St r eet. It was founded by James 
Wads'I\Orth in 1804 and na"lled for Colonel Isaac Castle, who buil t a lag 
tavern at the head of th0 long portage around the Genes ee Falls • 

.d.t the other end of the portage, three miles frorn Irondequoit Bay 
on the creek of the same r.arnt:., v;as another tmm which vms even older than 
Castle Tovm. This was Tr:yon Tm·~n fo1mded, in 1799, by Judgc Salman Tryon, 
of Lebanon 3pr ings, who o;; ened a store l1erc . Wi t h the growth and develop­
ment of Rochester and .Carth.:1ge there was more traffic on the lower part of 
the Genesee &nd f~:er needs for the portage at Irondcquoit Bay. Lake traf­
fi c incrGaseó., diverting trade and the stor6house, the last remnant of this 
city, ga s torn do~n in 1818. 

Captain Hall, an English t ravel er, is quoted by Peck in his "History 
of the Rochester Police Department," as saying: 

"On the 25th of June Vi8 drove across the country (from 
Canand&igua) to thu village of Roc hester, which i s built on the 
ban".:s of the Gent-see river, just alov e sorne bea utiful waterfalls . 
The Erie canal passes through the heart of this singular village 
and s t ri :les acro s s the river on a noble aqueduct of stone . 
Rochester is celübrated all over t he Union as presenting one oí' 
th8 most striking i nst ances of rapid increa s e in s ize and 
population of wh ich tilat country affords an:r ezampl e . The chief 
source of i t s comnwré!ial anó. a gricultural prospority is the 
canal, as the villag6 is made tho tmporium of the rich agri­
cultural districts bordering on the Gencseo river. In proportion 
as t he soi l is brought into cultivation, or subGued, to us~ the 
local ph.rase, the consurners will be~ome more nU:ilerous and their 
moans morG extonsive . ~hus the demands of th t:O surrounding country 
must .go on ougmenting r apidly, and , a.long v.ith th0m, both the 
import s and thc exports of evüry kind will incroase in proportion. 
Out of mor(; the.n 8 ,000 souls in this gigantic young village , there 
·¡¡o s not to be found in 1827 a single gro'.m-up person born thE.;ro , 
the oldest nativo not being then sevont een years of age." 

After gl.ving sorne extracts of statistics í'rom thc valuabl c directory 
of th:it y~ar, to -;:hich r eference has b l:en made more than onc e , the captain 
goos on: 

"Vlr:; strolled through tho villagG under th.;; guidance of a 
most obliging and intelligent fründ, a na:tive of this pa.rt of 
the country. Evvrything in this bust ling place appearcd to be 
in motion. The VE.;ry streets s ebmed to b·.; starting up of their 
own accord , rE;ad:,' rnadu and looking a s frcsh c,nd ne;w as if they 
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ha.d boon turncd out of thc •1or~-anc:a' s hands but &.n hour bcforG, 
or that a grc:at boxful o:::' ner: ::10usc s had b ocn scnt by stcam 
from Nv;: York and tumolcd out on the half-clearod l an d. Tht:: 
cam: .. l ban·kS ·.,·er ,. at SOin ~ flUCCS still Unturfed; t h0 liffiL SCemed 
[la:r-dly dry in thc mc sonry of t h(; nquoüuct, in the bridges und 
in thG numb erl os s P;:i'cr·t s&~·:mills ·m d lna::mfG.ctori s s. In many of 
thvs tJ buildi!lg s thc p cople -.:er e) c.t r:ork bcloí~ st ?.. irs, ;-¡hilo at 
top thc c ~rp8nters wer c busy n~ilin~ on tho plnnks of the roof. 
Sorne d>;cll i ngs ~;erLJ ht..lf p ·ü nt ud, vrh ile the foundc tions of others, 
·;;ithin fiv o yurds' dist :::nc o , '-'t:r (:; only bcgin:ling. I cnn not se.y 
ho'.· mr.ny churches , court-housc s, j :.~ ils r:md hotels I count ee1 , t:: ll 
in motio~1 , cre0piiw up·:o.rd. Scveral streets :-Jer o nonrly finishcd, 
but iL..d not ':. s y c; t r t: ceivt:d thc ir nemes, emd mnn;,· othE;rs -.;ere in 
the r~vorsG pr~dic Em8nt, b oing namod but not commcnced, thc ir 
loc~l h~hit 2 tion bc ing mer Gly signified by lincs of sta k es. 
rier e f:,nd thc r c: ;;;L; s .1r gree. t \;-~<r d1ouses, vd thout ¡;indo·;; s <:t she s, 
but h::.lf fill ed with goods und furnish c;d ;;ith hoisting cr:.mes, 
r o: dy to fi sh up ths hug-s pyrwnids of flour b[·rrols, b::ües and 
boxos lyin~ i~ the stroets. :in the cent er of th t. to ?;n thu spir .:­
of e Presbyt e r iE.n church ros e to ::~ gre~: t hG i ~ht, end on euch 
side of th--: s ·c1pporting to>:or •;::.. s to be s <>Gn the di:.l-pl&te of ~­

clock , of ' .. hich thG mG. chinüry, in the:: lmrry-skurry , h_d boen l eft 
in Nm·; Yor lc . I ' l '-·úd not s :_.y th <:lt t hesG h: .. lf-finisllt.d, ivl1olt!­
finished .::nd ombryo strc E>t s ·;;¡; r e cro\·:ded ·.-.:ith p0oplc , c :1rts, 
.st:,ges, c:::~t tl c , pi gs, f c_, r bcyond tho re~ ch of number s, nnd as 
:.ll these ;·:er.:- lifting up th t.:: ir voice 3 togcthcr, i n kooping wi th 
the cl.9.tter o f.' h .. .P.'Jm .... rs, thc ringing of :.:.xos · nd th0 cr t:r.:king of 
mr~.ch in c:ry, th t: r e ,-::,s :! fine conc ort, I c.. ssur•o yo u. 

"But i t struct us th' . t t hc interest of tho to~.n, for i t 
s Eo <:Jms idl c to c ·c:.ll i t : . vilL.f!E: , v-.:: s subordine.. t e to th:·. t of th ;. 
suburbs. ~:. f e .. : yeGrs .~.go tho 'Vlilol 8 of t l12.t p~. rt of the country 
~·;c. s covcr c d íi i th C'. ci.~~ rk silent foro s t, c.nd, evün as 1 t r:c. s, v:e 
could not proceed ~'- milo in ~ .ny dircction exce'!)t tLc t of the high 
roed , ·:.'ithout cominG full-butt ;~.f;:ünst the vmods of timo immcmorirü. 
~cft sr ''o h2.d gone :..1bout a mil E: from to...-:n thc forest thickened, we 
lost sight of evory trr:. c(;. of r~ hum:··.n dr;elling or of hwn:..:.n int er­
tE: r c:;ncG ~'iith n<:: tur8 i n E·ny sh::-,pe . 1'i'c stood considoring whnt \7G 

shoulJ do noxt, r1hen th(; loud c rG sh of :·. f ?.lling troe met our ce.rs. 
Our fri0ndly guido ,-; :.:,s quit 0 glc:.d, h ü s o. id, to hc.v é, this opportuni ty 
of oxhi bi ting tho vory first st t:p in the process of tovm.-m::,king. 
Aftcr ::.. zigz~ .. c; scr.~.mblc tn onr:st trc- es · v:hich h<:.d b.:;eh o.llor:ed to 
gro'.· r.rid dec : .. y f or c entury :..~ft er cc.ntury, \"iO ccJne to e spot whcre 
thr 0e or four men r;cro c::mployed in cl ec.ring out c ... strcet, n s they 
decl :lred , t hough _·,nything more unliku c. strect could not well be 
concC;ivcd. Hevcrtheless, thc ¡:~round in que stion ccrt [ünl y formed 
pe.rt of thc pl~ ·.n of the tor.-n. It hc.d b 0cn ch:üked. out by tho sur­
v .::.yor' s st <:k e s, rnd sorne spccuL~.t ors, h·::.. vi:q.g t <.kcn up the l ot s 
for i:r:mnedL.t e building , of cours0 fol.Uld it necess,:.-.ry to open a 
strE;e-t; throur,h thc r:oods, . to :::fford c. linc of communic c:.t ion 
,~- i th th0 r 8st of the vilL gv . ü S f•: ~ st :. s thc troes <.01"6 cut doren 
thcy ·.;er .:: stripped of thc i r br: .. nc hes c.nd dr~_;_\tn off by oxen, S2.\ied 
into pl ::,nks or othe;r".. ist: f · shioned to the purpost:.s of building, 
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ii ithout on e lnomont's dclo.y . There í. O. s littl u or no exo.gger~lti on, 

thert<for6, in supposing , ·. ~ ith ou r f ri cnd, tht-c t thc; s-:m1c fir 
y; b ich might be v;::- vi!1g r..bou t in f ull life t:O.nd vigor i n the morn­
ing should be cut down, dr:~' sb od i n t o dGylight, SQll::: r ed, franod, 
rcnd befor 8 night be hoist 0d up to m::-.ice ~ be::::.m or r r_ftc.r to somt; 
t uvcrn or f c. ctory or stcro, e.t t h ..:; co.rncr of n strcet which 
tr;ent y - four hour s befort: h::d cxi st oá only on po.pér, : .nd yet 
·,.hich mi ght be compl.e t od, frcm cnd t o end , íiithin a ':7eck nfter-
· .. r.rd ." 





EARLY SETTLERS OF RCCHESTER 

Enos Stone, wi th severa l other rr:en, purcbased a l &'rge tract o:f land 
ea st of the Genesee from Phe1ps nnd Gorham in 1788 -1789 . However, he did 
not ma ke Rochester his p ermanent hou e until 1816. Then he erect~:;d a frame 
house east cf the Genesce Rivor, on a site wh ic h is now 1oca ted between 
Court and ~·'&.in Streets. This W'.ls the first frrunc dv;elling in Rochost er 
east of the river. 

In 1806 E1ij nh Rose built <.l 1og i.1ouse j '...!st south of thc prescnt sito 
of tho Ellwc.nger place in r t. Hope Lvenue. This h01.:.S 0 W3. S suosequ ent1y 
occupied by s ever a l fami1ies, among thcm,thosc of Jacob Miller, Daniel 
Harris a nd John Nutt. -

Chnr1 os Har f ord erect6d a block house neai' thE: great fa1ls in 1807. 
It is s r id to h~:lve bcen the first wc11- constructed dwc lling in the ci ty 
limits on the v:cs t side of t h Eo Genesee. 

N&th:...ni el Rochest er, for whom thE: city nas named! carne to the Genesee 
country in 1800 r:i th Col. Willirun Fitzhugh and Nlajor Charles Carroll. They 
purcha seC: e. tr:::.. ct of lcnd ne<::.r Dansvil16. In 1803 they again carne to this 
n gion cnd purcht. s ed the One Hundred .;,.ere Tre ct for the sum of ~;;1 ?.50. 
(this i~cludod the site of the present Four C0rners). In 1810 Col. 
Rochester car.J.e •,: 1t:1 his f amily c.nd s e ttlod et Dansvil1e. In 1811 he 
trave1 od from D:.msville to the G0nesee Ft.üls to survey and st a.ke out 1ots 
in the Bunclrcd _,_ere Trc: .ct. From 1815 to 1818 he lived on a f .::< rm i n East 
Bloomfio1d. tX I n 1818 he a (:ain movecl, this time to Rochester, where he built 
a ho~e at the corner of Spring a nd Exchange Stroets. (The 1a wns of this 
house sloped dov.rn to the ri ver~ s ec.ge). In 1824 he buil t a brick house at 
the cerner of Spring and Washington Streets, where the Bevier Building 
(Mechanics Insti tute) nov1 s tands. 

The y e<J.r of 1812 s a\7 thc coming of many settlers to this co~uni ty. 
ll.Dlong tho s e were the Scrantoms, Reynolds, Barna r:is ':.nd Smi ths. 

The first dw~lling on the Hundred ".ere Tract was u log house built by 
Henry Skinner for Iiamlet Scrantorn who settled here wi th his fwnily on Ju1y 4 • 

.A.bela rd Reyno1ds, who TIG.'s in the post-·office in Pittsfield, 1:a.ss., was 
appointed postm.::,st er in this year. He buil t a. frame hcuso on the si te of 
the present Reyno1ds Arc:-:de, which m.::.. s both t r~vern and post-office. 

J ehie1 Ea rnur ó. , the first t :li1or, arri ved in 1812 a nd opened ·'1 t n ilor shop. 

John G. Bond buil t the first house wast of Plymouth "'-venue in 1817. The 
first three story building in the village '::as ercct cd by D. K. Ca rter ond 
Abner Ho11ister. 

In 1820 Jona than Child r emoved to Rochester from Cha r1otte. He m:. s en­
g:;,.ged a s a contrc,ctor on the Erie C:m~.l. The first Lehigh coa l to be brought 
to the city wa s brought here b~r Ifll'. Child via the Erie Cam:.l. He -:::as e1octeU. 
mayor of Rochest er in 1834. 

Elisha Johnson was chos en a s the fifth mayor of Rochester in 1838. He 
w:.s e~ prominent surveyor, con tractor a nd ouilder- a nd had buil t the ]l,:a in 
Street bridge in 1824. 





AN EARLY ROC.HESTER HOME 

The homes of early Rochesterians differed considerably in construction 
from ours. Befare the erection of sawmills in this region most of the houses 
were made of logs and roofed with bark or split loes. Because of the scarcity 
of glass these houses had few windo~s. Leather hinges were oft en used in 
place of those of metal. Hamlet Scrantom's house wa.s of this type. 

Wit~ the co~ing of settlers in la.rger numbers and the building of saw­
mills, savm boarda and beams were used instead of the rough, han.d-hewn timber. 
There was an increase in the nmnber and size of the windows, too. 

Log and frame dwellings had fireplaces. These fireplaces were often 
very large, occupying one side of the kitchen, and were used both for heat­
ing and cooking. This kitchen was the center of pioneer home life. -

Near the fireplace were kept long handled frying pans, toasters, iron 
kettles, and long-handled forks. Sometimes a "fire borrower" hung at one 
side of the fireplace. Since there were no matches, and it was a long dif­
ficult process to light a fire with flint and steel, this metal scoop with 
its fitted cover was a treasured possession. Sorne familias had Dutch ovens, 
or tin kitchens, for roasting meat before the fire. The baking ovens were 
built into the side of the fireplace. 

Another article found in a kitchen of early Rochester was the candle 
mold. It was necessary to make tallow candles several times a year. 

"Betty" or grease lamps were used when there was a scarcity of hard 
tallow. Animal fat was burned in them for fuel. 

Later, sperm oil lamps were introduced. This illuminat ing oil was 
extractad and refined from the sperm whale. 

Somewhat later camphene oil lamps were used for light; camphene being 
distilled turpentine. 

Finally, about 1860, kerosene lamps with globes were inventad. These 
were often very ornate and colorful. Kerosene was the first efficient il­
luminant. Its use marked an era in the history of artificial lighting. 

During the winter days weaving and spinning were carr1ea on in the 
kitchen, since it was the warmest and most comfortable room in the house. 
Sometimes there was a special room for weaving and when this room was used 
in cold weather i t 1:-:as necessary to have charcoal warmers . For the parlar 
there \-iere "foot warmers". These li ttle box-like heaters kept the toes 
'.'iarm but v-rore not large enough to Harm the room. 

The bedroom usually had no system of he&ting and so before retiring on 
cold winter ev6nings the linen sheets or ¡;oolen bl<:.<nkets were -~¡anned by means 
of a bed >;armer. The bed \jarmer was a metal pan with a tight fitting cover 
and a long wooden handle. This pan was filled with embers and passed rapidly 
bütwcen the covers. 

A kitchen and weaving room of this period may be seen at the Rochester 
Museum of .B..rts and Sciences at Edgerton Park. These rooms contain many other 
articles used at this time. There are also models of Indian .illan's mills, 
th¿ Scrantom cabin, and Abelard Reynold•s tavern and post o~~ice, all exumples 
of the pioneer struggle to conquer the wildorness and advance civilization. 
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E.APLY ROCHESTER SCHOOLS 

With the arrival of the settlers the problem of educating the young 
became one of grave concern. Tlle first school on the east side of the 
river is said to have been conducted in Znos Stone's barn in 1813 by Miss 
Huldah Strong as teacher. (1,his school was loce.ted on Ma in St. between 
St. Paul and Water Streets). Befare long it was moved toa room over Jehiel 
Barnard's clothing store at the corner of Euf'falo &nd Carroll Streets, (now 
Main ·;v . and Stat e ). There were fourt e en or fifteen pupils registered. The 
citizens of Rochester had to maintain the school because the state legis­
lature alloc::J.ted on;l.y ;;,24,000 for education in the ent~re state. This sum 
was divided among forty-six count ies. 

In the f a ll of 1813 the citizens resolved to bui1d a schoolhouse and 
establish a school district. The new school was eighteen feet by twenty­
four feet and was one story high. It was located on S. Fitzhugh St. on the 
sito o:f the building now occupied by the Board of Education. The building, 
erected especial1y for schoo1 purposes, was known as "district schoolhousE: 
number one." The first teacher in this schoo1 is said to have been ~-1.aron 

Skinner, and, included on the list of faculty at various times were General 
Jacob Gould (1819-20), Mr. Bailey (1822) anda little later Wx. Wilder. 

By 1815 or early 1816 the population around the high falls had grown 
so that a school was built at Mill and Platt Streets to care for these set­
tlers. From then on schools wort provided as needed. 

There is a record of a spelling match held in District No. 1 school­
house in 1816. The pu) ils of this school and those of the Frankfort school 
participated. Frankfort was the name used to designate the no rthw~st part 
of the town and this school was the ono on Mill and Platt Str&ets. Dr. 
Hamrnond, a medi cal student, was the teachor in District no. l and Lias es King 
in the Frankfort school. 

District No. l schoal was enlarged befare 1820 and again in 1823. Then 
a largo brick building was put up and Ellery S. Treat installed as teachbr. 
hfter a few years the Free Academy building was canstructed in this same 
place. The original cost of the building was ~80,000 but with alteratians 
and improvements befare 1884 the cost rose to :..·160,000. 

Befare "1824 Jercmiah Cutler was a toacher in the Mill Streot school. 
~'T. Barry and a Vr. Lockwood .-;-er E> al so on the staff. :Many early Rochestor 
families sent their children to this school, including the Langvmrthy, 
McCracken, vrnitncy , Brown and Scrantom families. Miss Crane was on0 of the 
firs t femal e teachers in this school and h6ld that position in 1818-1819. 

One of the other early schools was tho "Brovm square old stone school­
house." This v:as la ter knmm as No. 5. Listed among i ts facul ty at various 
timos wcr;:; !v".oscs King , Reuben Jahnson, Ziba Cra><ford, lVTr. Kinney and Miss 
Parsons. It was here that one teacher disci:¿lined her pupils ><i th music, 
althou~h music was not generally introduced into the schools until 1840. 

A young ladies academy on J',Iill Street ~as established in 1820. It -;:;as 
founded by l"iss l'víaria Allyn and was patronized by the fashionable and 
¿rominent ci tizens of that tine. s:1e ·,, as th '3 t eacher as well as the prin­
cipal. 
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Another school was located at the cerner of North Clinton and Mortimer 
Streets. ~ building was erected here in 1818 for a school and for many 
years Lyman Cobb wa s in charg6 of it. Church s ervices were held in this 
building on Sunday s and in the evEming during the v.e,c: k. It was here that 
tb.e First Presbyterian Church wa s org.3nized in 1827. 

A school for young children was conduct ed by Mrs. Mary Griffin at the 
corner of State and Jay Streets . Later on this school was moved to Allen St . 
near State and in 1830 it was locat ed on Exchange Street near Spring. 

Among the other schools of early Rochester wer o : 

Adams Street in the district referred to as Corn Hill (southv.est part 
of the city); teacher, ~'Ir . Blake , registration of about fifty pupils. 

Ston6 Street near Main; Richard Dunning, teacher, registration of 
about eighty . The Lancasterian (moni torial) plan nas used here but was 
uneuccessful. 

Manual Labor School in the United States Hotel Building (WJB.in W. and 
Elizabeth St .); 18 28, Rev . Gilbert Morgan, principal. Part time work mak­
ing flour barrels was done by the students to pay for expenses of education. 

Misses Black ;s Seminnr~; 1830, first on St. Fitzhugh and then in the 
United Stat es Hotel Building . 

Miss Se<lard' s Seminar~ ; 1833, Uní ted Sta tes Hotel Building , then in 
1834 moved to the cerner o:t' Plymouth and Spring (VIhere the First Presbyterian 
Church now stands) . In 1835 i t ••a s aga in moved to Alexander Street • This 
boarding and day school was discontinued in 1848 . 

In 1827 lcnd was purchased between Lancaster and Chestnut Streets from 
Enos Stonc and a building of stone eighty-fiv e feet by fifty-five feet was 
erected . This high school, as it was called, vms three stories high and had 
three entrances. The lower, or first floor 1 was used by the lower classes, 
the second for more advancod students and the third was the "female depart ­
ment ." Its equipment r anked very high among such schools in this state since 
it included "philo sophical appare.tus by which the sciences of chemistry and 
a stronomy colild be illustrated ." Dr. Chestor Dewoy becmne principal in 
1836, At · this time r,:iss Mary B. Allen was in charge of the femal~ depart­
ment. These two educat ors exerted a great influence over the young people 
of Rochester. Tlle high school registration in 1 836 was 560 pupils . 

The follo <'ling extrect will gi ve an idea as to the hours and other 
det a ils in the oer l y schools: 

"Truants would go to Carthage or to Pinnacle a lthough they 
were often thrashed by the teacher as punishment for this and 
.other misdeeds. It is said tha t many children were permanently 
injured by the severe punishments meted out by their instructora. 
Teachers were highly respectod and the parents felt bound to 
support nny method of discipline omployed by the teache r. 

"School opened for the entire school v<ith prayers and an ad­
dress by the teacher or principal. School hours were from 9 to 
12 and l to 4 except for Saturday aftcrnoon. The roll wus often 
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callad at tho close of school with the pupils repoating (if 
they could) ' He:re tefore t~u bc.ll r a ng 1'orenoon and after-. 
noon and studi s d for an hour (or mere) at home. '" 

This high school building nrcs cestroyod by fir e in 1852 and rLplac-ed 
by tho first fr e e hibh schc ol on South Fi c zhu~=sh Streot in 1857. This was 
the Rochcst er Fr0o Acadt;;my . In 1 884 i t ha c .lour cou:-s8s of study. These 
w-ere clcssica l (collE;go prepare.tory), bn.glish, scientific and business. 
The first thrGe rGquircd foi:lr yoars for comple.ticn &nd the fourth only 
one yee. r. 

Thc Rochester public school system in 1841 had t welve school districts, 
Of these twelve, throe llcd good buildings, four had poor buildings and the 
r emaining fi ve hr~d no buildings u t c~ll. This "as due to the great number 
of priv.::.te schools conducted he:re (there were thirty-three at that time). 

On Juno 22, 1841 the first boa rd of educa tion of the city ;ms or­
ganized v;i th Levi Wa rd c .. s president. Mr. I. F. Mack was elected the first 
superintendent of schools. He held this office from 1841 to 1846. Befare 
long the Rochester School System had improved and in 1884 there were twenty­
seven puplic s chool s. 

The first parochial school in Rochester was founded by 1Iichael Hughes, 
who ca~e to this city in t~at year and started a school in the home of Dr. 
Hugh Eradley on Horti1 St . Paul StreE:-t while the basement of St. Patrick's 
Cathedral was being made into a schuol room. For seven years he and his 
wife were teaehers at this s~hooL iú . Kelly bece..'ile teacher in 1842, and 
in 1843 Mr . Patrick Quin ·,vas appointed t eacher. He held that posi tion until 
1848. Soon after thís the school wa:::; moved to Brown Street. This school 
is now located on ? l;ymou th Ave.near Brown St . 

In 1855 the i..c3.demy of the Sacred Eeart v:as established on South 
St. Paul Street f or thc higher education of girls. There were thirty-five 

' pupüs the first year. In 1863 i t uas moved to Prince St .. reet, where i t is 
nov: located. In 1 884 there \-,,c.re about sixt y day and boarding pupils. 

The Academy of the Sisters cf :,Iercy on South Street near St. r.'tary ' s 
Church :las a convent, a n academy, an industrial school and a children·• s 
heme combined. 'I'hese Sistcrs alsc taught in St. r·,:ary's School. 

Naz c..reth L.cademy Ccnvent v1a s located on Jay Street near Frank. This 
vras openod in 1871 and the Sisters of this order taught in a building 
adjacent to St . Patrick 's Cathedral, St. Dridget 's and Timmaculate Conception 
Church schools and in many other parochial schools of the diocese. Tht; 
academy - in connection wi th the convent - ;-;as opened in 1872 v;i th thirty 
pupils. This e.cademy is now located on Lake .Ave . noar Lake View Park. 



THE DLVELOPI;ffi:NT OF TRAVEL 

The first peopl8 who livod in th0 Gt;nesee Vnlley trnveled from plece to 
place on foot over nc.rrov. trc. ils ~ Those trs.ils usmüly took ú n&turo.l route 
P.nd ~~ere soldom bro ::.der tho.n fifteen inches. After the comiCJ.g of tho "'hit es 
the Indians also used horses c.nd tho trc.vois. The l a tter wns t\7o poles 
crossed over c. dog 's or horse's bc.ck spre !:>.d ing out <..:.t the lm·¡or enu li.:l(l covered 
with skin. They r.rere desi e;ned to drag on the ground • . On the water the Indic.ns 
used canoes made of bark, nnd sm:lll raft s. Th0~T hnd no sails. 

The Frbnch treders and Jt:suit mission~TiE:s crune to our section in fairly 
large, flnt bottomed boats which they ct::llod be.t6aux. Usually they entered 
the valley through Irondequoit Bay and Creek, lec.ving their boats at Indic.n 
Landing nnd traveling overland or as the Indic.ns did, meking & portage to tho 
Genesee River ubove the falls~ The French poriod lasted from nbout 1669 to Í 70l. 

After Sullivan's raid in 1779 the white population h2d incr6ased, mc.king 
the need for roads and other trc.nsportation fc.cilities imp~rc.tive for obta ining 
and shipping products. Eeginning ;-;i th 1794 roads 'riere cut through the forest 
west of Utica and sorne bridges ~ere built, but most streums r.rcre still crossed 
by means of fords. By 1799 a ro:'.d had becn cut from Utic t:: to Cayugc. Leke, 
then to Canawaugus (near Avon) on the Genesee, and ov0r it carne wagons usually 
dra1m by oxen. 

Smnuel Hildreth of Pi ttsford in 1815 bege.n to run a stage cerrying mail 
and passenge.rs t >i ice a week beh:een Rochester and Cannndaigua.. This we.s 
financed by merchents in the two villages and inn kcepers along the roed. 

As Irondequoit Bay and,~he Genesee became trading centers, large bo~ts 
carne by wuy of Lake Ontario bringing entire ft::mi1ies with their househo1d goods. 

Durhem boats propelled by poles, v,·cr e used on the Gc.mesee. These boe.ts 
were flat bottomed so they could trevu1 more easily through shullou weter. They 
were used for currying freight and, because of windfalls a nd other obstructions 
in the ri ver, r;ere seldom more than t':7enty or twenty-t>w feet long. 

In 1817 thc st0amboat "Ontc.rio" begi'..n :·running from Sackett 's Hnrbor to 
Lewiston, touching the . Port of the Genesee', at Chc.rlotte. 

In 1818 th0 exports from the Genesee Country to Canado., during the 
navigation s Gason a1one , were valued ~t $380 1 000.00. Sorne of these exports 
·;¡ere flour, pork, whiskey, pot c.nd pearl ashes me.de from wood P:shes. One record 
givt.s th6 exported products for 1822 e vuluc.tion of more than C5oo,ooo.oo. 

The opening of the Eri e Cana l in 1825 ccused u lw-ge increuse in the 
commercial developm6nt of Rochester. This, in turn, uttracted m~ny scttlers to 
this community. The Erie c~ne.l may be scid to have est ~blished the opportunity 
for Rochester to become a city. 

As ear1y a s 1825 a r c. ilro'.ld comp::iny ;u:·.s orgo.niz6d nhich began to build a 
railro!::d from Carthe.ge to Rochester in 1831. This im.s finished in 1832 or 1833 
[,t t.. cost of ~10 ,000.00 et mil e. The trc,cks r an <.:.l onc the ee.st si de of V/at.er 
Street, r~ long St. Pcul St reet c.nd, pr.rt of the \7t:J.Y, a.long the ri ver bank. This 
compe.ny, kno>in as thc "Rochester Cr.n::~l e.nd Ro. ilro.:..d Company", c.nd populc.rly as 
the "Carth<.:ge Rai1ro:1d" n.s o¡;>err.ted until 1843 ·~nd then 2ba.ndoned,other mee.ns 
of transporte.t ion h:J.ving suppl.:, nt 0d it. 
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The Tonu7,.-~nd ':-~. Rr..ülro2.d, cb.c.rterüd in 1832, ViP.S the first Rochester line 
to uso stE::c:m. 'I'rrüns 1 at this tLnc~ had no tells, w-histles, or coi7 catchers. 
A bugle ·.-:'1 s us ·3d t o signc..l. Thc srno ~cc stttck of t ~lt: ongine íms high :::..nd narrou 
and the angine h~d & driver en c~ch sido. 

On Mc y 20, 10G2, th·3 Rochost er City e nd Brighton Ra ilro::l.d Cornpany, 
Incorpcrr.. ted, >~::. s formed. In 1863 h·Jrse-dro.v~n strE::et cc.rs begcn running in 
Rochester. The Mt. Hore Av enuo line TID.s the first, with St&te Street, I3uffelo 
Streot (Mü .. in Stroet West) , South St. Paul Strect, and others follo·,7ing. Thc 
c ::-,rs r~::.n ~. bout every fiftcen minutes froru 6 A. ii!" . te 8 P.M. and every ho.1f hour 
from then until ll P.M. Childrt::n undúr fi ve rode free, ;;hile older children 
end adulto p:~ id fi7 c cents fo..re. Tho street cnrs could not go ct 2. grer:ter 
speGd th"ln seven miles <:.n hvur. Whcn the trc:·cks wero covered í.'i th snow sloighs 
were 1lsed. They wore roof'ed. and lwd opon sides. Strúw was spre2.d on the floor 
to keep the ps.sscngers t fcet wc-!rm. 

The first cc r lines r¡ers electrified in our ci ty in 1890 cnd thc first 
electric stroot c~r w~s used in Rochoster in 1891. 



BRIDGES IN EA..:.lLY ROCHESTER AND VICINITY 

Early in 1812 the f &w residcnts .of Rochester decided that a bridge 
crossing the Genesee River at Buffalo Street near Carroll Strcet wou1d not 
only be convenient, but quite esscnt ia1 to the future. 

Therefore, v&rious influentia l men of this vicinity journeyed to Albany 
to petition the l egislatur e for the construction of a bridge. Their plans 
met uith considerable opposit ion ~ sinc e ~ in the opini on of state authorities, 
there was not, and never would be, onough traffic at Rochester tó \7arrant 
the building of a bridge. 

Later, hoVTever, an agreoment was reached. Authority was given to build 
from the east bank to the middlo of the river; and th0n, if traffic increased, 
the bridge might be compl eted. In accordnnce v;ith this plan the half-bridge 
was erected making it necessa ry to ford the river from mid-strerun to the 
west bank. So many travelers from distant points carne hcrc to cross thé 
river that finally consent rms given to complet e the bridge , the total expense, 
amounting to $12 ,,000.,00, be ing borne by the counties of Ontario and Genesee. 

In 1824 the Main Stroet Bridge began to show signs of decay, and was 
rebuilt by the newly est ~blished county of Monroe at an expense of $6,000.00. 
This bridge was carried away by a flood in 1857. 

In t his same year a new bridge was started~ . This was constructcd of cut 
stone c.nd was f,inished at a cost of over $ 60,000 .. 00. 

In 1818 Carthage bridge was erected. It consisted of a single arch 
thrown across the Geneseo River. It stood for a year and three months, fall­
ing in th0 year 1820. Ir.nnediately after its destruction another bridge was 
built upon piers about a hundred rods south of the first bridge. A few years 
later another was erected and stood until 1835. In 1856 tho city erGcted, 
~t a cost of $25,000.00, a second suspension bridge on the sito of the first. 
It stood about s ev c:m months, when one night in April, 1857, a wet, heavy 
sno~ f e1l and the í.eight of the collected moistur6 caused the bridge to 
collapse._ 

Other bridges in Rochester with dates of their erection are: 
18~6 - First Andrews Street Bridge; 
1857 - Andr ews Street bridge rebuilt of iron, cost ~12,0oo.OOi 
1862 - Clarissa Street bridge; 
1869 - Swing bridge ac ross the canal at Exchnnge Street; 
1883 - Lift bridge over cenal &t Lyell Avenue, cost $13,000~oo; 
1883 - Central Avenqe extended and a bridge built across the 

river at Atwater Street, cost $46,000.00. 

For detailed deseription of Carth&ge ):l;ri~e ~ee Peek' s Histoey of 
Rochester, pp. 111-113. 



INDUSTRIES OF EARLY ROCHESTER 

1812- Abelard Rey nolds openeQ. a saddler shop; J ehi el Barnard.~ ' i s:s ::- ,t Re o' 
first tailor; Dr . Hunt of ICing ' s L;;.nding pt!rformed first surgí~~ ];)~~a-::~on,~ 
James B. Carter opened the first blacksmith's shop; Israel ec:;:-~~t~cin'- .Jp'=ll~~d~­
the first cobbler's shop. 

1813- The first shoe store wa s built by Silas O. Smith in Exchange 
Street and was operated by Ira Viest . 

1815- Erastus Cook became the first silver,smith and watch repairer . 
Thc first book atore wa s opened by Horace and George G. Sill. The first 
lawyer was John Mdstick. 

1817- The first copper , tin, and sheet iron business was started by 
Ebenczer Wutts. 

1819- T~e first browery was built on the bank of the Genesee River 
north of M~ in Street. 

1820 - Paul Hinds became Rochester's first resident artist . 

1824- The bank of Rochester was incorporated. 

1825- Tomatoes were first grown as vegetables in Rochester. 

1826- Tuo first daily paper west of 1Ubany, called Tue Rochester 
Da ily .ddvertiser, wa s founded. 

1828- Tire first dye housewas este.blishedi 

1830- W'illium A. Reynolds establtshed the first seed business and 
nurseries. 

1834- The first music atore in Rochester was opened. 

1835- The Tonawanda r n ilroad wa s sta.rted. 

1840- Plate glass windows wcre introduced inRochester by Abelard 
Reynolds. The Ellwanger and Barry partnership established the first 
Mt~ Hope nurseries. · 

1842:.. -Thomas r.-Tercer opened the first daguerreotype gallery. 

1844- The first telegraph office in Rochester was opened. 

1847- Jonathan Child brought by canal the first Lehigh coal for use 
in foundries to Rochester . 

1848- Bituminous coal was sold for factory use by a company composed 
of Jona tho.n Child, Na.thaniel Rochester, a:nd Henry E. Rochester. The sur­
plus was sold to householders. 

•;:' 
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1850- Anthracite coa l was first sold in Rochester by Roswell Hnrt 
who opened the firct cffice for the exclusive sale of coal. Meyer 
Greentree opened the first factory for the wholesa le manufacture of 
clothing. 

1852- Jesse ~ . l~t ch opened the first shoe store. 

1853- Bausch r.:nd 1omb Optic[.l Ccmpe:.ny wa s established . 

1855- A sola cutting me:.chine w~s invented and pat ented by Jesso 
A. H~tch and Hcnry Churchill. 

1863- Rochester 's first hors e-drawn street car was used. 

1868- An automatic grain binder w~s inventéd by James F. Gordon. 
The first steam plow m:;. s irtvented by Oliver Redmond. 



- . ··-· -· 



THE }UIL INC~ I NIJUS'l'RY IN ROCHES'J'l:i.:R 

Of a1l the industries of the wor1d ans1ne; from a gricu1ture the 
preparat ion of gr A.in fo:::- food rnay just1y c1aim to ha ve had the most con­
ti~um¡ s existe:nce , 

Prehistoric me:n powdered his gr <ün. 'l'he s s dd1e stone: the earliest 
form of the gr inding :rr..ill , a ppearE>d 1or.g before the first recorded history. 
Thé t ransition from the pounding process to that of crushing by friction 
reprcsents thd first or the great s t eps in the deve lopment of f1our milling 
and may be said to mark the da wn of civilization. 

'l'he Senec~ Indians, who contro11ed thc Genesee Val1ey, u sed a mortar 
and pestle to grind their corn and it was bcca u8e 01iver Phelp8 proFised 
th6m the great advantage of a mill with 8tones turned by water power that 
they gave him, in l7R8, ~ strip of 1and cont n ining about 200,000 acres for 
"the Genesee F~1l s Mill Lot." 

Ebene zE::r LlJ.an mado ::>. contract with Phelp8 to crect saw and grist 
mill8 at the Gcnc sec Fall8. During the summcr of 1789, ho built the saw 
mill a nd cut cnough 1umber for the grist mill. Thc 8aw mill erected by 
.Allan s t ood. on thc 1a nd which now 1ies bctwecn Aqueduct StreGt and the 
river. The mill fr0.1ne Has twent~'-8iX feot by thirty feet and built of 
hE.avy, ho;7ed tünber. It 8toocl north of the s a:r mi11 upon thc lator "old 
red mill sito." John Nkmde, an bngli8h trav&ler r;ho cn."!le do\;n the Gene8ee, 
s e. icl: "It cont u ins but one pair of stono8 modo from the 8tone of a neigh­
boring quarry." Howevcr, the stonos used in a1lan'8 gri8t mi1l were a ctua1ly 
mc.de from surfa ce boulder8 found on thc ground nea r thc mill. 

In 1803, ;, l l an 's 8a~·. mill ne.8 8Wept &~·¡s.y in a freshet which brokc over 
the rae e g.:: t 0 a nd und onnined the buildinc . The grist mill burned in 1807. 

Al1 c.n' s gr ü:t mill, J:owE:ivor, \78. 8 not tlw first mi1l in th o Genesee 
Vallcy. lJuring the wint cr of 1788-1789, Jolm a nd Jmn.es ~ lb. rkhrun built one 
on ~-. li ttle str <:..e.m tih i ch enters tho Gen e sce ne:..cr Avon. 

In 1807 Ch .:..rle8 Hanford buil t a grist mill, the second mil1 crected 
in the pre8cnt city of Rochestor, locrc ted non r tho upper f~,l18 c.t the point 
nh cr c thc P1s.tt St reot bridge l eaves the uest be.nk ot' the ri ver, o.nd e quo or 
old structuro i t \~·o. 8. Ed-;: in Scra ntom 8C'cid of i t: "Tho main wheel wc. s <:t tub 
\7heel; in tho top · :,~ : s inscrtt:d n piece of iron, cn.lled the spindle, and n 
stonG tha t restad on it." 'l1his mi1l >78.8 so1d in 1810 to Francis and Mntthev¡ 
Bror¡n, 17ho cc.mo to Rochestor from Romú, Eev; York. 

In 1808. Kmford's s o.·;; a nd gri8t milis were built on Brown's Ra. ce. 

In 1808 Eno8 Stone, Sr. erected a s aw ::md grist mill for his son, 
locc ted cbout lOO feet north of the oc. 8t cnd of the prescnt o.queduct. 

In the spring of 1813 ú so.w cnd gri8t mil1 wero built on the lOO acre 
tr;.:.ct by the Ely Brother8. 

The firs t building of ::.ny mc.gni tudo, the olcl "red mill," :1ü.s erocted 
on Wo8t Mc.in Street ne<:, r .Aqueduct by Hef'voy Ely Gnd Josich Bisse1l in 1815. 
They wore a s s isted in the elev<::.tion of the roof timbcrs by every m~n nnd boy 
in the vil1c.ge. 



THE ~ILLING INDUSTRY I H ROCHEST:ER -2-

I n 1817 Willi8J!:l. .k.tkin son buil t the "Yellow :tv~ill" on Johnson ' s Race. 

Tho first ~ill to be built on CarthaGe F l ats was eroct cd in 1817 by 
Judg8 Stror.g and Fr&ncis Albright of Wh eatland. 

Samuel J. L>.ndreí;s , ·born in N 8 'l Haven , anda Mr • .ntwater purchased a 
tract of land on the east sicl e of the ri'rer embracing the :nain falls. The 
erect i on of milis at t h is point ;·;as s tart ed bef ore the clase of 1816 . 

The Pal!'ler and Clevs land mill was buil t on the east bank of the ri ver 
near t he n&i :: f a ll s i n 1818 . 

Mills werc built on the sito of Allan ' s mills in 1821-1822 by Thomas H. 
Rcchester . 

Hiram Sibley, uho l a t er _becarr¡e a promincnt citizen, carne from 
Massachusetts and uo rked in the mills around Lima and Honeoye Falls in 1823. 

Later mills were built a s fo llo~s : 

1825- The Curtís :t:.ill c<as built at the east end of W.a in Street; 

1826- The Shelmire mill, with two _pairs of stones, was erected 
at the first falls ; 

1826- The Warha'll Whi tney mills Wé:re locat8d at the lower end of 
Brorm ' s Rac e ; 

1828- Whi t ney built & strc~p únd bucket elevator on the cana l at 
Bro~~ Stree t . This was the first grain eleva tor i n the 
count r y ; 

1828- The firm of Bi ssell and Ely was dissclved a nd Hervey Ely 
blül t a l arge mill near tho east end of the aqueduct 
whic :1 wc. s burned in 1869 . Tbis building occupied the site 
of Enos Stone ' s first s aw mill; 

1831- Th e City ~~ills 'Clere b11ilt with f iv8 pairs o f stcnes at 
the first fa lls. Here severa l firms composed of strong 
roen in t he prime of lite, men of capita l, roen of ability 
who labured u ntiringly from y ear to yea r, thought they saw 
i n the futur e a sure rea lization of their oxpectations, 
but they f a iled t o m:::.ke thcir dreams realiti e s; 

1834- The Williams mills and th& Eagl0 mills were. constructed 
on Brcwn ' s Race south of P l att Street bridge; 

1835- Tho Stone mills at the first falls , with six pairs of 
stones, v;ere built by Th..:mas Emerson and Jacob Gr aves . 

1836- The HE.. ck ,.._nd Pat e rscn mills wer0 buil t on Brown ' s Rae e . 
They oc cupied th e secm1d building north of Platt Street bridgtJ; 

1838- The mill of Gurdiner McCracken a t the oast s id e of tho lower 
f a lls '.:-:a s converted i nt c a paper mill; 
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1840- Mr. Burbank was the original proprietor of the Frankfort 
mill, bui1 t in thi s year, and st ill vi si blo on Mill Street 
at the foot of Erovm Street, as part of the Mosely and 
~.:otley l•Cilling Company . 

During this period sove ral buildings werE:> designAd :partly for commer­
cial flnur and partly f or custom grinding. imo:ng thi s number wero the City 
.o;rist r1ills oí' Henry .lt"!hillf::s, f::.'onting on Brcwn 1 s Raco and the mHl of 
Curtis 1.. Leonard and Co:1pe .. :1y at th(; cornor of I:;ast Ms. in and Water Streots. 

So~e of the flouring establishments wcr0 situated diroctly on the Eri e 
Canal, v:ith maclünory 8 0 adjust8d that co.rgoos of whvat were elovatE:d to a 
ht...igr"'t of fifty-t-;w fect and weighod in one and a half i.lours. 

In 1834 Rocheater had bocomc thc grea.tost flour ma.nufacturinu ccnter 
in the world, turning out 300,000 barrE:1s of flour annual1y. Profits werc 
good and outsiders 'l:'ere attract•;d to tho industry. 

In 1860 thcl'O v:crt.. tr:enty-one flour mil1s in Rochester, containing 
116 pairs of mil1ing stones. 

Gcorge :·:otley patentcd and improvod the milling method called "wheat 
sp1i tt ing" for re!Ilov ing the 'ilhi te cent ers from the wheat berries in 1871. 
I:Jotley went abroad in 18'78 to invest i e:;at o the :rungarian process of milling 
by pcrcelain or steel ruills instead of by mil1 stonc s. 

In 1884 eic ht oen mills werc -grinding wheat in Rochester, but those 
mills that did uot introduce roll s soon eeascd operation. "Mil1 B" on 
Brown' s Racc at t.he foot of Brov:n Strcet was the first mil1 in Rochoster 
to ins ta 11 the ncvJ r o11er process. In the m.eantime, the fie1ds of the west 
produced such ve.st quantiti es of wheat that tl:l.c;;; farr.1ers of wsstern Nmc; York 
bcga.n raisine; othor crops b ocausc of this compct i tion. 

Tr;o rü1ls cm Ero'.-.-n' s Race near Brown Stre•j t possess a uniquo interest 
as they are tha o1dest oxistinr, mil1s in Rochester and havo continuous1y 
ground grain. 

Sor.:te of thc v cry early mil1s in Hon roe County are a1so of historie 
interest. Tryon City, establiohed at Indian LEinding on lronde quoit Cr E::ck 
in 1797, "as in the earl~,.- days a center for Canadian tr&de and Günesee 
Valley fl our. 

In 1806 D-Jni el Ponf ie1d buil t the first 1arge saw mill "in the ho11ow 11 

in Irondequoit. He a1so built a grist mill, the first in that loca.lity. 

Durj.ng the year of 1806, Solomon Ful1er buil t a sma11 mil1 on 
Irondequoit Creek, and Allan's stones are said to hnve beon tra.nsferred to 
tha t .r.üll. 

In 1815 Nathaniel Case built a grist 'mill on Irondequoit Creek,which 
vres operatod near1y thirty. years. 

A saw mill and grist mi1l wore crected by Elisha Strong and Caleb 
Lyon in the town of Irondoquoit in 1816. These were dostroyod by fire 
in 1846. 
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Ip 1825 Nc1son Fullhc.m tuilt u grist mill on Irondoquoit Creek, 
just west or ''Hipp' s saw mill." 

In 1825 Isaac Barns and C&ptain Enos B1ossom built a grist r.till on 
the west bank of .ü1y:l' s Croek about thirty rods north of East Avenue. 
The <Ú1an' s stones v~erE> purchased by them and 1ater used as door steps. 
His son built the old mill a sli.crt distance frcm Lending Road near Elmwood 
Avcnue. 

The modern. procesa of mil1ing is substantia1ly as fo11ows: 

l. Cli;.,Sning of grain done by machinr.; that sGparates 
al1 foreign subetances from it. 

2. ~urified wheat is th~n carried to the scouring 
machinc where it is scoured and brúshed. 

3. ) .. machinc breaks open the bcrry and from its center, 
the ~1eart, thc choiccst part, is extractad and sont 
to the grinding rnachinos. 

4. Theso ccnters are thcn sent to the purifiors whcre 
air fans drivG out a11 fiber and fluff. 

5. 'I'ho sclectcd uniforn contera pass ?n-t;o the smooth 
rolla wherc taoy aro gradually pu1verized into flour. 

6. Thcy aro thcn taken to the rools to be sifted through 
silk cloths into croamy white flour. 

7. Thon tho flour is packed in bags or barrels. 

8. It is then ready for distribution. 



"No single e.ct - no :;mblic measure - except the :Jeclaration of 
Independence e.nd the f crmetion of the United States Consti.tution has done 
so much "Co promete püblic prosuority and produce a naw era in the history 
of the country as the construction of the Erie Canel." 

This s taternent was made l;y Jesse :~awley in 1835. The truth of this 
stat cment is found in an examinnt ion of sorne of thu factors in the growth 
of Rocht;;ster c.nd thc ir beari :1g upu::1. t lle development of the canal. 

In 1797 Governor G8orge Clinton advocat 8d that the legislatura pass a 
law to set aside moncys for the construction of canal and lock navigation 
!'or the northern and wcstern par't:s of our state. Ile declarcd this would 
aid its devolopmont by malcin8 it more accossiblo to prospective sottlers. 

In 1798 a company was fonnod to consider the construction and operation 
of canals and locks between La.ke Erie end Lake Ontario. This organization, 
callad the Niagara Cana l Company, found. the undortaking was too oxpensive. 

Several canals woro construct od in various parts of tho country between 
1798 and 1817 wh on a bill was i ntroduc od to tho logislaturc by William D. 
Ford for the construc tion of tho Erie Canal. The lcgislaturc sct aside 
~~5,000,000 for th e const ruction of a ca nal approximately 363 miles lon€':, 40 
feet wide, and 4 f eot deep with 77 lock$ 90 feot long. 

Many v;ished to hav e this canal cross the Genesec twelve miles south of 
.Rochcster but after much discussio ::J. it was decidcd tha t it should cross the 
river at Rochost or {Aqueduct Strcot and Bread Street). 

The building of thc canal caus ed en influx of settlers and three years 
boforc it Wús compl et ed (1822) so m&ny sottl8rs had come to this region that 
only the IndiJ.n r esorvr,\t ions remaincd unsottlod by citizens. · · - ~Thi.s feat of .canal 
engineering chang.:;d tho cornmercia l cent er fror Philadolphia to New York by 
bringing trade from tho outlying settlemonts to u centra l distributing point. 

Even befar e- the entir8 cc.nal was actua l l y complcted, trade was carried 
on over the sections which wer c ready for us0 . Tho flrst cana l boat loadcd 
with flour left 1lills Basin on the oast side of the Genesee for Little Falls. 

In 1821 part of the ce.nul was opem;d for use and tolls \"!erG collect0d 
at Utica , Rome, Ccnes tot&, Syracuse, Bucksville, and Little Falls. The 
sa l aries of thE:- toll collectors rangod from ~62.50 <:::. yoar to 0200. The 
following tolls wore collectod: 

Gra in, flour, and meal - one cent por ton per mile 
Shinr,los - one mill per thous0nd feut per mile 
Brick and stone - five mills per ton por mile 
Merchandiso - t wo ccnts por ton pcr mil o 
Boats for t r ansporting property and stock - ono mill per ton 

por milo 
Passengcrs - fivo mills per mile 
Other merchandise - one cent por ton p0r mil o 

In 1823 colloctors wcre stationod in Rochestorr Po. lmyra , Lyons, 
Syracuss , Rome , Uticc, and Littlú Falla. Bills ~ore presented to the col­
lector c.t each of these point s and >J(;rt:: r oceipted a s ships pa ssed ~long 
the canal. 
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It r:as necessar~r to construct an aqueduct over the Genesee and thi s was 
started in 1822. The building of the aqueduct was aided by gifts from many 
people including lv;r. Elisha .Johnson, who gave the state enough land on the 
east bank of the Ge:nes9e for lt s bas(;. Thc orig:.nal aqueduct was designed 
to b0 500 feet long with nine arches c It vas more exp..;nsive than had been 
expected due to many things , :p rinci:pally th-:: co.st of í'ood and labor. There 
was also a greet deal of diff i culty in ob~ajning tlle foundation rock . The 
rock us ed was sanélstone . ~·.11en -c:'!. is aque<i,lc.t was completed Rochester was a 
village of 3,000 peopl e . It llad s1.x: c:nurches a courthouse, printing offices 
and numorous mills . By 1838 t he popula tion he d increased to 20,000. An 
int erosting point in connection with the building of the a~ueduct is the 
f act that convicts from .:....uburn Prison were brought here to do the work . In 
thé first t t:n days aft er completion 10,000 barrels of flour were shipped 
from Rochester via t he cam'.l. 

In 1825 the canal was completed and ther e wa s a st eady increase in the 
number of bargos carrying settlers wit h their household goods and liv<:: 
stock. Tolls on thesG shipments were gr eat enough to pay for the cost of 
construct ing the canó.l by 1836. 

Upon the completion of the canal there was a grand celebration. At 
definit e places a long the cana l, cannons were placed and as the first boat 
enter ed tho w0stern end of the canal thc first shot was fired. ns thG sound 
of the cannon immediately to tlw w ·~st >Ja s heard, the nGxt cannon wa s fired. 
The sound of thesc cannons sent rmrd to New York City in one hour and thirty 
minutes telling them thc t the waters fro~ Lake Erie had b <:: en l et into 
"Clinton' s Eig Di tch ." _:,_ fl otilla left Buff:.üo on L&ke Erie on November 4, 
1824. Rochester was representad in Buff:üo at this time by r. grouiJ headed 
by Jcsso H·,_wloy. Vihen tho boat s r onched Rochcstcr the:; ••ore gr oetad by a 
l argo cr ov1d a:nd eight uniformad companics Vier E.: out to celobr.s.te in spi te of 
the rainy noather. Thü soldicrs lined the ccmel bank and promptly at 2 P.M. 
the first boat reached the aqueduct. The Seneca Chief, the boat at the head 
of t he procession, was met there by a canal boat called the Young Lion of the 
West which was stationcd at the western end of the aqueduct "to protect its 
entrance ." .h.fter hailing the Seneca Chief the following dialog took place: 

Question (Young Lion) : Who comes there? 

Answer (Seneca Chief): Your brothers from the west on the 
waters of the great lakes. 

Question: By what means have they been divert od so far from 
their natural course? 

Answer: By the channel of the Grand Erie Canal. 

Question: By whose authority and by whom was a work of such 
magnitude accomplished? 

Answer: By the authority and by the enterprise of the 
:patriotic people of the Sta.te of New York. 

Then the Lion gave way and the ships entered Childs' Basin (at the end of the 
aqueduct):--Gne boat was called Noah's Ark and it had as its cargo pairs of 
animals, fish and foul, and i t was r.1anned by t wo Indian boys. 



In Childs' Basin seve:::-al speeches were delivered and then the pasen­
gers disembark8d and every one went to the service held at the Presbyterian 
Church. Jonnthe.n Childs wa s on e of the prindpal speakers at this gather­
ing. Aft e::.·;va .:·ds ~h e gu e sts wero ent crt e. incd c. t 8hristopher's Nf.ansion House 
at the corner of Harke~ a nd St &tt : Strc0ts (as we ca ll them today ). That 
evcning tberc r-as a gr and baJ.l and f irc \-;o'.'k s to climax the ceremonies. One 
historian s r:..ys thc ülu.:.uin<ltion ~aa s wo·1de:c ~'ul for the time "but of course 
Rochester had no Palmer Fi:i· e \7or :;:s then . " 

Whon the ships lcft 'Roch ost or the Young Lion of the West joined the 
fleet. Her pas s ongers viere El i sha B. St ronf , Le-¡,ri í/ard , A. V. Leavett, 
Willi c.m B. Roc hest er, rv·. Hulbort, A. Reynolds, A. Strong , R. Bea ch, E,; 
Johnson a nd B. S. Bea ch. 

The ceremonies in He:" York were very elabor!:tte and as pa:r-t of the 
celebration the two kegs of Erie v.ater were em~tied into the Bay of New 
York. It vm s one of the pionecrs on this memorable trip who v.rrote "Cominend­
ing my soul to God, and a sking Hi s defense from danger, I stepped on board 
the cana l boat, a nd was soon fl y ing to~ards Utica ." 

In 1834 Rochester ov!lled or controlled more than half tht: canal boa ts 
on the Eri e Can&l. 

In 1835 a g i t ntion about the ca nc::.l wa s ag:;.in st o.rted. This time the 
objectivü ;,-¡u s t ho enlargement of the c'ine.l to a width of seventy feet and a 
depth of seven fcot. 

In 1839 a survey showed tha t thr:; Gcnosce River 'ilas the source of most 
of the ITater immediat ely to thc ea st a nd wost of Rochest e r. Lest the mill 
O'ilners s t~rt a ction for this loss of water, pla ns wur b effeéted to have 
reservoirs along the c amü in >ihich oxc oss v:at e r could be stored. They also 
proposed to line the bottom of the canal 'ili th rocl-;: s and to puddle i ts banks 
to prevent excessive lea ka go. 

It 178. S said of trs v el on the Erie Cana l: "This is traveling de luxe 
in 1825 •••• Four mile s an hour-- sometimos fi ve. The grea t speed of the se 
boat s u pon thc. ne rr Erie Cana l hn s to be ca r cfully regul ,étted ••• The cana l is 
the water rail~ny of this er&~" 

Jeff erson s a id of the Erio Canal that it was built a contury too soon. 

Lehigh co~l wa s brou~ht to Rochester by Jonathan Childs in 1847. It 
was brought over the :Erie Canal via Ncv; York and wa s tho first coal ever 
brought to the city. 

In 1867 a swinging bridge was built across the cana l at Exchange Street. 

The ca na l ,::-as widened to 70' a t the top and 52' at the bottom with a 
depth of 7' in 1869. 

The engineers on this cE, na l, living in ~ochester in 1834, were Nathan 
S. Roberts, David S. Btct e s and Ve-,l entine Gill. 
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Harriet Beecher Stowe s o. id thnt the berths -;mr c only a foot wide on 
the Erio c .~·.m· l boe ts. 

Ch.....rles :Uickens, a ftcr n trip, so. id thnt when he went below o.t 10 P.!v~. 
he found threo long tiers of hanging shelves designed, apparently, for 
volumes e:f the smc.ll octavo size. He c.lso s ~:;. id: ''Looking with groater 
::-,tt t-ntion at thest; contrivunces, (wondoring te find such literary 
preparation in such e plc.ce) l descried on each shelf e sort of micro­
scopic she bt ~,nd bl~nket; then I beg2n dimly to comprehend th~t the 
pe sscngers were the librúry nnd the.t they Viere to be crranged edgewise 
on these shel ves t ill morning." 



l 
~ 



SHOE INDUSTRY IN EARLY ROCHESTER 

Israel Scrantom, the brother of Hamlet Scrantom, opened the first 
cobtl A.t' s shop in Rochester in 1812, primarily to rnke shoes for his 
own f:'.mi_,_y . Abner v:akelee al so opened a cobbler: s :;l> J:OI la ter in the 

At t his period boot s and shoes were made on stre. i gl:t ~.as~., s . and 
ro'lny :¡.;¿; ·~_o l e made a practice of r evers ing their shoes so t~1E' ::;o_L .-:l& P.nd 
heels would wear evenly. It was only after stores carryi:1g ~ -e3.C.y-:nr,d.e 

sllces were opened that boots and shoes were ma de t~ :!Onfo:;.·.:n :r.·ore nearly 
to th(; shanu of the feet. They were called "rights and lefts" and vrerc 
consider ~d V8ry odd. 

When Israel Screntcm opened his s r:.. op he cut the 1asts {shoe forms) 
by hand. Generally these -.;;ere taken heme by the customer and stored 
until he needed another pair of shoes. Tlle leather "uppers" were also 
cut by hand and hand-made woóden pegs used instead of nails. Vlhile 
working, the shoemaker sat on a low wooden bench, like the one in the 
picture, with hi s too1s and· supplies at his right hand. 

Leather 1;;as obtained from the tannery to which farrners from the 
surrounding countryside bro ught hides. The tanner worked "on shares" 
taking part of tht:: hides as his pay for tanning thcm and returning the 
rest to the farmor. 

As the incrcasing populat ion created a greater demand, several 
tanne:ries opened largo shops vihere reaG.y-made sho8s wer8 manufactured. 
These shops contained largé benches at which fifteen or twenty men 
coul d uor:~. The s a lari es varied from six to nine dollars a v;-eek. 
The men work6d from twelvs to sixte -'o n hours a da.y , often by· candle 
light. 

By 1825 shoe stores appeared, but fep of them had display windows. 
It ·nas not until Wr • .n.belard Reynolds built the Arcade that the idea 
of displaying g oods in a r: indm.: to tempt the pass8r by, became general. 

Uniformity in the appearance of shoes became possible with the 
invention of the s ewing machine. Tho introduction of dies for cutting 
the leather parts a lso incruased this. 

Following are sorne of the early shoemakers and dealers in 
Rochester: 

1827: Shoe dealers and makers· Abner Wake1ee; J. & G. Gou1d· 
ü:""Sage; E. Pancost; Jesse and Isaac Congdon; Ireland and Co11ins; 
George S1a de; Enos Trayhern; Stephen Alling; Frink and Wilson; 
Isaac Leonard; Garret and Adam; H. Browne1l; E •. H. Grove r; 
William B1·o•m; 1 dw&rd Coffin; Randall li..lldreus and others. 

1834: S. Y. ~lling , 6 Exchange Street. Boots and shoes. 

1841: L. H. iüling , No .. 8 Exchange Street. Boot and Shoe Store . 
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1841: City Shoe Store. Corner Globe Building, No. 17 Main 
Street. S. Y. ;.lling --- ov.n n,anufacture. 

1§45-1846: George Gould 8:. Company, 16 Sta te Street. Mé3nu­
facturers of fashionable and durable boots and shoes. 

]-_8!~=1846: Sa¡:;e and Pancost, 22 State Street. 'ilhol6s13le and 
rE:taj l dealers in shoes, leather. 

1847-1848: City Hall Boot and Shoe r.:anufactory. Luton Wood 
Tmanufacturer and dealer), 84 Puffalo Street, next door to 
Eagle Hotel. 

1847-1848: J. W. Hatch and Company. Boots and Shoes. 20 
StatE: Street. 

l847-:l8j~ E. T. Oatley, 4 State Street. Wholesale and retail 
dealer in boots and shoes. 

1849-1850: Edward Ray, 63 Main Street near St. Paul. Manu­
facturer and dealer in boots, shoes,and leather. 

1849-1850: John C. Gray, No. 12 Buffalo Street. Fashionable 
boot maker. 

1851: Watkyns, 39 Exchange Street. Canal Store. 

1853: Sage and Pancost, 86 State Street. 

l85Z: Madden and Dudley, Curtís Block, }~in Street. Shoe pegs . 

1853: James Vick, 186 State Street. 

1853: Jo. Hagee, 43 Hain Street, Room lO. Boot crimper. 

1855: Caring and Heberger, lO South St. Paul Street. 

1855: P . & J. Kerley, 87 llain Street. 

1857: Shoe dealers and manufacturers:-

J. Admns, 212 State Street 
L. and H. Churchill, 86 State Street 
Krohn and Forschler, South Fi tzhugh St. opp. Court ·Hous-e 
Rochester City Boot and Shoe Store, 17 Main Street 

For other names consult Dewey Rochester City Directory 1857. 

1861: L. A. Pratt, 54 State Street. 





ROCHESTE...ti? S POS'f -OFFICE 

It wes not until the 1c. tter part of 1812 th;::.t Rocllester had any m<1i 1 
accommod::J.tions or direct ma i1 connections ..-;ith the ec:-. st. Up te thi s time, 
the nea rest post-off ice we.s at Char1otte. .Nev;s 'iias recei ved o.nd cor-
respondence cc.rri od on -;¡i th the 'iior1d a t 1c.rge viL. Cane.nd ::igua, Bc.th, 
Avon, Ca1edoni ~ , Pc:-.rmc , ~md Chc.r1otte. 

In October 1812, J.,bE>l<:ud Reyno1ds ¡:;c, s c.ppointed Postma ster and his 
commission ;cc. s issued in November. L;T , Reynr;1ds vm s ::.. s .:;.dd1er and used 
the front r oom of his houae for business purposes. ~here the citizens of 
etlr1y Rochester G.nd the sett1ers of th0 vicini ty obtainE::d their maiL 

The first r eguL.:.r m:ti1 v::::. s brcu.ght from Cc.nend<J.igu;.:, to Rochester on 
horsebc ck. It í" '- S received once L wcek , and d.uring tho first winter a 
woman porformed the duties cf post rider. 'l'his wc. s e Mrs . Dunhc.m of 
Cunandai gua , whos e husb~nd he1d the co11 tré. ct te ca rry mc i1 beti'men thn t 
vil1ege nnd Rochester. Thv 1ottors -r.ere c ::.rrü:d in s&ddle -b~.gs vlhich hung 
across the horsG nt t he re<:.r c. f the s s.ddle . 

In 1813 Mr . Reync lds moved int o his a1most completed l a rge house c.nd 
tra nsferred the po s t - off ice t here . 

In 1815 J . G. Bon d a nd C:·.pt cün Elish:::. Ely orgunized a compr-.ny to run 
a stage bet'iieen Rochest e r s nd Ca na nde.iguo. . The comp D.ny included Willimn 
Hildreth of Pittsford ::nd other t avern keepers along the route . A 1ight 
vmgon we s put on the r o&.d in November, 1815, thE: post -rider discontinued 
his trips, &nd t he mo.il ·,;:.;, s cc:rri ed to 2.nd from Rochester by w~'<gon twice a 
week . 

In J anua ry 181 6 , the compDny pl c: ccd a coc. ch body on sleigh runners, 
this bcing the first four-in-h.::nd mail coa ch that ever entered Rochest er. 
An enthusiastic reception was accorded to it by the villagers, nearly reach­
ing the proportions of & public celebration, so important wa ::: the eyent. 
In the spring of 1816, a post route was est~blishad from the villag e of 
Cananda igua, by way of the village of Rochester ~ t o the village of Le•.iston 
on the Niagara River. The mail was then carriet by stege, the company at 
first taking all postage received in payment ~ but later carrying the mail 
for a set price. The Post111..aster - Generel in 1815 authorized the carrying 
of mails by steAmboat s, ~nd the J~erican l ake ports and Ganada were thus 
brought into regula r communication with RochestE>r . 

From then on , mail service improved, because thc quantity was greater 
and therefore the service more regular . In 1829 , the post - office was 
established in the newly completed Reynolds ArcQdü, but wi th the rapidly in­
creasing populat ion , better ma il Qcco~modctions soon bec~e necessary . Mr . 
Reyno1ds then e r ected a brick building at the rea r of the Arcade to be used 
solely for post a l s ervices . About 1842, this building was torn down and the 
post-oí'fice again restor•:;d to the enl c rgod ,'J.rc :::de . .!;.s time went on, the post­
office was shift ed severa l times from one part of tho Arce.de to a nother. In 
1833, it wo.s at thc fron t ent;ra nce of the building . Ten yee.rs later it was 
moved to the no rthwest cornor, and in 1859 i t >ms ag&in trc:nsforrod to the 
northea st corner, where it rema ined until the erection of the government 
building in 1891 . 



POLICE D:EP.ARTMENT 

~he first pol i ce protection in Rochester was provided in 1818 when 
fi ve r.1en were appoint ed as a Street Patrol. The real begi nning of our 
pre s ent police department , howev e r ; wa s on Dec ember 28 , 1819, wh en eighty 
d )p ars was appropriat ed to hire 2. villag6 night wat ch f or "a s long as 
t l:lat. sum ;-,·ould pay a capabl E.; mE-.n." '!'he ne:x:t y ea r , 1820, OP.e hu nil.red dol­
l::lrs r•a s s et as ide fo r t h is pur po s e : but in 1 821 the n i ght wa t ch a geci n 
·;.e. ~S a llo...-:cd only e i ght y <io1l a rs. Th cr e v:as on o night gtlar d or c,x: t ch for 
1,502 p or son s , (c onsus of 1820). 

I n 1821 t lw count y of r:::onro e: ·;;a s creatE>d, a nd t h c court hous e a nd 
county j a il ;-:ert:: built . Th er o is no r ecord of whe r o criminals wero housed 
bef arA t ho erect ion of the j a il which was on North .i!, i tzhugh Strect, ( then 
Huzhes Stre ot). Tho building conta inod t wo ro~s of c ells, separc t e d by a 
ha llí;ay, and was surr ounded by a high stone •·:a ll. In front of the jail 
·,·a s a large hou s e for tlle j a iler a nd his f cmily . The s e t "P.o building s 
cost the county $ 3, 674. 71. This j a il -;;a s use d for elev en yca rs and then 
the second on e ;-:a s e r E>ct t:d on the Island (the pre s ent sit o of the Erie 
st fi t i on south of Court Street). Aftor 1832 the first j a il wa s usod a s a 
r e crui ting s t a t ion of thc United Stc tes iJmy. Tho s econd county j a il 
built in Rochester c ost $13,412.56, a nd cont a ined forty c ells arra nged in 
t -..vo tiers. Er~ch c ell '\':as f our f eet r<ide , ei ght f eet long , and s even feet 
high. 

The fir st r e cordad crimes a nd offenses in early Rochester wer e 
bur gl c ry, murder, forge ry , and f ;,;, ilur e to pny debts. The Rochester 
Telegra ph of F ebru2. r y lO, 18 24 mctkos the foll o v:-ing st o.t cment: "Proba bly 
no ph~ c e i n ' thc Un ion of t he si z e of Rochestor is s o mu ch infested : .·i t h 
t he dregs 'l.nd outco.st s of . s oci ety a s this villng6 ." Other a ccounts of 
t~ is time sp o:lk of the sca rcity of crimina l s in Rochest er a nd the s wift­
ne ss of just ic e . The citizens di d not be lievo t hD. t such severe punishment 
a s t ho treudmill or stepping mill were nec e ssary o r humnne. 

The fi r st ~ttempt ed j a il brea k took plnc c on July 31, 1824 a t 10:00 
p.m. Tht. sheriff c alled upon the citizens to help nnd thore v;a. s fi ghting 
bet ween the sheriff's pa rty ~nd the prisoners. The we~pons used wer e iron 
b~rs ~nd h ickory clubs. The ba.t t l e s topped only when most of th~ prisoners 
::.n d s cme of the shoriff' s p "-:.rty r;ers injured. 

In 1827 t wo con s t c.bl Gs were 8.ppc inted v;hc v;er e expoct ed to enf orce 
t he r e gul [,t i cn s "to pr otect mor f::.ls c.nd r eligions." Shov.s of e.ll kinds 
\.er e pr.~hi bi ted unl e s s lic ensed. Thoc,tric ::l productions '1-<ere a bsolutely 
f orb i dden :.:.. s -;-;er e nin&- p in r,ll oys E.nd circus perfcrmc~nces. On Sundeys eve.n 
t ne horns :.:.nd bugles of c ill1cl bo::-, t s were b c.nned . Housch ::llders wcr (; com­
pclle d t e "sweep ::.nd cle o.n the sidewclks oppo site the ir dwellings every 
&,turó.~ y from the first dcy of .April to the first dc.y of November." 

By 1834 the p opuL ,tion of Rochester h c.d increc. sed to 12,252 persons, 
largely due to the construction of the Erie Canal and the development of 
the milling industry. 
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.Among the officials chose:n when Rochester became a city were three 
ju;stiees of the peace, a police justice and five constables. At this 
time the thickly settled part of the city we.s called "the lamp and watch 
di"strict." 'l'he residents of this district paid an extra tax for spec·ial 
police protection, street ljghting and fire protection. The amount 
expended for this lighting and "night watch" did not exceed (>1,500.00 
a year. The council e.ppointed th¡·ee roen to the watch and provided a 
hat for each which designatod them as holding an official position. 
They were on duty from 10:00 p.m. unti1 sunrise. Among their duties was 
the taking cf 1ighted 1amps from the watch: house,placing them on the 
lamp posts and returning them to the watch house in the morning. This 
was done · on1y on "moon1ess nights." They ífere required to ca1l the 
hours as: "Twelve o'c1ock and all's we11," "Two o'c1ock anda starry 
night," ''Three o' clock and a frosty morning," "Four o' clock, i t snows 
and blows." 

List of Police Dates 

1819 Vi1lage night watch provided 

1834 Three men appointed to vmtch. 

Sidnoy Smith elected first Po1ice Justice 

1853 First Po1ice Chief appointed 

1865 Police first appeared in uniform on Ju1y 2. 

Board of Po1ice Commissioners first organizad 

1884 Tr.o men appointed as first l'.~ounted Po1ice 

1886 Police Patro1 Telegraph System put in operation 

1900 - Po1ice precincts estab1ished by designation of stations 

1905 Traffic Squad organized. 



F IRE DEP .ARTrv':ENT 

In 1817, at the first village election , five men were chosen as fire 
wardens. Their duties were to enforce the ordinances fcr the prevention 
of fires, te superi.nt end the ef fcrts of others to put out fires, to form 
::.i.nes of ci t izens with their cu cket s , a.n d to dire('t the rap id passing of 
t~: f:s3 tuckets . The 1 aw required that each citizen neve h Ls o·::n _firP 
t.·J.<ek 2~s; arrang eJT1erJ.t s wore m?..de for hqoks, ladders, and other necees<J.ry 
e ·. 11 .: ~flEnt of thos c dc.ys; G. f j_ n e of ten dollars was im';)os ec on -=tr·y ene 
:ru ~.l rt ing insecure chimneys, or fal1i ng to o bey warni::.1gs o f fi r2. va.r-:h·;:s , 
CT fa.iling to keep fireplaces in good r epai r; each home h&d t o J:-:ee,:; a 
scutt1e on the roof and buckets on the stairs l eading to the roof ; f ire­
pl ac a s llad to be cl eaned every three months. 

These rnettods w0r e not entire1y s a tisfactory and on October 19, 1817, 
a fire company was org"lniz E:.d with t ';¡enty-four members, and Dani el r:ra ck w·a s 
é!hosen as for r::man. ,m engine was bought, into v1hi eh water vm s poured from 
bu cket s , as i t had no s uc t ion ba s e. A house for this en g ine was built on 
the Court Eouse Square. In 1820 the first r t:opairs on i t \7er 8 necessary , 
amounting to nint: dollars and tv:entr-five cents. r::'hen the village board 
of truste os voted to g ive ~; 120.00 to buy firo buckets, hooks, l a dd ers, etc., 
a nd to build a shelter f or the l a dders. 'l'he first rape for fir e hooks wa s 
bought for e i ght dol1ars, in 1821 , and the first fir o-truck, in 1824, for 
fift:' do1lars. 'I'hE: follo r:ing y8ar ~470.00 ·.:as allo·;;ed for a n m; engine and 
0100.00 fo l' its hous e on Bu glE .'1.ll oy {no·.; Corinthia n St.) 

Tht; Volunteer Fire Depar tment datE::: s its exist 0nc c from ~.Cay 5, 1826, 
~:hen t l1e Village Boa rd of 'l'r us t f;0S acct:pt0d members of t \;o ~ng ine Companies 
and one Hook and Ladder Com~any. 

In 1827 thc chiof -eng ineer uas ordered to purcha se a new eng ine , 
r:hich cost ~~716.00. 'I'hree hundred feet of hose, costing ~ 216.00, also 
y;ere obtained at this ti;ne. 

From time to time ne~ fire compa nies uere orga n ized , so that by 1833 
six compani e s had bEen start od . 

Tha orcanizing of a city g overnment brought no great cha ngo in the 
fir e d c:partmont. Two men from each of the five wards vmre chosen as fire 
r:ardens, r-.nd ;;;,1500.00 r,·as a dd ed to the t a x levy for the support of this 
Qepartment. Several di sastrous firos in 1837 aroused citizens to the noed 
of in~rea s€d 6fficicncy in the fire d opartment and th erefor e , in 1858, the 
Volunte 0r Fire Departm0nt wa s disbanded. 

'1'hat samc year, on August 23, the Prot ectives wer e or ganized to remove 
propcrty from burning buildings and to prot ec t it. This group when 
organized had forty mombers. n.pparatus included & four- r;heeled carriage 
drm·,·n by hand , called the "hGarse" bccause of its shape , in ';'lhich we r e 
car ri od pieces of canvas, ca nvn s sacks, a nd a l c r gt number of leathe r 
buckets. 'I'hc . Protc.ctives soon prov0d their v:orth by saving a rticles from 
theft as well as fir e . 



TBE DEV:ELOPNlENT OF P ARKS IR ROCHESTER 

Authori ty \Vás gi ven to the Mayor of Ro ches ter in 1887 to appoint 
a Board of Pnrk Cormnissioners, by the Legislature of New York State at 
~'..lbany, which passed a bill to th '3.t effect. The late Dr. Edward Mott 
r:.:oore \-ias selected as their President by this Board of twenty-one 
members, and in 1888 the first land for Park purposes was purchased 
with public funds. Thus Genes6e Valley Park became the beginning of 
the Rochester Park System. Thc l and it occupied (approximately 396 
acres) befare its acquisition by thc City was employed for farming pur­
poses, In recent y6ars, ad joining land of 240 acres has been donat ed 
by Miss Frances Baker , which makes it one of thü largest Rochester P&rks . 
Genesoe Valley Park affords enjoymcnt to thouse.nds of people throughout 
tho year by m8ans of t~ro eighteen hole golf courses, several tennis 
courts and ba seball diamonds, and a largé outdoor skating rink utilized 
during the ~ínter season. 

A donation of territory from thE: Ellr;anger-Barry Nursery Company of 
é:.bout forty ccres in 1888 influenced the acquisi tion of other lands 
r;hich together no >:.;- constitute Highland Park, devoted to plunt collec­
tions consisting of lilacs, one of the most complete rhododendron dis­
plays in this country &nd severcl ostentations of shrubs and trees hardy 
in this section. 

Seneca Park, secured in 1889, líes along the lower Genesee River 
Gorge and lends itself to natural beauty and r &creational purposes. A 
magnificent Zoo was built in 1930 and in years hence there is no doubt 
that Seneca Park will develop into a splendid zoological park. 

The year 1889 also saw the beginning of the development of small 
City Squares and other recreational areas in the congest ed sections of 
Rochester. 

Durand-Eastman Park becrunc City property through the kindness of 
the late Georgo Eastma n and tho late Dr. Hcnry Durand. In thc early 
surmner of 1908 the development of this Park, consisting of 500 acres, 
was begun. It líes along the shore of Lako Ontario, affording an 
excellent ba thing beach, and possesses one of thb most admirably con­
structed eighteen hale golf courses in the State. Beautiful ever­
greens, artificial lakes and winding roadways enhance its attractive­
ness and point it out as a most noted Park . 

The attainment of Ontario Beach Park took place in 1919 and has 
developed into a splendid public bathing resort with a strictly modern 
bath house. Its charm is aggravated by the most beautiful grave of 
American Elm trees possible to be found. 

The present Rochester Park System comprises 1828 acres, and with 
the recent development of county parks in the surrounding towns, it is 
felt that Rochcster's park land is sufficient at present. 

In addition, the Park Department controls thirty-six playgrounds 
distributed throughout the City, operated on a plan of well regulated 
and suparvised play, considered most essential in any city for the 
health and safety of the children. 



MUSEUMS MTD ART GJ~LERIES 

The Rochester :tvluseum 

The Rochester Musewn was í'ound ed in 1825 by~,~. Bishop, who was its 
director for the first t wenty-í'ive yee.r s . It ;,-¡a s locatc;d on Exchange St. 
nea r Main and was bettcr know.n &s t he "old v:ax museillrl" t o residents of 
Rochest er, for i t s ent ire coll ~ction co~sisted of wsx fi gures of historical 
and litcrar y characters. r.~r. Sil c:. n O. Smit:1 l ater obtained this collection 
and. sold i t for one hundred dollars t o iir. James Palmer, who stipulated that 
this sum should be used for the support of a mission church. It purchased 
the foundation stones f or Christ Church, now located on East Ave. The 
fi gur es wer ·::: sold a zG.in in 1862 to a museum in Colurnbus, Ohio. 

Henry A. Ward, when only twenty-seven, had one of t he finest collections 
of geological specim0ns .in the world. In 1862 Mr. Ward becamo professor of 
geology at the University of Rochester and presented his collection to the col­
lege. vVhile associated wi t h the University he opened Wars 1 s Natural Scienc e 
Establishment on the campus. This was burned in 1869, and the collections 
were moveJ to buildings a cross College .Ave. íJard 1 s Natural SciEmce Mu seum is 
still connect ed with the University of Rochester and at present is located on 
S. Goodman St. It has n o endowment but is support ed entirel y by the income 
from sales. 

The Municipal Euseum 

The Rochest er ~,russum of .i..rt s and Sciences was est ablished through tho 
effort s of the Hon . EirfJll it . F.dgcrton, then Mayor. Hu negot i a t ed for the pur­
chase of the l and and buildings of thc Stato Industrial School, planning to 
use thGm for the Roctester Exposition. The present building was designated as 
a mus&um and librar:· . The Muni cipal Museum ,.;a s opened to tho public on Sept­
ember 14, 1912. It is supported by a yearly appropriation in the city budget 
and is admini stcred by a Board of Commissioners which appoints a Director. 

Rochester Academy of Art 

The Rochester Acadcmy of 1~t had no permanent effect on the art interosts 
of the comrnunity. Iiowc-ver, t here i s a r ecord of an eJr.hibition, in 1874, of 
Italian paintinf:: s purcilasod by Hiram SiblGJ:· It was hop ed this coll ection 
would be the f'oundation of a public art gallery, but this proved financially 
impossible. 

The Rochester Art Club 

The Rochester Art Club was organized in 1875 and held forty-thr ee 
annual art exhibitions. 
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Po.-:ers Art Ga.llery. 

Daniel W. Pov.ers finished the upper suite of rooms in the Powers 
Block , in 1876, to be used as a permunont art gallory, for which he 
brougb;t pnintings by the old mast crs and s cver al fine pi oces of sculpture 
from Europ c . These g~lleri e s wer¿ considerad tho finest in this country 
nt t ha t time . After ~~. Powers' doath, efforts to make this a public gal­
lery f a iled and the collection >Ias sold in 1897. 

Memorinl Art GE-.llery 

In 1912 Mrs. James Sibley Watson, daughter of Hiram Sibley, gave an 
urt gallery as a memorial to her son, James G. Averell. It was presented 
to the University of Rochester with the proviso that it should be used to 
stimula t e the art interests of the city. An addition, given by 1\f.:r. and 
W~s. Watson, was opened in Novemb er, 1926. 



HISTORY OF LIBR.A..'UES IN ROCfi..ESTER 

In lipril' 1822 Jonathaa c:üli.l and eleven other Men we:::-e elected the 
firEt trustees of the Rochester r_,itercry Cor::pnr:.y 'l'U. s company ccn-
sisted of "such persons as he.ve in -vvritin.:s sie;nif1ed t'1eir consent and 
desire to associate theraselves togethe:r for th8 purposs of procurin.c; and 
erecting a public library." '.I'his orcanization left no reaultA of ·a 
pe:::manent clw ru.ct e:r. 

This inst itute v1as ort;anizeJ on October 13, 1826 for li terary and 
scientific purposes. 'í.ith a surplus of two or three hundred dollars 
obtained from a lecture cours6 on chemistry, a public library was started 
and roons opened at th;;; cerner of Main East and Yiater Streets. In 1836 
it boca"!le part o.f the 17eclmnics Litera~' ":.ssociation. 

Foundt::d February 10, 1836 by sixteE:n practical m.;:;chanics. Their 
objüct vra s "their O'.-;n rmtuel adve.ncem;:;nt in scientific and litorary lmow­
ledge and the mf..mtal and ;Jaral culture of a9pre;1tices and poor young nien." 
Donatio:1s wnount in¿; to fi vt.: hundred volu.rnt:;s ;-¡er0 tllG f oundation of their 
librar~'· 
funds for 
contai:aed 
gradually 
tinued. 

1~t8r·1ard sevE-:ral f&irs, held annurc. lly, v;ere a r!l.eans of raisin¡; 
additional volur1es. 1~t the end of six or eight ye&rs the librar:' 
two thousand volumus, but due to thu fact that membership had 
decrsased to only twenty persons, the organization was discon -

Roe he st t.r .!~ thE..n~i'8lU1 

Tlüs orge.nization vras founded in 1829 with si:xty mombers i7ho 
promiscd to pe.y &n rcnnwü feo of fivc dollars for thrce ycars. CollGcting 
books anl parrtp~11Gts -;vas tlwir :principal objt;ct. Colonol Nathaniel 
Rochcstcr ~as the first president and unde:r his direction the library 
opened in rooms in Reynolds .i~rce.de. The Athenaeum was incorporated on 
Februai'y 12, 1830. It s mernbership did not increase very r&piclly due to 
the organization of tvio othe:r· societies. These were the You.'1g Men' s 
.Society (18:;4) and t:1e Young ~~ren's Literar:r Society (1837). 

In 1838 ti1ese groups joined the Athenaeu.ü, which then became known as 
the Rochester .nthenaeu."'n &nd Yoilllg Men's .:,_ssociation. After 1844 member­
ship decreaseJ, ano. 1n 1847 they united t:ith the f'echanics Li terary 
hssociation and becane The Rochester Athenaeum and Eechanics Jl.ssociation. 

The membership of tf.L3 society declining during its first tv:o years, 
t he :Jolicy was chan~~ ed so that all citizens could enj_oy its, benefits. Under 
tllis ne\: plan thE: associat ion prospered. In 1857 a "Departmen t of juvenil e 
publications" v;as introducod. 

The association had tno types of activity, the library and lecture 
courses. Lecturcs ~::er~:;; held in Corinthian Hall und v;erG al :-:ays well 
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attGnded . One y ec:. r's ':) rogram included George Williem Curt ís and Ra lph 
~;;c:üdo i':mcr s on. Lc:. t cr cerno Olivo::.· 'Tvcndoll Holne s, Louis Agassiz, James 
Russell Lowdl, and Eey:....rd T:::.ylor. ~he l ec.se expiring in 1871, it v;-a s 
ne:cessary f or thrc librnry to movo . Sev cr nl ycars l r~ t er it ':WS moved 
acsi>:. . No suituble lo.:: r-.t ion could be found c.nd dU ·3 to t:1e cla ims of 
cred~tors, it ~as advert iscd for sale . I~rtim0r l. Reynolds und Goorge 
S . Ri l ey settled these clai.ms be:'ore the sale took place. Let!:::: · , b:·. 
Riley ·h s¿osed of his interest to Er· . ~1eynolds. 

Reynol_ds Li brPry 

In 1884, Reynolds Library wa s incorporated, and L:r. ~lortimer F. 
Reynolds dona ted the old Athenaellim books . The lib~ary was opened in 
Reynol cls ~.rcade in J a nuary 1866 , and f or six years was ma intained by cash 
C.om .. tions. ;,t h is death, in 1892 , a large port ian of l'v:r. Reynolds estate 
\7as left to the library , includ i ng his home a t 150 Sprint; Street, where the 
library is no~ locat ed . 

Centrd.l Libra ry 

In 1863, t he libra ries f ron sevente·: n schools vre re consolide.ted a nd the 
Centr8.l Librar y formed , a s elec t ion of the b e st books from these libra ries 
being ma de ~md a fe\·~ ntv: ones being purchased . The libr ary was first 
locat ed in Bakor' s E loe k , but in 1875 it v;as moved to the Free Acad emy 
Building on Sout h Fitzhugh Stroet . St a rted originally a s e. school library, 
i t gradually becams a. circulo.tin~ li br anr for public use . Tho libra ry ,.,as 
m:. i nta ined by s tate <jr cnts and loc8 l func'.. s until 1904, -¡; hen it v;us closed 
by ordor of thc Stat o S'J.pc:::.·in tcndont of Fublic Educ::tion. Tho bocks we r o 
distribu:;ed ::mong th'j p ublic schools and \;er e th·:: b ,;gi nnL1g of t h e cLtss 
room l ibrari cs. 

Rochest er Putl ic Librc.r· .;;..;..;;...::.=;;..: _____ - .. - ---··-

'T'hrough cm e.mendmo;1t -:;.o t h•-' c i t~.· cha r ter in 1911, and u n approprie tion 
by the ci t y , t lle Eocl.t: st E~r Pulllic Librdry · .. o.s fOl'lleG . 

'l'herc 8.r:; ~ - t prosont thirteen brnnch libr&ries: Edgerton (1912 ), 
Gone soe (1913), ~1onro c (1914), Lincoln (1915 ) , C':rO odmc.n (1917), Business 
(1917) (Thi s ·;:<:.s Gbsorbed by Central in 1 926), Char lotto (1919), Brighton 
(1923) , n.rnett (H'23), f'or t l nnd (1924 ), U ·.ke .wunue (1926) , Cent r al (1926 ), 
South c~VE:nUC; (1927), pr"rk .~venue ( 1928 ), ( closed in 1932) , Hudson Avenue 
( l <2 3~, ) • 

On Mc.r ch 31, 1934 the;r e viere 323,071 books in the V<lrious bra nches of 
tho public libr:J.ry . 

Th8 o.vera go v:o&kly circ1Ü O. tion for the ye.:;.rs 1931, 1932, 1933 ·;;&s !'. S 

f olloH:;; : 

192·1 
1922 
1<233 

52,569 
54,655 
40,0ti3 

The decrer"sE. in 1933 -·:e s ce.used by '-' budgct cut v;hich m&de it impos­
sib1e for the libr a rics to be open fu l l time. 
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